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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1160 Session of

1995

INTRODUCED BY WOGAN, KENNEY, CLYMER, HENNESSEY, LAUGHLIN,
SCHRODER, MICHLOVIC, GRUPPO, MERRY, MUNDY, CLARK, CIVERA,
J. TAYLOR, ROONEY AND O'BRIEN, MARCH 14, 1995

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON URBAN AFFAIRS, MARCH 14, 1995

AN ACT

1  Prohibiting a municipality from imposing a fee for the
2     registration of an alarm system; and limiting the authority
3     of municipalities to impose fees for false alarms by alarm
4     systems.

5     The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

6  hereby enacts as follows:

7  Section 1.  Short title.

8     This act shall be known and may be cited as the Alarm Fee

9  Control Act.

10  Section 2.  Definitions.

11     The following words and phrases when used in this act shall

12  have the meanings given to them in this section unless the

13  context clearly indicates otherwise:

14     "Alarm system."  Any assembly of equipment, mechanical,

15  electrical or battery operated, arranged to signal the

16  occurrence of an illegal entry, theft or robbery requiring

17  urgent attention and to which any police department in this

18  Commonwealth actually responds.



1     "Alarm user."  Any person, firm, partnership, association,

2  corporation, company or organization of any kind in control of

3  any building, premises, structure or facility or portion thereof

4  wherein an alarm system is installed, operated or maintained.

5     "Assessment."  Any fees, fines, monetary penalties,

6  surcharges or related charges.

7     "Actually responds."  A police department in this

8  Commonwealth actually responds to an alarm only if police

9  officers physically inspect the property, buildings, premises,

10  structure or facility wherein an alarm system is installed,

11  operated or maintained after the alarm has been activated.

12     "Inadvertent false alarm."  An alarm system activated in the

13  absence of an emergency, whether willfully or by inadvertence,

14  negligence or unintentional act, including any mechanical or

15  electrical malfunction of the alarm system, to which a police

16  department in this Commonwealth actually responds. Multiple

17  alarms received by any police department in this Commonwealth

18  from one alarm system shall be considered a single alarm if the

19  alarm system is deactivated or repaired within eight hours of

20  the initial activation. A false alarm shall not include an alarm

21  activated by:

22         (1)  testing or repairing a telephone or electrical lines

23     or equipment outside the premises; or

24         (2)  unusually violent conditions of nature or other

25     extraordinary circumstances not reasonably subject to control

26     by the alarm user.

27     "Municipality."  Any county, city, town, borough, township or

28  home rule municipality, including any city regardless of class

29  which is governed by a home rule charter.

30  Section 3.  Limitations on activity.
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1     No municipality may impose any fee for the registration of an

2  alarm system or charge any assessment for activation of any

3  alarm system, including any inadvertent false alarm except as

4  authorized by this act.

5  Section 4.  Assessments.

6     A municipality may not impose any assessment against an alarm

7  user for:

8         (1)  The first three inadvertent false alarms activated

9     by any alarm system during any calendar year.

10         (2)  Any activation of an alarm system caused by the

11     unauthorized entry by any person upon the property or any

12     portion thereof.

13  Section 5.  Inadvertent false alarm.

14     (a)  General rule.--Except as provided under subsection (b),

15  any assessment against an alarm user for an inadvertent false

16  alarm over three in any calendar year shall not exceed $25 for

17  each inadvertent false alarm.

18     (b)  Over seven alarms.--Any assessment against an alarm user

19  for an inadvertent false alarm over seven in any calendar year

20  shall not exceed $100 for each inadvertent false alarm.

21     (c)  Assessment not paid.--If any assessment is not paid or

22  contested by an alarm user within 30 days of receipt of the

23  notice of assessment, an additional assessment of $150 to $300

24  may be imposed.

25  Section 6.  Intentional activation.

26     Nothing in this act shall be deemed to repeal or otherwise

27  limit the repeal of any law providing for the punishment of or

28  remedy against any person who intentionally activates a false

29  alarm.

30  Section. 7.  Abrogation of inconsistent ordinances.
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1     Any ordinance, including any ordinance of any city of the

2  first class governed by a home rule charter, shall be abrogated

3  to the extent that the ordinance is inconsistent with this act.

4  Section 8.  Effective date.

5     This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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