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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2284 >

| NTRODUCED BY GODSHALL, GORDNER, NAI LOR, COLAI ZZO, Cl VERA,
DeLUCA, COY, BROWN, CARONE AND STAI RS, NOVEMBER 24, 1993

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, NOVEMBER 24, 1993
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, defining the offenses of unlawful
duplication of keys or key cards; and providing a penalty.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 5112. Unl awf ul duplication of keys or key cards.
(a) Ofense defined.--

(1) A person commts an offense if he, w thout

perm ssi on from aut hori zed personnel, duplicates,

manuf act ures or produces, or procures the duplication,

manuf acture or production of, a key or key card froma key or

key card which has inprinted on it the foll ow ng:

(i) The words "do not duplicate,” "unlawful to

duplicate" or "illegal to duplicate"; and

(ii) A synbol or other narking indicati ng ownership

by the Commonweal th, an institution of the State System
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of H gher Education, a State-related institution, a

State-aided institution, a political subdivision or a

muni ci pal authority of this Commbnweal t h.

(2) A person conmts an offense if he know ngly

possesses a key or key card whi ch has been dupli cated,

manuf actured or produced in violation of this section.

(b)Y Application.--This section shall apply only to keys or

key cards owned by the Commpbnweal th, an institution of the State

System of Hi gher Education, a State-related institution, a

State-aided institution, a political subdivision or a nunicipal

authority of this Commpnweal th. As used in this section, the

term"State-related instituti on'" neans The Pennsyl vania State

Uni versity, the University of Pittsburgh, Tenple University,

Li ncoln University and their branch canpuses, and any

institution which is hereafter designated "State-rel ated" by the

Commpnweal t h.

(c) Gading.--An offense under this section is a summary

offense for the first offense. For the second or subseguent

offense, the offense is a nm sdeneanor of the third degree.

(d) Prior offenses.--Prior to the conmencenent of trial or

entry of a plea of a defendant 16 years of age or ol der accused

of the sunmmary offense of unlawful duplication of keys or key

cards, the issuing authority shall notify the Pennsylvania State

Police for determ nation as to whether or not the def endant

previ ously has been convicted of the offense of unl awful

duplication of keys or key cards. The results of this

deterni nation shall be forwarded to the police departnent if the

departnent is the prosecutor or to the i ssuing authority if the

prosecutor is other than a police officer. The issuing authority

shall not proceed with a trial or plea in summary cases until in
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recei pt of the determ nati on nade by the Pennsyl vani a St ate

Police. The issuing authority shall use the informati on obtai ned

solely for the purpose of gradi ng the of fense under subsecti on

(b).

(e) Fingerprinting.--Upon conviction, the issuing authority

shall order the defendant to submt within five days of order

for fingerprinting by the municipal police of the jurisdiction

in which the offense all egedly was conmitted or by the

Pennsyl vania State Poli ce.

(f) Defense.--1t is a defense to prosecuti on under this

section that a person in the busi ness of duplicating,

manuf act uri ng or produci ng keys or key cards did duplicate,

manuf acture or produce a key or key card in reliance upon

witten authori zation presented on official |etterhead

stationery of the owner of the key or key card.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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