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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2152 %5

| NTRODUCED BY GLADECK, SAYLOR, BROMWN, PI CCOLA, BAKER, WAUGH
FARGO, PHI LLIPS, RUBLEY, HERMAN, SCHULER, GODSHALL, JAROLIN
DALEY, STABACK, SCHRODER, CLYMER, GORDNER, FAI RCHI LD, LEH
WOGAN, LEDERER, E. Z. TAYLOR, Mcd LL, ARGALL, BUNT, | TKIN
CORRI GAN, ROHRER, BOSCOLA, SATHER, CURRY, TRUE, BATTI STO,
STI SH, RAYMOND, TRELLO, FAJT, THOVAS, BROME, MERRY AND
HALUSKA, OCTOBER 24, 1995

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, OCTOBER 24, 1995
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AN ACT

Establi shing the Prison Medical Services Programw thin the
Depart nent of Corrections.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Prison
Medi cal Services Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Corrections of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Program ™ The Prison Medical Services Program established

for i nnates under section 3 of this act.
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Section 3. Medical services program

(a) Establishnent.--The Prison Medical Services Programis
established in the Departnent of Corrections which shal
i nclude, but not be |limted to, the provisions of this act. This
program shall be a copay programrequiring inmtes to pay a fee
to cover a portion of the actual costs of the nedical services
provi ded.

(b) Fees.--The departnment shall devel op by regulation a
program for inmates which includes fees for certain nedical
services. The regul ations shall provide for consistent nedical
servi ces guidelines by specifying the nmedical services which are
subject to fees, the fee anobunts, paynent procedures, nedical
services which are not subject to fees and fees applicable to
nmedi cal energencies, chronic care and preexisting conditions. In
addition to other nedical services provided to the inmate, an
inmate may be required to pay a fee for nedical services
provi ded because of injuries the inmate inflicted upon hinself
or anot her inmate.

(c) Explanation of program--Each inmate shall be advi sed of
t he nedi cal services fees and paynent procedures at the tine of
i ntake. An expl anation of the programregul ations shall be
included in the i nmate handbook.

(d) Witten notice of changes.--Each inmate shall receive
witten notice of any changes in nedical services fees and
paynent procedures.

(e) Ability to pay.--No inmate shall be denied access to
nmedi cal services because of an inability to pay the required
f ees.

(f) Fee debits.--An inmate shall acknow edge in witing any

debit made to his i nnate account for a nedical services fee.
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(g) Deposits.--Mdical services fees collected under this
act shall first be used by the departnent for the adm nistrative
costs of the program However, no nore than 25% of the fees
collected in any one fiscal year shall be used for
adm ni strative costs. The remaining fees collected shall be
deposited in the Inmate CGeneral Wl fare Fund and nay be used by
t he departnent for nedical -rel ated equi pment, progranm ng or
literature
Section 4. Powers and duties of departnent.

The departnent shall inplenent the program by:

(1) Issuing regulations as required under section 3.
(2) Providing departnent staff and nedi cal services
providers with training relating to the program
(3) Developing adm nistrative fornms for the
i npl enentation of the program
(4) Providing for adm nistrative and accounting
procedures for the program and an annual audit of the
program
Section 5. Costs outstandi ng upon rel ease.

The departnent may seek to recover any anount owed for
nmedi cal services fees by an i nmate upon rel ease from prison
through a civil action brought within one year of the inmate's
rel ease. The departnent shall have the burden to prove the
anount owed. lnability to pay as determi ned by the court shal
be a defense to the paynent of part or all of the fees.

Section 6. Report to General Assenbly.

The departnent shall submit to the Judiciary Conmttee of the
Senate and the Judiciary Conmittee of the House of
Representati ves an annual report on the Prison Medical Services

Program est abl i shed under this act. The report shall provide
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1 information on the fees charged and the fees collected under the
2 program and shall include a summary of the annual audit of the
3 program as required under section 4. The report may recomend
4 legislative changes for the program and propose nodel

5 legislation for counties which nmay wish to develop simlar

6 prograns.

7 Section 7. Applicability.

8 The departnent shall collect fees for nedical services

9 provided to an inmate after the effective date of the program
10 regulations as published in the Pennsyl vania Bulletin.
11 Section 8. Effective date.
12 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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