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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1430 %5

| NTRODUCED BY WOZNI AK, RUDY, YEWCIC, BAKER, HERMAN,
M N WRI GHT, SURRA, HECKLER, STEELMAN, S. H SM TH, SAURMAN,
LAUGHLI N, RAYMOND, WOGAN, G G.I OTTI, HASAY, PISTELLA, MJNDY
SEMVEL, HARLEY, DeLUCA, ROONEY, LINTON, GEI ST, FAI RCH LD
ULI ANA, KUKOVI CH AND TI GUE, APRIL 27, 1993

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, APRIL 27, 1993

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), entitled "An
act providing for the admnistration of a statew de system of
vital statistics; prescribing the functions of the State
Department of Health, the State Advisory Health Board and
| ocal registrars; inmposing duties upon coroners,
prot honotaries, clerks of orphans' court, physicians,

m dwi ves and ot her persons; requiring reports and
certificates for the registration of vital statistics;

regul ating the disposition of dead bodies; limting the

di scl osure of records; prescribing the sufficiency of vital
statistics records as evidence; prescribing fees and
penal ti es; and revising and consolidating the laws rel ating
thereto,” requiring providing an opportunity for birth
parents to voluntarily acknow edge the paternity of a child.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 401 of the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304,
No. 66), known as the Vital Statistics Law of 1953, anended July
11, 1990 (P.L.433, No.106), is anmended to read:

Section 401. Birth Registration: General Provisions.--(a) A
certificate of each birth occurring in this Commonweal t h shal

be filed with the local registrar of the district in which the
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birth occurs within a period prescribed by regul ati ons of the
Advi sory Health Board. The certificate shall be prepared, signed
and filed by the attendi ng physician or licensed mdw fe, except
that when there is no attendi ng physician or |icensed mdwfe
the certificate shall be prepared, signed and filed (1) by the
father, or (2) in the event of his death, disability or absence,
by the nother, or (3) in the event of her death or disability,
by the househol der of the prem ses or superintendent of the
institution in which the birth occurs, or (4) in the event of

t he absence or disability of all persons heretofore naned, then
by such person acquainted with the facts as the | ocal registrar
shal | designate. The Social Security nunber or nunbers of each
parent shall be obtained and nmaintai ned separately by the
departnment in a fashion that permts routine screened inquiries,
unl ess there is good cause for not requiring the furnishing of
such nunber or nunbers in accordance with Federal regul ations.
This information is considered confidential and is to be nade
avai l able only to Federal and State agencies responsible for
establishing paternity or enforcing child support orders.

(b)Y Upon the birth of a child to an unnmarri ed wonan, an

agent of the hospital or birthing center where the birth

occurred shall:

(1) Provide the newborn's nother and natural father with an

opportunity to conplete an affidavit acknow edgi ng paternity.

The conpl eted, signed and notari zed affidavit shall be sent to

the Department of Public Welfare. A second and third copy shal

be given to the nother and natural father separately. This

affidavit shall contain:

(i) A sworn, signed statenent by the nother consenting to

the assertion of paternity and stating that this is the only
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possi bl e fat her.

(ii) A signed, notarized statenent by the father that he is

the child' s natural father

(iii) A witten explanation of the inplications of and the

parental duties and parental rights which arise from si gni ng

such a statenent.

(iv) The Social Security nunbers and addresses of both

(2) Provide witten information, furni shed by the Depart nent

of Public Welfare to the nother, which explains the benefits of

having her child's paternity established, the availability of

paternity establishment services and the availability of child

support enforcenent agenci es.

(c) The administrator or director of a hospital or birthing

center who wilfully fails to conply with the provisions of this

section commits a violation of this section and shall be subject

to a civil penalty as provided in this subsecti on. The

Departnment of Public Welfare shall have jurisdiction to

deternmine violations of this section and may, followi ng a

heari nqg, assess a civil penalty of not nore than two t housand

five hundred dollars ($2,500). The civil penalty shall be

payabl e to the Commonweal t h.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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