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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 374 5

| NTRODUCED BY D. W SNYDER, JADLOW EC, FLICK, BROWN, CLARK,
BATTI STO, STEIL, FARMVER, LYNCH, FICHTER, STERN, CONTI, ALLEN
STI SH, CHADW CK, BUNT, FARGO, NYCE, GRUPPO, ZUG PHI LLI PS,
WAUGH, McCALL, ROBERTS, FAI RCHI LD, SCHULER, KING THOVAS,
M N WRI GHT, HANNA, J. TAYLOR, GODSHALL, HENNESSEY, KENNEY,
STAIRS, E. Z. TAYLOR, TRUE, ARGALL AND CEl ST,
JANUARY 26, 1995

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
JANUARY 26, 1995
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AN ACT
Providing for the review and coordi nati on of Federal mandates;
and establishing the Joint Legislative Committee on Federal
Mandat es.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Joint
Legislative Cormttee on Federal Mandates Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings and decl arati ons.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and decl ares that:
(1) The Tenth Anendnent to the Constitution of the
United States reads as follows: "The powers not delegated to
the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it

to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to

t he people.”



1 (2) The nunber of Federal nmandates inposed upon the

2 states by the Congress of the United States has increased

3 alarmngly in recent years.

4 (3) The General Assenbly desires to personally protect
5 t he sovereignty of this Comonweal th from Federa

6 encroachnment as well as communicate with the nenbers of

7 Congress from Pennsyl vani a concerning this critical problem
8 so that these representatives may be conpl etely cogni zant of
9 the effect the actions of the Federal Government have at the
10 | egi slative |l evel and nay be nore sensitive to Federal

11 usurpation of the authority of the Commonweal t h.

12 (4) Nothing in this act shall be construed to authorize
13 the Joint Legislative Commttee on Federal Mandates to

14 exercise the legislative power vested in the General Assenbly
15 by section 1 of Article Il of the Constitution of

16 Pennsyl vani a.

17 Section 3. Definitions.

18 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
19 have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
20 context clearly indicates otherw se:
21 "Conmittee.” The Joint Legislative Conmttee on Federal
22 Mandates established in section 4.
23 Section 4. Joint Legislative Conmittee on Federal Mandat es.
24 (a) Establishnment.--The Joint Legislative Commttee on
25 Federal Mandates is established.
26 (b) Menbership.--
27 (1) The conmittee shall consist of:
28 (i) the President pro tenpore of the Senate;
29 (1i) four nenbers of the Senate appointed by the
30 President pro tenpore of the Senate;
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(1i1) the Speaker of the House of Representatives;
and

(iv) four nmenbers of the House of Representatives
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(2) No nore than three nmenbers of the Senate or House of

Representatives, including the President pro tenpore of the

Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, shal

be fromthe sane political party.

(c)

Terns. - - Menbers shall serve two-year terns ending on the

convening of the regular session of the General Assenbly in each

odd- nunber ed year.

(d)

Legal neetings.--The commttee shall neet on the call of

the President pro tenpore of the Senate or the Speaker of the

House of Representatives. A mgjority of the nenbers constitutes

a quorum for the transaction of busi ness.

(e)

Duties.--The commttee shall:

(1) Annually review the activities of Congress and the

Federal Governnent, including court rulings with regard to

any |laws, regulations or other actions that may require the

Commonweal th to conply with any Federal mandate.

(2) Take any action necessary to protect the

constitutional rights and sovereignty of the Commonweal t h

agai nst Federal nandates.

(3) Arrange for and conduct an annual joint session of

the General Assenbly or a neeting of the conmittee and

request the attendance of all nenbers of Congress from

Pennsyl vania to discuss issues relating to Federal nandates

and the appropriate use of Federal power to influence State

policy.

(f)

Staff.--The conmittee may utilize |egislative staff for
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1 research and other services required by the commttee.
2 Section 5. Effective date.

3 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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