PRINTER S N0 3185

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2525 %%

| NTRODUCED BY STAI RS, TRELLO, MERRY, HENNESSEY AND E. Z. TAYLOR

FEBRUARY 2, 1994

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 2, 1994

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 9, 1959 (P.L.510, No.137), entitled, as

anended, "An act relating to the public I ands of the
Commonweal t h; defining such land; providing for the sale of
vacant and uni nproved public lands and the price to be paid
therefor; providing for the conveyance of title to vacant and
unappropriated public land to the Departnent of Forests and
Waters for forest culture, forest reservation, or State park
pur poses; providing for the conveyance of title to all public
| ands for which applications have been made or warrants

i ssued and to all persons having rights by settl enent and

i mprovenent upon paynent of the purchase price; providing for
the rel ease of liens for unpaid purchase price in certain
cases; preventing the granting of title to | ands and i sl ands
in the bed of navigable rivers and streans declared by law to
be public highways except in certain cases; and prescribing
the duties of the Departnment of Conmunity Affairs with
respect to the admnistration of the public | ands and the
records thereof, including surveys of county and Conmonweal t h
boundari es and docunents having to do with early titles,"
provi di ng for appraisal fees.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 8 of the act of July 9, 1959 (P.L.510,

No. 137), known as the Pennsylvania Public Lands Act, is anended

to read:

Section 8. Board of Appraisers.--Upon application for vacant
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| and, the land shall be appraised by a board of appraisers,
conprising three disinterested persons appoi nted by the
departnent, who are residents of the county or counties wherein
the land is situate, of whom one shall be an attorney at |aw who
shall act as chairman, one a registered professional engineer,
and one a licensed real estate broker.

The person so appointed shall swear or affirm before an
of ficer authorized to adm nister oaths, faithfully to perform
the duties herein prescribed, and that they are not directly or
indirectly interested in the application. They shall proceed to
val ue the Iand by going upon it and taking into consideration
soil, tinber, fisheries, mnerals, |ocation and other
advant ages, and shall determ ne the value thereof. In the case
of inproved | and, the value of the inprovenents shall not be
included in the valuation. The chairman of the board shal
prepare and transmt the report of the board to the departnent.
Havi ng agreed upon the valuation, the chairman shall certify the
same to the departnment in his report within thirty days after
t he appoi ntnment of the board. If any of the board of appraisers
so appointed shall fail, neglect or refuse to perform any of
their duties within thirty days of their appointnent, the
departnment may vacate the appoi ntnment and appoi nt anot her board
of appraisers to performthe work in the sane manner as the
original board. The menbers of the board shall be entitled to a
fee [of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) each and the chairman shal
receive an additional twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for the

preparation of the report] in _an anmpbunt as agreed upon by the

Pennsyl vani a H storical and Museum Conmm ssi on, the board of

apprai sers and the applicant.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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