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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON

Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th

of Pennsyl vani a, authorizing the use of the initiative and

ref erendum as powers reserved for the people.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl

That Article Il be anended by adding a section to read:

8§ 33. Powers reserved for the people.

(a) (1) The legislative power of this Conmmonwealth shall be

vested in the Senate and the House of Representatives, but the

peopl e reserve to thensel ves the power to propose statutes and

anendnents to the Constitution and to adopt them or reject them

at the polls, independent of the General Assenbly.

(2) The initiative is the power of the electors to propose

statutes and anendnents to the Constitution and to adopt or

rej ect them
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(3) An initiative neasure nmay be proposed by presenting to

the Secretary of the Commonwealth a petition that sets forth the

text of the proposed statute or anendnent to the Constitution

and is certified by the Secretary of the Commobnwealth to have

been signed by regi stered el ectors equal in nunber to 5% in the

case of the statute, or 8% in the case of an anendnment to the

Constitution, of the votes for all candi dates for Governor at

the | ast gubernatorial el ection.

(4) Signatures on initiative petitions nust be obtai ned from

regi stered el ectors equal in nunber to at | east 5% of the votes

for all candi dates for Governor at the | ast gubernatori al

election in each of 23 counties in this Commpbnweal t h.

(5) The Secretary of the Commpbnwealth shall submt the

measure at the next general election held at | east 131 days

after the neasure qualifies or at a special statew de el ection

held prior to the general election. A special statew de el ection

for the neasure will be held if called for in the text of the

petition for the proposed statute or anendnent to the

Constitution, or if the Governor calls for a special statew de

el ection for the neasure. In no case will a special election be

held | ess than 131 days before a general el ection.

(6) The Secretary of the Commpbnwealth shall only certify a

measure wherein all signatures on petitions are obtai ned and

affixed to the petitions for the neasure during the sane requl ar

session of the General Assenbly.

(7) An initiative neasure may not be used to anend or nodify

in any way the Declaration of Rights stated in Article | of the

Constitution of Pennsyl vani a.

(8) An initiative neasure enbraci ng nore than one subj ect

may not be subnmitted to the el ectors or have any effect.
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(9) No neasure that relates to nam ng an i ndividual to hold

office or to naming or identifying a private corporation to

performa function or have a power or duty shall be proposed by

an initiative petition.

(10) An initiative anendnent to the Constituti on approved by

the el ectors which requires enabling | egislation shal

constitute a mandate to the CGeneral Assenbly to enact the

appropri ate | egi slation by the concl usi on of the next

| egi sl ati ve sessi on.

(b)Y (1) The legislative power of this Conmmonwealth shall be

vested in the Senate and the House of Representatives, but the

peopl e reserve to thensel ves the power, at their own option, to

approve or reject statutes or parts of statutes passed by the

CGCeneral Assenbly.

(2) The referendumis the power of the electors to approve

or reject statutes or parts of statutes except urgency statutes

or statutes calling el ections.

(3) A referendum may be proposed by presenting to the

Secretary of the Commpbnweal th a petition, certified to have been

signed by reqistered electors equal in nunber to at | east 5% of

the votes for all candi dates for Governor at the | ast

gubernatorial election, asking that the statute or part of it be

submtted to the el ectors.

(4) Signatures on referendum petitions nust be obtai ned from

regi stered el ectors equal in nunber to at | east 5% of the votes

for all candi dates for Governor at the | ast gubernatori al

el ection in each of the 23 counties in this Conmobnweal t h.

(5) The Secretary of the Commpbnwealth shall submt the

measure at the next statew de general, nunicipal, primry or

special election held at | east 75 days after it qualifies.
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(c) (1) The Ceneral Assenbly shall provide the manner in

whi ch petitions may be circul ated, presented and certified and

shall require by | aw neasures to insure full disclosure of

di sbursenents made and recei pts obtai ned by parti es who have an

interest in initiative and referendum neasures and who have

exceeded a statutory threshold for such di sbursenments and

recei pts for any one initiative or referendum neasure i n each

el ection. The General Assenbly shall also require by | aw ful

di scl osure of any di sbursenents nmade by a person or corporation

fromanother state to advocate the passage or defeat of an

initiative or referendum neasure.

(2) An initiative or referendumpetition, in order to be

eliqgible for certification by the Secretary of the Conmbnweal t h,

shall first be signed by a conmmittee of initial petitioners

equal in nunber to that required by law for the filing of

nom nati on petitions by candi dates for public office to be

filled by the electors of the State at | arge, and who shall be

regi stered el ectors of the Commpbnwealth. That comm ttee shal

pay an adnini strative fee not exceeding the fee required by | aw

for the filing of nom nation petitions by candi dates for public

office to be filled by the electors of the State at large. |f

the Secretary of the Commpbnwealth shall certify that the

petition contains the entire text of the neasure, that the

measure is not either affirmatively or neqgatively substantially

the sane as any neasure whi ch has been submtted to the el ectors

in the previous two years and that it contains only one subject

which is not excluded from consi derati on under this section, the

Secretary of the Commpbnweal th shall provide petition forns for

the use of subsequent signers and shall print at the top of each

petition a fair, concise sunmary, as determnm ned by the
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Legi sl ati ve Reference Bureau, of the proposed neasure as such

sunmary will appear on the ballot. The Secretary of the

Commpnweal th shall have 30 days to certify the signatures on an

initiative and referendum petition. |If the Secretary of the

Commpnweal th shall fail to do so, the signatures shall be

considered certified. After the signatures on a petition have

been certified, an initiative shall proceed to the el ectorate

pur suant to subsection (a)(5), or the referendum shall proceed

to the el ectorate pursuant to subsection (b)(5).

(3) The Leqgislative Reference Bureau shall, within 30 days

of the certification of an initiative or referendum petition

upon whi ch the requi red nunber of signatures have been affi xed,

prepare an expl anati on or argunent, or both, for and al so an

expl anati on or arqunent, or both, against the sane. In

preparati on of these arqunents, a reasonable effort shall be

made to solicit and i ncorporate the arqunents of parties who

have an interest in the initiative or referendum neasures.

Wthin seven days of conpl eti on of expl anati ons or argunments,

the Secretary of the Commonweal th shall publish the sunmmary and

expl anati ons of arqunents, together with the entire text of the

measure, in the newspaper of |largest circulation in each county

and in as many newspapers of general circul ation as deened by

the Secretary of the Commonwealth to be sufficient to give

noti ce throughout this Conmmbnweal th. This information shall al so

be provided to the reqgistered electors in printed formno | ess

than 21 days prior to the election in which the neasure will be

pl aced before the el ectors.

(4) |If conflicting initiatives pass in the sane el ecti on,

the one receiving the nost votes shall prevail.

(5 An initiative statute or anendnent to the Constitution
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1 or_a referendum approved by a majority of votes thereon takes

2 effect the day after the election results are certified unless
3 the neasure provides otherw se.

4 (6) A neasure nmay not appear on the ballot in an election

5 nore than once in two years.

6 (7) The Ceneral Assenbly nmay not anend or repeal an

7 initiative or referendumstatute until at |east one |egislative
8 session has intervened, and then only upon a vote of two-thirds
9 of the nenbers elected to the Senate and two-thirds of the
10 nenbers elected to the House of Representatives.
11 (8) The veto power of the Governor shall not extend to an
12 initiative or referendum statute approved by the electors.
13 (d) Initiative and referendum powers may be exercised by the
14 electors of each nunicipality, school district or other unit of
15 local government in a manner that the General Assenbly shal
16 provide or that the electorate shall define through the power of
17 initiative pursuant to subsections (a)(1l) through (10).
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