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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA
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A JO NT RESCLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania, further providing for prohibition of the
del egati on of certain powers.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl

That section 31 of Article Il be anended to read:

8§ 31. Delegation of certain powers prohibited.

(a) The General Assenbly shall not delegate to any speci al
conmi ssion, private corporation or association, any power to
make, supervise or interfere with any nunicipal inprovenent,
noney, property or effects, whether held in trust or otherw se,

or to levy taxes or perform any nunicipal function whatever.

(b) Notwi thstanding the [foregoing limtation] provisions of

subsection (a) or any other provision of the Constitution, the

Ceneral Assenbly may enact | aws which provide that the findings
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of panels or comm ssions, selected and acting in accordance with
| aw for the adjustnent or settlenent of grievances or disputes
or for collective bargaining between policenen and firenmen and
their public enployers shall be binding upon all parties and
shall constitute a nandate to the head of the politica
subdi vi sion which is the enployer, or to the appropriate officer
of the Commonwealth if the Commonwealth is the enployer, with
respect to matters which can be renedi ed by admnistrative
action, and to the | awraki ng body of such political subdivision
or of the Commonwealth, with respect to natters which require

| egi slative action, to take the action necessary to carry out
such findi ngs.

(c) Notwi thstandi ng the provisions of subsection (a) or any

ot her provision of the Constitution, the adjustnment or

settl enent of qgrievances or di sputes or coll ective bargai ni ng

agreenents between teachers and their public enpl oyers shall be

by binding arbitration. Arbitration shall be linmted to those

i ssues not agreed to in witing prior to the start of

arbitration. The arbitration of collective bargai ni ngq agreenents

bet ween teachers and their public enpl oyers shall be done by a

single judge or by a panel of three judges of the court of

commpn pleas of the judicial district having jurisdiction over

the school district which is the public enpl oyer. The

deternmi nation of the court with regard to the arbitrati on of a

col |l ecti ve bargai ni ng agreenent shall be confined to a choice

between the | ast contract offer of the public enpl oyer, taken as

a whole, and the | ast contract offer of the enpl oyees or their

representati ve, taken as a whole. The arbitrati on determ nati on

of the court shall be binding upon all parties and shal

constitute a mandate to the head of the school which is the
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enpl oyer, with respect to matters whi ch can be renedi ed by

admi ni strative action, and to the school board of the school

district, with respect to matters which require | egi sl ative

action, to take the action necessary to carry out the findings.

The arbitrati on of coll ective bargai ni ng agreenents shall begin

not |later than 60 days prior to the schedul ed begi nning of the

school year and shall be concluded not | ater than seven days

prior to the schedul ed begi nning of the school year. The

arbitration determ nati on of the court nay be subject to a

bi ndi ng ref erendum of the voters of the school district if there

is submtted to the appropriate el ecti on board within 30 days of

the arbitrati on determ nation of the court a petition

chal |l engi ng the determ nation by 25% of the residents of the

school district who voted in the | ast el ecti on. Upon

certification of a valid petition, a referendum shall be

schedul ed; and the choi ces subnitted before the court shall be

pl aced on the ball ot at the next schedul ed el ecti on. The

el ectorate shall be linmited to the choices presented to the

court. Any adjustnent of econom c or financial considerations

required as a result of the referendum shall be prorated over

the termof the coll ective bargai ni ng agreenent. No teacher nmay

strike or participate in a strike or simlar interruption of

governnent service. Any strike or interruption of governnent

service prohibited by this subsecti on shall constitute an

acti onabl e breach of duty to nmenbers of the public affected by

the interrupti on, who shall have a right to renedy and redress

in the courts. This subsection shall be self-executing. Nothing

in this subsection shall prohibit the General Assenbly from

enacting | aws not inconsistent with this section which provide

that the findings of panels or conmi ssions, acting in accordance
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with |aw for the adjustnment or settlenent of qri evances or

di sputes between teachers and their public enpl oyers, shall be

bi ndi ng upon all parties and shall constitute a nmandate to the

head of the political subdivision which is the enployer, with

respect to matters which can be renedi ed by adm ni strative

action, and to the | awmaki ng body of the political subdivision,

with respect to matters which require | egislative action, to

take the acti on necessary to carry out the findings. In the

absence of enabling leqgislation for the arbitrati on of

gri evances and di sputes, such arbitration shall be done by a

single judge or by a panel of three judges of the court of

commpn pleas of the judicial district having jurisdiction over

the school district which is the public enpl oyer.
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