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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 707 5

I NTRODUCED BY HANNA, LUCYK, KUKOVICH, TRELLO D. R WRI GHT,
M COHEN, GORDNER, FAI RCHI LD, MELI O LAUGHLI N, DALEY, CURRY
HORSEY, SURRA, YOUNGBLOCOD, CAWEY, STERN, BELARDI, STEELMAN
AND RI CHARDSON, FEBRUARY 13, 1995

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
FEBRUARY 13, 1995
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AN ACT
Pl acing a noratoriumon the construction of contam nated waste
incinerators; and establishing a comm ssion to study the
effects of contam nated waste incinerators on the public
heal t h, environnment and the econony of this Commonweal t h.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) That incineration is a waste-processing nethod that
should only be utilized when there are no other alternatives
for the disposal of hazardous waste.

(2) That the current underground storage tank closure
requi renents and a noving trend toward industrial site
remedi ation activity will result in greater anmounts of
contam nated soil and material needi ng proper disposal
nmet hods.

(3) That the Commonwealth and its agents shoul d exam ne
and consi der other nethods of hazardous waste di sposal such

as, but not limted to, bio-renediation or |and farm ng,

before granting future incinerator permts.
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(4) That the possible effects of hazardous waste
incineration on public health, the environnent and the
econony have not been adequately addressed and no concl usive
and convinci ng evidence has been set forth.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Hazardous
Wast e I ncinerator Moratorium Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmm ssion.” The Comm ssion on Hazardous WAste Incinerators
est abli shed in section 4.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Environnmental Resources of
t he Conmonweal t h.

"Hazardous waste."” As defined in section 103 of the act of
July 7, 1980 (P.L.380, No.97), known as the Solid Waste
Managenent Act.

"Hazardous waste incinerator.”™ An enclosed device using
controlled flane conbustion, the primary purpose of which is to
thermal |y break down and purify hazardous waste.

"Secretary." The Secretary of Environnental Resources of the
Conmonweal t h.

Section 3. Moratoriumon construction of hazardous waste
i ncinerators.

The departnent is directed to cease imedi ately the revi ew

and i ssuance of permts for newy proposed hazardous waste

incinerators for a period of 18 nonths.
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Section 4. Comm ssion on Hazardous WAste I ncinerators.

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby created a 13- nenber
Commi ssi on on Hazardous Waste Incinerators for the purpose of
assisting the department in providing technical and scientific
advi ce as needed to inplenent the provisions of this act.

(b) Menbership.--Five nenbers shall be appointed by the
secretary and two nenbers each by the President pro tenpore of
the Senate, the Mnority Leader of the Senate, the Speaker of
t he House of Representatives and the Mnority Leader of the
House of Representatives. Menbers shall have background in and
be practicing in engineering, statistics, chem stry, toxicology
or other related scientific education or have experience that
relates to problens and i ssues applicable to the use of
hazar dous waste incinerators. The board nenbership shall include
representatives of |ocal governnent, the public, the regul ated
community and the academ c field.

(c) Termns.--The nmenbers of the comm ssion shall serve three-
year terns.

(d) Expenses.--Menbers of the board shall be reinbursed for
their travel expenses and any other reasonabl e expenses incurred
in the performance of their duties as nenbers of the conm ssion.

(e) Support.--The departnent shall provide the appropriate
adm ni strative and techni cal support needed by the comm ssion in
order to acconplish its purpose, including support for surveys
or technical studies that the comm ssion may consi der necessary
to undertake. The departnment shall publish a notice of neeting
dates, times and | ocations and an agenda for the neeting no | ess
than 14 days prior to the neeting. These notices shall be
publ i shed in a manner as required by the act of July 3, 1986
(P.L.388, No.84), known as the Sunshine Act.
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Section 5. Powers and duti es.

The powers and duties of the comm ssion are as foll ows:

(1) To study and eval uate the present methods of
hazar dous waste incineration and possible alternatives.

(2) To study and evaluate the effects, if any, of
hazardous waste incineration on human health, the environment
and the econony.

(3) To study and evaluate current safety standards and
propose additional standards if necessary.

(4) To report its findings and recomrendations to the
Governor, the General Assenbly and the departnent in such a
time frane so as to coincide with the end of the noratorium

on the issuance of permts by the departnent.

Section 6. Ef fecti ve date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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