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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 272 55

| NTRODUCED BY STURLA, COY, BELARDI, VEON, FAJT, M COZZIE,
L. 1. COHEN, HERVAN, ROONEY, RUDY, STABACK, SANTONI, JARCLI N
DENT, DALEY, ARMSTRONG PETTIT, FREEMAN, LAUGHLI N, TI GUE,
ROBERTS, HARLEY, TRELLO, MJNDY, STETLER, RAYMOND, d GLI OITI,
JOSEPHS, BELFANTI AND CEI ST, MARCH 16, 1994

ADOPTED, MARCH 16, 1994
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng the week of March 14 through 20, 1994, as "Teen
Pregnancy Prevention Wek."

WHEREAS, Teenage pregnancy is a problemw th far-reaching
negati ve soci oeconom ¢ and wel I ness inplications; and

WHEREAS, The United States has the highest rates of teenage
pregnancy and birth in the Western Wrl d; and

WHEREAS, Thirty other states |ead Pennsylvania with a | ower
i nci dence of teenage pregnancy per capita; and

WHEREAS, Over 25% of teenagers never use contraceptives and
40% only use contraceptives sporadically; and

WHEREAS, One in ten American girls between the ages of 10 and
19 years of age will becone pregnant; and

WHEREAS, Only half of these teenage nothers will conplete
hi gh school prior to the age of 29; and

WHEREAS, Sixty-one percent of femal es under the age of 30

recei ving AFDC had their first child as a teenager; and
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WHEREAS, Children of teen nothers are at a greater risk of
heal th problens, |low intellectual and academ c achi evenent,
soci al behavi or probl ens and teenage pregnancy; and

WHEREAS, | ncreased community awar eness about the seriousness
of teenage pregnancy is paranmount to prevention efforts; and

WHEREAS, The probl em of teenage pregnancy needs to be
addressed by all l|evels of governnment, the educational system
health care delivery services, famlies and churches; therefore
be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives conmend and
support all efforts to prevent teenage pregnancy; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives encourage al
menbers and representatives of State and | ocal governnent,
school s, health care delivery services, churches and famlies to
address teenage pregnancy and pronote awareness of the problem
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
week of March 14 through 20, 1994, as "Teen Pregnancy Prevention
Week. "
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