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A RESCLUTI ON

Directing the Aging and Youth Commttee to study probl ens of
abuse of nental patients.

WHEREAS, It has conme to the attention of the General Assenbly
that there are instances of abuse of patients in health care
facilities who are being treated for nental or enotional
probl ens or disorders; and

WHEREAS, It is difficult for these patients to initiate
crimnal investigations or to pursue civil renedies; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th has the responsibility to protect
t hese patients and assure proper care; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th nay not be neeting this
responsi bility; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Aging and Youth Conm ttee conduct a study
of abuse of patients being treated for nmental or enotional
probl enms or disorders in health care facilities; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the committee have the power to hold hearings,



1 take testinony and nake investigations at such places as it

2 deens necessary in this Commonweal th; and be it further

3 RESCLVED, That the comm ttee have the power to issue

4 subpoenas under the hand and seal of its chairperson comuandi ng
5 any person to appear before the commttee to answer questions

6 touching matters properly being inquired into by the conmttee

7 and to produce such records and docunments as the commttee deens
8 necessary; and be it further

9 RESCLVED, That the subpoenas be servabl e upon any person and
10 have the sane effect as subpoenas issued out of the courts of

11 this Commonwealth and that any person who willfully neglects or
12 refuses to testify before the commttee or to produce any

13 records or docunments be subject to the penalties provided by the
14 laws of this Commonwealth in such case; and be it further

15 RESCLVED, That each nenber of the committee have power to

16 admnister oaths and affirmations to w tnesses appearing before
17 the conmttee; and be it further

18 RESCLVED, That the commttee nmake a report of its findings to
19 the House of Representatives by June 30, 1994.
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