PRINTER S NO. 2392

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1936 5

| NTRODUCED BY GODSHALL, STABACK, READSHAW NAI LOR, HENNESSEY,
STI SH, M LLER, HANNA, BAKER, STEELMAN, HERSHEY, HESS, SURRA,
BELFANTI, LAUGHLI N AND HALUSKA, JUNE 29, 1995

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, JUNE 29, 1995
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 34 (Gane) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, providing for damages caused by coyotes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Chapter 5 of Title 34 of the Pennsyl vania
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a subchapter to read:
CHAPTER 5
FI SCAL AFFAI RS
* x *
SUBCHAPTER F
COYOTE DAMAGE CLAI M5
Sec.
571. Definitions.
572. Damages caused by coyotes; conplaints; liability.
573. Investigation.
§ 571. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this subchapter
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shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Coyote." The genus and species known as canis |atrans.

"Donestic animal." Any aninmal maintained in captivity,
including, but not limted to, any equine animl or bovine
ani mal, sheep, goat, pig, dog, cat, poultry, bird, fow or any
wild or semiwi|d aninal.
8§ 572. Dammges caused by coyotes; conplaints; liability.

Whenever any person sustains any |oss by coyote to any
donmestic animal or to ganme birds raised in captivity and while
confined within a field or other enclosure, provided that the
encl osure i s adequate for the purpose intended, such person or
his agent or attorney nmay, imediately after the danage was
done, conplain to an officer of the conm ssion and nay mneke
application to the comm ssion for rei nbursenent of such | oss or
damage. The conplaint shall be in witing, shall be signed by
t he person making the conpl aint and shall state when, where and
how t he damage was done. Upon receipt of such notice, an officer
of the comm ssion shall at once exam ne the place where the
al | eged | oss was sustai ned and the donestic aninal or donestic
ganme bird injured or killed. An officer of the conm ssion may
exam ne under oath or affirmation any witness called before him
After making diligent inquiry in relation to such claim the
investigating officer shall determ ne whether any damage has
been sustained and the amobunt of the damage. |f the owner of the
donmestic ani mal or donestic ganme bird does not agree as to the
anount of damage allowed by the appraiser, the owner requesting
t he apprai sal and the apprai ser nay appoint a disinterested
qualified citizen to assist in determ ning the amount of damage

sust ai ned. For such services, the said disinterested citizen
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shal | receive appropriate conpensation which shall be paid by
t he owner requesting the appraisal. There shall be a maxi mum
al l owabl e claimloss on each occurrence of $10,000 per ani nal;
however, in no instance shall the paynent exceed 90% of the
apprai sed value. Al clains shall be paid fromthe Ganme Fund;
however, in no instance shall the sumtotal of paid clains for
t he purpose of this section exceed $20,000 per year. The

commi ssion shall have the power to pronul gate such rul es and
regul ati ons as may be necessary to inplenent this section.

§ 573. Investigation.

The conmm ssion shall cause an investigation to be undertaken
within 48 hours after it receives a conplaint alleging danmages
by coyotes as provided for in section 572 (relating to damages
caused by coyotes; conplaints; liability).

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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