PRINTER S NO. 91

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 117 =5

I NTRODUCED BY D. R WRI GHT, GORDNER, HALUSKA, M LLER, PESCI
Cl VERA, STEELMAN AND TRELLO, JANUARY 20, 1995

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON TOURI SM AND RECREATI ONAL DEVELOPMENT,
JANUARY 20, 1995
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 30, 1987 (P.L.157, No.15), entitled "An
act establishing the Rural Econom c Devel opnent Program for
rural Pennsyl vani a; inposing additional powers and duties on

t he Departnent of Commerce, the Departnment of Education and

the State System of Hi gher Education; meking appropriations;

and making a repeal," further providing for rural tourism
and maki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 304 of the act of June 30, 1987 (P.L.157,
No. 15), known as the Rural Econom c Devel opnment Program Act, is
amended to read:

Section 304. Rural tourism

[(a) Departnment grants.--The Departnent of Commerce shal
provi de grants to Appal achi an Local Devel opnment Districts, not
to exceed $30, 000 per district, for the devel opnent of a
regi onal tourismbrochure and map designating the historic sites
and tourist attractions within the region served by the

district. This information shall be devel oped t hrough

cooperative efforts of existing tourismpronotion and
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devel opnent agencies within the area served by the district.

(b) Regional tourism prograns.--Each | ocal devel opnent
district shall provide a regional tourism devel opnent program
which will serve as an integral part of the econom c devel opnent
plan within the | ocal devel opnent district.]

(a) Rural tourismpronoti on agency.--Agencies eligible to

apply for assistance are linmted to exi sting touri sm pronption

agenci es recogni zed by the Departnent of Conmerce whi ch

represent one or nore rural counties, as defined by the | atest

United States Census fi gures.

(b) Departnent grants.--The Departnment of Conmmerce shal

provi de nmatchi ng grants to rural tourism pronoti on agencies to

devel op regi onal tourism prograns. These grants may be used for

the foll ow ngQ:

(1) Local admi nistrative staff sal ari es.

(2) Local administrative expenses.

(3) Feasibility studies.

(4) Reports.

(5) Planning and design activities.

(6) Pronotional activities.

(7) Pronpotional products.

(8) Interpretive activities and products.

(c) Gant criteria.--To receive a Departnent of Commrerce

mat ching grant, a rural tourism pronoti on agency shal

denonstrate the foll ow ng:

(1) Coll aboration anong | ocal officials; business

| eaders; nonprofit organi zati ons; operators of |ocal hotels,

notel s and bed and breakfast facilities, and others deened

appropri at e.

(2) Authenticity of the site, as opposed to
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reconstructed or recreated sites. The Pennsyl vani a Hi stori cal

and Museum Comm ssion shall certify authenticity of

hi storical sites which are eligible for pronotion.

(3) Integration of the rural tourismprogramwth

overall county vision and pl anni ng.

(d) Techni cal assi stance.--The Departnent of Commerce shal

provide direct technical assistance and training in rural

touri sm pronotion, especially in the subject of heritage

tourism At |least one full-tine staff person in the depart nent

shall be assigned to be available to this activity.

(e) Coordination with other Conmonweal th agenci es. --The

Departnment of Commerce shall devel op policy reconmendati ons for

distribution to other Commpbnweal th agenci es. These

reconmendati ons shall set forth the Rural Tourism Pronotion

Program and shall descri be how ot her Comrmonweal th agenci es can

enhance this program Conmmonweal th agenci es shall provide the

Departnment of Commerce with proposals and plans for enhanced

rural tourismopportunities which utilize the resources of the

vari ous Commpnweal t h agenci es.

(f) Annual plan.--Rural tourism pronoti on agenci es shal

submt an annual plan to the Departnent of Commerce. The annual

pl an shall contain the sites and attracti ons which the | ocal

rural tourism pronoti on agencies plan to pronote. The Depart nent

of Commerce shall certify those sites and attracti ons which are

eliqgible for pronotion under this act. |If the Departnent of

Commer ce approves an annual plan, the rural tourism pronption

agency which subnmtted the annual plan shall receive

di sbursenents fromthe Departnent of Conmerce to inplenent that

plan.

Section 2. The sum of $2,000, 000, or as nuch thereof as nay
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1 be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of

2 Commerce for the fiscal year July 1, 1995, to June 30, 1996, to
3 carry out the provisions of this act.
4

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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