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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2002 *%%

| NTRODUCED BY BARD, MG LL, FICHTER, REBER, CORNELL, BUNT,

GLADECK, GODSHALL, TRELLO, SAYLOR, DeLUCA, HENNESSEY AND
YOUNGBLOOD, SEPTEMBER 20, 1995

AS

REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, FEBRUARY 6, 1996
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 26, 1931 (P.L.1379, No.348), entitled,

as anmended, "An act creating in counties of the second A and
third class a board for the assessnent and revision of taxes;
provi ding for the appointnent of the nmenbers of such board by
the county comm ssioners; providing for their salaries,
payabl e by the county; abolishing existing boards; defining
the powers and duties of such board; regulating the
assessnment of persons, property, and occupations for county,
bor ough, town, township, school, and poor purposes;

aut hori zi ng the appoi nt nent of subordi nate assessors, a
solicitor, engineers, and clerks; providing for their
conpensati on, payable by such counties; abolishing the office
of ward, borough, and township assessors, so far as the
maki ng of assessnents and val uations for taxation is
concerned; and providing for the acceptance of this act by
cities," providing for auxiliary appeal boards in counties of

the second class A; AND FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR RULES AND <—

REGULATI ONS.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

No.

Section 1. Section 1 of the act of June 26, 1931 (P.L. 1379,
348), referred to as the Third C ass County Assessnment Board

Law, anmended Decenber 14, 1967 (P.L.851, No.373) and Novenber

19,

1968 (P.L.1073, No.327), is anended to read:

Section 1. [Be it enacted, &., That in] (a) In all
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counties of the second A and third class in this Conmonweal t h,
there is hereby created a board, to be known as the Board of
Assessnent Appeal s, which shall be conposed of three nenbers.
The nenbers of said board shall be appointed by the county

conmm ssioners of such counties to serve for terns of four years
each. Vacanci es happening in said office shall be filled by
appoi ntment by the county comm ssioners for the unexpired ternmns.
The sal ary of the nmenbers of said board shall be fixed by the
sal ary board of the county.

[The ternms of office of any persons now acting as nenbers of
any such board for the assessnent and revision of taxes in any
such county of the third class shall cease and term nate, and
the duties and terns of the borough, ward, and township
assessors in such counties, so far as assessnments for taxation
are concerned, shall cease and term nate upon the passage and
approval of this act by the Governor. ]

(b) In conjunction with a countywi de revi si on of assessnents

i nvolving either a change in the ESTABLI SHED predeternined ratio <—

or revaluing the properties and applying the predetern ned

rati o, the county conm ssioners of a county of the second cl ass

A may create up to four tenporary auxiliary appeal boards, each

to be known as an auxiliary APPEAL board ef—assesshent—appeals. <—

The county conmi ssioners pay SHALL establish the term of <—

exi stence for an auxiliary appeal board not to exceed ei ghteen

nonths. An auxiliary appeal board shall be conposed of three

menbers who shall be appointed by the county conmn ssioners to

serve for the tine that the auxiliary appeal board is in

exi stence. Menbers of an auxiliary appeal board shall be

conpetent and qualified residents of the county. Vacanci es on an

auxiliary appeal board shall be filled by appoi nt ment by the
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county conmi ssioners for the duration of the auxiliary appeal

board' s exi stence. Fhe ANY salary of nenbers of an auxiliary <—

appeal board shall be fixed by the salary board of the county.

The authority of an auxiliary appeal board shall be limted to

heari ng and determ ni ng appeals from assessnents i n accordance

with the provisions of this act and the rul es and requl ati ons

est abl i shed pursuant to section 5 of this act. After one or nore

auxiliary appeal boards have been established in accordance with

this section, additional auxiliary appeal boards nay be

established only in conjunction with a succeedi ng countyw de

revi sion of assessments.

Section 2. The definition of "board" in section 1.1 of the
act, added Decenber 13, 1982 (P.L.1165, No.269), is anmended and
the section is amended by adding a definition to read:

Section 1.1. The follow ng words and phrases when used in
this act shall have, unless the context clearly indicates
ot herwi se, the nmeanings given to themin this section:

"Auxiliary appeal board." An auxiliary board of assessnent

appeal s in counties of the second class A created i n accordance

wi th subsection (b) of section 1.

* * %

"Board." The board of assessnent appeals in counties of the

second A and third class. The term "board," when used in

conjunction with hearing and determnm ni ng appeals from

assessnents, shall include an auxiliary appeal board, subject to

the rules and requl ati ons establi shed pursuant to section 5 of

SECTION 3. SECTION 5 OF THE ACT, AMENDED MAY 26, 1949 <—
(P.L.1848, NO 550), IS AMENDED TO READ:
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SECTION 5. [THE SAID] (Al WTH REGARD TO SUBORDI NATE

ASSESSORS, THE BOARD MNAY:

(1) PRESCRIBE RULES AND REGULATI ONS FOR [ THE] THEI R CONDUCT
[ OF SAI D SUBORDI NATE ASSESSCRS, | ;.

(2) DETERM NE WHEN PRECEPTS SHALL BE | SSUED TO THEM,]; AND

(3) WHEN THEY SHALL MAKE RETURNS TO SAI D BOARD.

(B) I N COUNTIES OF THE SECOND CLASS A, SUBJECT TO THE

APPROVAL OF THE COUNTY COMM SSI ONERS, THE BOARD NAY ADOPT,
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AMEND, ALTER AND RESCIND RULES AND REGULATI ONS FOR THE

10 ADM NI STRATION OF, AND THE CONDUCT OF BUSI NESS AND PROCEEDI NGS

11 FOR, I TSELF_AND FOR AUXI LI ARY APPEAL BOARDS. THE RULES AND

12 REGULATI ONS MVAY REQUIRE A W TNESS PROVI DI NG TESTI MONY_AT A

13 HEARI NG RELATIVE TO ANY ASPECT OF THE VALUE OF THE REAL ESTATE

14 VWHICH 1S THE SUBJECT OF THE ASSESSMENT OR REASSESSMENT APPEAL TO

15 DI SCLOSE, UNDER OATH, WHETHER ANY_ COVPENSATI ON PAID FOR THE

16 TESTIMONY | S CONTI NGENT ON THE RESULT OBTAI NED. THE RULES AND

17 REGULATIONS SHALL BE IN WRI TI NG AND SHALL BE A PUBLI C RECORD

18 OPEN TO EXAM NATI ON, | NSPECTI ON, AND COPYI NG | N ACCORDANCE W TH

19 THE ACT OF JUNE 21, 1957 (P.L.390, NO 212), REFERRED TO AS THE

20 RIGHT- TO- KNOW LAW

21 Section 3 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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