PRINTER S NO. 2254

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1873 %%

| NTRODUCED BY HECKLER, RI TTER, PI STELLA, FREENMAN, DeWEESE
HARLEY, L. |. COHEN, |TKIN, KUKOVICH, VEON, STETLER, RUDY,
FAJT, VANCE, STURLA, JOSEPHS, MJUNDY, STEELMAN AND ROONEY,
JUNE 22, 1993

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JUNE 22, 1993
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AN ACT
Requiring practitioners of the healing arts to disclose their
prenatal diagnosis policy to patients; inposing civil

penal ties; and providing for private rights of action.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Practitioners of healing arts required to nake
di scl osures.

Any practitioner of the healing arts in this Comobnweal th
shall, prior to the acceptance of a patient for gynecol ogic or
obstetric care, disclose to the patient, verbally and in
witing, when it is the policy of that practitioner to wthhold
genetic counseling or screening, prenatal screening or prenatal
di agnostic exans or information as to the appropriateness or
avai lability of the services.

Section 2. Enforcenent.

It shall be the duty of the appropriate |licensing boards in

t he Bureau of Professional and Cccupational Affairs of the
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Departnment of State to enforce the provisions of this act.
Section 3. Civil penalty.

A person who violates this act shall be liable to the
Commonweal th for a civil penalty of $10, 000.

Section 4. Private right of action.

A violation of this act shall create in the patient a private
right of action for damages, including extraordinary nedical
expenses incurred and enotional distress inflicted as a result
of the nondi scl osure.

Section 5. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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