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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 229 %%

| NTRODUCED BY GODSHALL, SATHER, D. W SNYDER, KING M LLER
COLAlI ZZO, WOGAN, SAYLOR, WAUGH, STABACK, HENNESSEY, CEl ST,
DeLUCA, BROWN, CARONE, STAIRS, Cl VERA, HESS AND GORDNER
JANUARY 24, 1995

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, JANUARY 24, 1995

O (o0} ~ » (3] ~ WN -

N T N S N e
N~ o oo A WN - O

AN ACT

Amrending Title 34 (Gane) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated

Statutes, further providing for powers and duties of

enf orcement officers.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 901 of Title 34 of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes is amended to read:

8 901. Powers and duti es of enforcenent officers.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Any officer whose duty it is to enforce

this title or any officer investigating any alleged violation of
this title shall have the power and duty to:

(1) Enforce all laws of this Comobnwealth relating to
ganme or wildlife and arrest any person who has viol ated any
of the provisions of this title while in pursuit of that
person i medi ately follow ng the violation.

(2) Go upon any |land or water outside of buildings,

posted or otherwise, in the performance of the officer's
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duty.

(3) Serve subpoenas issued under the provisions of this
title.

(4) Carry firearns or other weapons, conceal ed or
otherwise, in the performance of the officer's duties.

(5) Purchase and resell gane or wildlife, or any part
t hereof, for the purpose of securing evidence.

(6) Stop and inspect or search at any tinme if probable

cause exists, without warrant, any nmeans of transportation

within this Coormonweal th. Any officer who stops any neans of
transportation shall be in uniformand present a badge or
ot her nmeans of official identification and state the purpose
of the inspection or search.

(7) Inspect and exanmi ne or search[,] at any tinme or

pl ace if probabl e cause exists, any person or neans of

transportation or its attachnent or occupants, or any
cl othing worn by any person, or any bag, clothing or
cont ai ner when the officer presents official identification
and states the purpose of the inspection or search.

(8) Inspect and exanmi ne or search[,] at any tine if

probabl e cause exists, w thout warrant, any canp, tent,

cabin, trailer or any means of transportation or its
attachment bei ng used when the officer presents official
identification to the person in charge and states the purpose
of the inspection or search.

(9) Secure and execute all warrants and search warrants
for violations of this title or, with proper consent, to
search or enter any building, dwelling, house, tavern, hotel,
boar di nghouse, enclosure, vehicle or craft or any attachnents

thereto, to open, by whatever neans necessary, any door,
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1 conpartment, chest, |ocker, box, trunk, bag, basket, package
2 or container and to exam ne the contents thereof and seize

3 any evidence or contraband found therein.

4 (10) Wien nmking an arrest or an investigation or when
5 found in the execution of a search warrant, seize and take

6 possession of all gane or wildlife or parts of gane or

7 wi ldlife which have been taken, caught, killed, had or held
8 i n possession, and seize all firearns, shooting or hunting

9 par aphernalia, vehicles, boats, conveyances, traps, dogs,

10 decoys, autonotive equi pnment, records, papers, permts,

11 Iicenses and all contraband or any unlawful device, inplenent
12 or other appliance used in violation of any of the | aws

13 relating to gane or wildlife.

14 (11) Adm nister any oaths required by the provisions of
15 this title or relative to any violation of any law relating
16 to game or wildlife and, where gane or wildlife is found in a
17 canp or in possession or under control of any individual or
18 hunti ng party, question the person or persons, under oath,

19 relative to the taking, ownership or possession of the gane
20 or wildlife.
21 (12) Operate or nove any vehicle, permanently or
22 tenporarily equipped with a type of flashing or rotating red
23 light or lights or audible device or both, approved by the
24 conmi ssi on, upon any street or highway within this
25 Commonweal th when performng duties within the scope of
26 enpl oynent .
27 (13) Demand and secure assi stance when the officer deens
28 it necessary.
29 (14) Demand and secure identification fromany person.
30 (15) Enforce all the laws of this Commonweal th and
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regul ati ons promul gated thereunder relating to fish, boats,
parks and forestry and other environnental matters, under the
direction of those agencies charged with the adm nistration
of these | aws.

(16) Require the holder of any license or permt
required by this title or by conm ssion regulation to sign
the hol der's nane on a separate piece of paper in the
presence of the requesting officer.

(17) Wien acting within the scope of the officer's
enpl oynment, pursue, apprehend or arrest any i ndividual
suspected of violating any provision of Title 18 (relating to
crinmes and of fenses) or any other offense classified as a
m sdeneanor or felony. The officer shall also have the power
to serve and execute warrants issued by the proper
authorities for offenses referred to in this paragraph and to
serve subpoenas issued for exami nation. Al powers as
provided for in this paragraph will be limted by such
adm ni strative procedure as the director, with the approval
of the comm ssion, shall prescribe. The regul ations shall be
pronmul gated within 90 days of the effective date of this
par agr aph.

(b) Definition.--As used in this section, the term "probabl e

cause" neans an apparent state of facts or circunstances

beli eved by an officer to exi st based either on an officer's

know edge or on reasonable trustworthy i nformation sufficient to

warrant a nman of reasonabl e caution to believe an of fense has

been or is being conmitted. The belief of any officer nmay be

based on probabilities which are not technical but factual or on

practi cabl e consi derati ons of everyday |ife.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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