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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA
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AN ACT

Providing for the legal review of Federal nandates; and
establishing the Constitutional Defense Council.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the
Constitutional Defense Council Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings and decl arati ons.

The Ceneral Assenbly finds and decl ares that:

(1) The Constitution of the United States envisions

soverei gn states and guarantees the states a republican form

of government in which decisions are made by the el ected
representatives of the people.
(2) The power of State and | ocal governnents of the

Commonweal th to better the lives of their citizens is being



1 encroached upon by the Federal Governnent.

2 (3) Wth increasing and al arm ng frequency i nportant

3 deci sions affecting the lives of Cormmonweal th residents that

4 should be left to the Commonweal th are bei ng nade by the

5 Federal Governnent in Washington, D.C.

6 (4) Federal nmandates are being inposed on the

7 Commonweal th wi t hout acconpanying tax dollars necessary to

8 i npl enent the mandat ed prograns.

9 (5) The inpact of Federal nandates threatens the fiscal
10 integrity of this Conmonwealth as well as our right of self-
11 determ nati on.

12 (6) The intent of this legislation is to restore,

13 mai ntai n and advance the sovereignty and authority of the

14 Commonweal th over issues that affect the State and the well -
15 being of its citizens.

16 (7) Nothing in this act shall be construed to authorize
17 the council to exercise the |egislative power vested in the
18 CGeneral Assenbly by section 1 of Article Il of the

19 Constitution of Pennsylvani a.

20 Section 3. Definitions.

21 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

22 have the meanings given to themin this section unless the

23 context clearly indicates otherw se:

24 "Council."™ The Constitutional Defense Council established in
25 section 4.

26 Section 4. Constitutional Defense Council.

27 (a) Establishnent.--The Constitutional Defense Council is

28 established to carry out the provisions of this act.

29 (b) Menbership.-- The council shall consist of the follow ng
30 nenbers:
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(1) The Governor, who shall serve as chairman.
(2) The Lieutenant Governor.

(3) The Attorney General.

(4) The Auditor General.

(5) The State Treasurer.

(6) The President pro tenpore of the Senate.

(7) The Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(c) Legal neetings.--The council shall neet at tinmes at the
call of the chair. A mjority of the nmenbership on the counci
is required for a quorumto conduct council business. A majority
of the quorumis required for any action taken by the council.

(d) Powers and duties.--The council, in the nane of the
Commonweal th or its citizens, may exam ne and chal |l enge the
followi ng by | egal action, proposed |egislation or any other
| egal neans:

(1) Federal mandat es.
(2) Court rulings.
(3) The authority granted to or assunmed by the Federal

Gover nnent .

(4) Laws, regulations and practices of the Federal

Gover nnent .

(5) Any other activity that is deened appropriate by the

counci | .

Section 5. Constitutional Defense Council Fund.

The Constitutional Defense Council Fund is hereby
established. A council fund is established in the State Treasury
for deposit of appropriations, gifts, grants and other counci
noneys. Moneys in the Constitutional Defense Council Fund are
conti nuously appropri at ed.

Secti on 6. Ef fecti ve date.
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1 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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