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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 192 5

| NTRODUCED BY COWELL, EVANS, BLAUM RI CHARDSON, CALTAG RONE,
DeWEESE, | TKI N, VEON, CESSAR, KENNEY, O BRI EN, FAJT, RUDY
ROONEY, ROEBUCK, HALUSKA, MCALL, M COHEN, BELARDI AND
BATTI STO, OCTOBER 13, 1993

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, OCTOBER 13, 1993
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A RESOLUTI ON

Desi gnating a House Select Committee to investigate the issue of

vi ol ence in our comunities and to issue a report on its

fi ndi ngs and recomrendati ons.

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives directed the House
Education Committee to investigate the causes of firearm
vi ol ence in our schools pursuant to House Resol ution No. 139,
adopt ed unani nously on June 22, 1993; and

WHEREAS, The House Education Commttee has begun an
i nvestigation of the causes and extent of the school violence
problemin this Commonwealth as directed by House Resol ution No.
139; and

WHEREAS, The House Education Commttee has | earned through
its hearings and investigation to date that the problem of
school violence is part of a broader problem of violence anong
our youth and famlies in urban and rural comunities throughout

this Commonweal t h; and

VWHEREAS, The House Educati on Conmittee has | earned that
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effects of violent acts not only have inplications for our
schools, but also for famlies, conmmunities, the health care
system social service agencies, the courts and the crim nal
justice system and

WHEREAS, The House Education Conmittee has | earned that there
needs to be a conprehensive and coordi nated approach to
devel oping strategies and interventions in order to positively
and effectively respond to viol ence; and

WHEREAS, These strategies and interventions will require the
expertise and cooperation of different disciplines which extend
beyond the jurisdiction of the House Education Conmtt ee;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the investigation required of the House
Educati on Committee pursuant to House Resol ution No. 139 be
redirected to a select commttee of the House of Representatives
and that the scope of the investigation be expanded to include
the study of the causes of violence in our schools and
communities and to eval uate prograns which seek to prevent
vi ol ent behavior; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House Select Committee be conprised of the
Speaker of the House of Representatives and the majority
chai rman and mnority chairman of the foll owi ng House standi ng
comm ttees: Education Committee, Aging and Youth Comm ttee,
Health and Welfare Comm ttee, Judiciary Comrittee and
Appropriations Conmittee and the Majority Policy Commttee
Chai rman and the Mnority Policy Commttee Chairman; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That the nenbers of the select committee shal
choose from anong t hensel ves a chai rman and such other officers

as they deem necessary; and be it further
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RESCLVED, That the House Sel ect Conmittee nenbers shall draw
upon their existing staff to assist in the work of the House
Sel ect Conmittee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That State agencies and departnents are directed to
assi st the House Select Committee in its investigation; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the House Select Committee may hol d heari ngs,

take testinony and nake its investigations at such places as it
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deens necessary in this Commonweal th. Each nenber of the House
10 Select Conmittee shall have the power to adm nister oaths and
11 affirmations to wi tnesses appearing before the House Sel ect

12 Committee; and be it further

13 RESCLVED, That the House Select Committee prepare a report
14 wth findings and reconmendati ons for the nenbers of the House
15 of Representatives and that such report be submtted on or

16 before March 31, 1994.
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