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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1822 5

| NTRODUCED BY HANNA, LYNCH, ROBI NSON, JARCLI N, VAN HORNE
BELARDI, L. |. COHEN, BUNT, CAPPABI ANCA, CORRI GAN, BOSCOLA,
TRELLO, STEELMAN, VEON, CAWEY, M COHEN, SAYLOR, YOUNGBLOOD,
BATTI STO AND RI CHARDSON, JUNE 19, 1995

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JUNE 19, 1995
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," providing for conputer hardware
grants to school districts and State-owned institutions of
hi gher | earning; and maki ng an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by addi ng an
article to read:

ARTI CLE XXVI - H.

COVWPUTER HARDWARE GRANTS.

Secti on 2601- H. Definitions.--Wen used in this article, the

foll owi ng words and phrases shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

"Board." The conputer hardware grant advi sory board created

under this article.

"Conputer hardware." A data processor which can be progranmed
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in at least two (2) standard conputer | anguages, which has a

random access nenory with a capacity for at least thirty-two

t housand (32, 000) bytes and is or can be used connected to a

screen for visual display of data. D splay screens, printers,

di sk drives and installation costs shall al so be consi dered

conmput er hardware under this definition.

"Conputer hardware grant." An anmount, not exceedi ng one

mllion dollars ($1, 000, 000) during any gi ven fiscal year,

awarded to an eliqgible instituti on by the Departnent of

Educati on to be used specifically for the purchase and

install ati on of conputer hardware equi pnent.

"Eligible institution." Any public school district or State-

owned institution which is a nenber of the State System of

Hi gher Educati on.

Secti on 2602-H. Conputer Hardware Grants.--For the State

fiscal year beqginning on July 1, 1995 and commencing on July 1

on every fiscal year thereafter, the departnent shall award

conputer hardware grants on a continuing basis to eliqgible

institutions which clearly denpnstrate a need for new equi pnent

or upgrades of existing equi pnent to enhance academ c or

techni cal instruction.

Secti on 2603-H. Application.--The departnent shall devel op

an application for conputer hardware grants within three (3)

nont hs after the passage of this article. Each eligible

instituti on applying for grant noneys nust subnit such

application to the departnent for review. The departnent shal

approve or di sapprove every application within thirty (30) days

and notify the applicant within fifteen (15) days after its

deci sion. The infornmation required with the applicati on shal

i nclude, but not be linmted to:
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(1) a statenent of need by the eligible institution;

(2) a specific explanati on of how students at each eliqgible

institution can utilize the conputer hardware to gat her data,

anal yze data and apply data to enhance their probl em sol vi ng and

anal ytical skills:;

(3) an explanati on whi ch expl ai ns how t he educati onal

institution will use the conputer hardware to produce hi gher

student outcones in a single learning discipline or a

conbi nati on of disciplines;

(4) a description of the conputer hardware to be purchased;

(5) a copy of the contract purchase aqgreenent and ot her

bi ddi ng i nfornmati on the departnent deens necessary;

(6) a statenent that any grant noneys awarded will be used

specifically for conputer hardware purchases; and

(7) any other information required by the departnent.

Secti on 2604- H. Bi ds and Purchasing.--(a) Each eligible

instituti on which applies for grant noneys under this article

shall foll ow applicable sections of State | aw pertaining to bids

and purchasi ng, including section 807.1 and section 12 of the

act of Decenber 6, 1967 (P.L.678, No.318), known as "The

Pennsyl vani a H gher Educational Facilities Authority Act of

(b)Y The departnent nmay assi st school districts in review ng

contract bids and provi de techni cal assi stance to school

districts regardi ng the bi ddi ng process and award of contracts

f or conput er hardware equi pnent.

Secti on 2605-H. Contri buti ons by Educati onal Institutions.--

(a) A school district's fund matchi ng obligati on shall be

cal cul ated as a percentage which shall be determ ned by

mul ti plying the value of one (1) mnus the district's determn ned
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aid ratio provided for under Article XXV of this act. No school

district shall be required to contri bute an anmount exceedi ng

twenty-five percent (25% of the total cost of the conputer

har dwar e equi pnent purchased.

(b) A State-owned institution of higher |earning shal

provide nmatching funds in order to receive a conputer hardware

grant pursuant to this article.

Secti on 2606- H. Limtati on on Funds.--(a) Not nore than

twenty-five percent (25% of the funds appropri ated duri ng any

gi ven fiscal year shall be awarded to State-owned institutions

of hi gher | earni ng.

(b) No eligible instituti on shall be awarded grant funds

exceeding one mllion dollars ($1,000,000) in any given fiscal

year.

Section 2607-H. Advisory Board.--(a) Wthin thirty (30)

days after the effective date of this article and annual ly

thereafter, the Secretary of Educati on shall appoint an advi sory

board consi sting of eleven (11) persons. The board shall be

conposed of the foll ow ng:

(1) Five (5) professional enpl oyes or school directors

representi ng school districts fromdifferent geographi c regi ons

of this Commopnweal t h.

(2) Two (2) representatives of State-owned institutions of

hi gher | ear ni ng.

(3) Three (3) citizens of this Commonweal t h.

(4) One (1) enpl oye of the departnent.

(b)Y The board shall provide advice to the Secretary of

Educati on during the devel opnent of rul es and reqgul ati ons under

this article and nay of fer comments and recomrendati ons on the

awar di ng of conputer hardware grants.
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(c) Advisory board nenbers shall not receive a salary but

shall be rei nbursed for actual expenses incurred while attendi ng

meeti ngs under this article.

(d) The advisory board shall select a chairman from anong

its nenbers and shall neet as it deens necessary.

Secti on 2608- H. Report to General Assenbly.--The depart nent

shall annually subnit to the General Assenbly a report of:

(1) the total nunmber of grants awarded;

(2) the anmpbunt of individual grants and the educati onal

institutions to which they were awarded; and

(3) the total anmpbunt of grant nopneys awar ded.

Secti on 2609- H. Rul es and Requl ati ons. --The departnent shal

pronul gate rules and requl ations to carry out the purposes of

this article within ninety (90) days followi ng the effective

date of this article.

Section 2. The sum of $30, 000,000 is hereby appropriated to
t he Departnent of Education for the fiscal year July 1, 1995, to
June 30, 1996, to award conputer hardware grants under the
provi sions of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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