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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2940 55

I NTRODUCED BY COWNELL AND EVANS, JUNE 16, 1994

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, SEPTEMBER 26, 1994
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An

act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al

school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,"” providing for alternative education

prograns for disruptive students—fer—basiec—education <—
: i ng I beid f o | .
payrents—; AND MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATI ON. <—

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known

as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by addi ng an

article to read:

ARTICLE XI X-C

ALTERNATI VE EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS FOR

DI SRUPTI VE STUDENTS.

Secti on 1901-C. Definitions.--The foll owi ng words and

phrases, as used in this article, shall, unless a different

meaning is plainly required by the context, have the foll ow ng
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(1) "Applicant" shall nean a school district or internedi ate

unit or a consortium of school districts, area vocati onal -

t echni cal schools and internmedi ate units which apply for grants

under this article.

(2) "Conmmunity resources" shall mean those services for

children and youth provided by the juvenile court, the

Departnment of Health, the Departnent of Public Welfare and ot her

public or private institutions.

(3) "Disruptive student" shall nmean a student who poses a

clear threat to the safety and welfare of other students or the

school staff, creates an unsafe school environnent, or whose

behavior materially interferes with the | earni ng of other

students or disrupts the overall educational process. The

di srupti ve student exhibits to a narked degree any or all of the

foll ow ng conditi ons:

(i) DPeftrantdisregard DI SREGARD for school authority, <—

i ncl udi ng persistent violation of school policies and rul es.

(ii) Display of or use of controll ed substances on school

property or during school-affiliated activities.

(iii) Violent or threateni ng behavi or.

(iv) Possession of a weapon on school property, as defined

under 18 Pa.C.S. 8 912 (relating to possessi on of weapon on

school property).

(v) Conmmission of a crimnal act on school property.

(vi) M sconduct that would nerit SUSPENS|I ON OR expul si on <—

under school policies.

(M) HABI TUAL TRUANCY. <—

No student who is eligible for special educati on services

pursuant to the Individuals with Disabilities Educati on Act

(Public Law 91-230, 20 U.S.C. 8 1400 et seq.) shall be deened a
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di srupti ve student for the purposes of this article, except as

provided for in 22 Pa. Code § 14.35 (relating to discipline).

(4) "Programt® shall nean an alternative educati on program

for disruptive students which is devel oped by an eliqgible

appli cant and whi ch renoves di sruptive students fromtheir

i mmedi ate school environnent, provides for their educati on and

provi des individualized assi stance to neet the needs of the <—

student. The program nmay provide transitional services for

students returning fromplacenent in juvenile detenti on centers.

The program nay operate on a year-round basis. The objective of

the program nust be to return the student to the requl ar school

. . | it bt kit i -
that—environrent— ENVI RONMENT WHEN THE APPLI CANT DETERM NES THE <—

STUDENT | S READY FOR THAT ENVI RONMENT.

(5) "Secretary" shall nean the Secretary of Education of the

Commpnweal t h.

Section 1902-C. Grant Application.--The grant application

shall require the foll owi ng i nfornmati on:

(1) A statenent of need which illustrates the type and

severity of student disruption.

(2) A resource assessnent descri bi ng conmunity and school

resources available to the applicant for the renedi ati on of

student di srupti on.

(3) A description of the acadenmi c curriculumto be utilized

and a description of the supplenmentary curriculumto be utilized

for the renmedi ati on of student needs. The suppl enentary

curriculumshall identify community resources.

(4) A statenent verifying that the program has been

devel oped in consultation with faculty and adm ni strati ve staff

of the applicant and, where appropriate, with comunity resource

19940H2940B4091 - 3 -
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(5) A statenent verifying that school personnel involved in

the program are properly certificated.

(6) A statenent verifying that the school board or boards of

t hose applicants form ng the consorti um have adopted policies

whi ch include a procedure for inform ng the student and the

parents or guardi ans of the student of the reasons for the

pl acenent and an opportunity for the student and the parents or

guardi ans of the student to respond before the pl acenent becones

effective. However, in the case of an assault by a student, or

ot her act which threatens the health or safety of others, the

of fendi ng student nay be transferred i nmediately into the

di srupti ve student program under 22 Pa. Code 8 12.6 (relating to

excl usi on from school). The opportunity to respond to such

pl acenent shall be provided to the student and the parents or

guardi ans of the student as soon thereafter as is practical.

(7) A statenent verifying that the program shall be used

only when ot her established nethods of discipline have been

utilized and have failed, except, in the event of an assault by

a student or other act which threatens the health or safety of

others which warrants i nmedi ate pl acenent.

Section 1903-C. G ant Awards.--(a) The secretary shal

cormunityresources— AWARD GRANTS TO THREE CATEGORI ES OF SCHOOL <—

DI STRICTS:  URBAN, SUBURBAN AND RURAL, AS DEFI NED BY THE

SECRETARY. THE AMOUNT OF THE GRANTS AWARDED TO APPLI CANTS WTHI N

EACH CATEGORY SHALL BE PROPORTI ONAL_TO THE WEI GHTED AVERAGE

DALY MEMBERSH P (WADM _OF EACH CATEGORY TO THE STATE- W DE
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VEEI GHTED AVERAGE DAILY MEMBERSH P (WADM . IN THE CASE OF

APPLI CATI ONS MADE ON BEHALF OF A CONSORTI UM OF SCHOOL DI STRI CTS,

THE SECRETARY SHALL HAVE THE DI SCRETI ON TO ASSI GN THE

APPLI CATI ON TO ONE OF THE CATEGORIES TO WH CH ONE OF THE

COVPONENT DI STRICTS IS A MEMBER. |F ALL OF THE FUNDS FROM A

CATEGORY ARE NOT_ALLOCATED, THE SECRETARY SHALL HAVE THE

AUTHORI TY TO SHI FT UNALLOCATED FUNDS TO ANOTHER CATEGORY FOR THE

PURPOSE OF AVWARDI NG GRANTS TO APPLI CANTS. THE SECRETARY SHALL

AVWARD GRANTS TO ELI G BLE APPLI CANTS W THI N EACH CATEGORY BASED

UPON EVALUATI ON OF THE APPLI CATIONS. PRIORITY SHALL BE G VEN I N

ALL CATEGORI ES TO THOSE APPLI CATI ONS WHI CH EXEMPLI FY

COLLABORATI VE ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN A CONSORTI UM OF SCHOCL

ENTI TI ES AND TO THOSE APPLI CANTS WHI CH EXEMPLI FY COLLABORATI ON

BETWEEN THE APPL| CANT AND COMVUNI TY RESOURCES.

(b)Y For fiscal year 1994-1995 only, priority shall be given

to applicants whi ch have an established alternati ve educati on

program for disruptive students that neets the requirenents of

this article. In determ ning the anbunt of the grants, the

secretary shall consider the nunber of students involved in the

program during the 1993-1994 school vyear.

(c) For fiscal year 1994-1995 and each school vyear

thereafter, grants may be awarded to applicants with establi shed

prograns and to applicants seeking to establish a program

(d) Gants shall be awarded to sel ected applicants no | ater

t han Septenber 30 of the year for which the grant has been

awar ded.

(e) The secretary shall augnent the State appropriation with

appropri ate Federal funds.
) . ) . Y ) lod | (i
subsecti-on—toread—
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SECTION 2. THE SUM OF $5, 000, 000 | S HEREBY APPROPRI ATED TO
THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON FOR GRANTS FOR PROGRAMS UNDER
ARTI CLE XI X-C OF THE ACT.

SECTION 3. TH S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT | MVEDI ATELY.
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