PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1523 PRINTER S NO. 1626

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1399 s

| NTRODUCED BY RI CHARDSQON, EVANS, DeWEESE, HUGHES, RI TTER, JAMES,
CALTAG RONE, TRI CH, ROBI NSON, PETRONE, CAWEY, | TKIN, Bl SHOP,
M COHEN, COLI VER, COWNELL, ROEBUCK, CARN, KELLER, THQOVAS,
W LLI AM5, MANDERI NO, ACCSTA, DALEY, STURLA, BEBKO- JONES,
CURRY, KUKOVI CH, KIRKLAND AND PESCI, APRIL 21, 1993

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRIL 28, 1993
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare [ aws of the Conmonweal th," CREATI NG THE ASSI STANCE <—
RECI PI ENT | DENTI FI CATI ON PROGRAM AND further providing for
Aid to Fam lies with Dependent Children eligibility, for the
determination of paternity and for enforcenment of support.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

SECTION 1. THE ACT OF JUNE 13, 1967 (P.L.31, NO 21), KNOMW <—
AS THE PUBLI C VELFARE CODE, IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG A SECTION TO
READ:

SECTI ON 414. ASS|I STANCE RECI PI ENT_| DENTI FI CATI ON PROGRAM - -

(A)  THERE | S HEREBY CREATED A PILOT PROGRAM W THI N THE

DEPARTMENT TO BE KNOMWN AS THE ASSI STANCE RECI Pl ENT

| DENTI FI CATI ON PROGRAM
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(B) THE PURPOSE OF THE PROGRAM IS TO ELI M NATE DUPL| CATI ON

OF _ASS| STANCE TO RECI PI ENTS.

(€ THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SELECT THREE COUNTIES IN TH' S

COMVONVEALTH REPRESENTI NG RURAL, SUBURBAN AND URBAN AREAS TO

PARTI CI PATE I N TH S PROGRAM

(D) A PERSON CURRENTLY RECEI VI NG OR APPLYI NG FOR ASSI STANCE

SHALL PARTI Cl PATE I N THE PROGRAM THE PERSON SHALL BE

FI NGERPRI NTED AND PHOTO | DENTI FI ED.

(BE) ITIS AVIOATION FOR A PERSON | N THE PROGRAM TO ACQUI RE

OR ATTEMPT TO ACQUI RE DUPL| CATI ON OF_ ASSI STANCE.

(F) ABSENT A COURT ORDER, ONLY THE COVMONVEALTH SHALL HAVE

ACCESS TO RECORDS UNDER THI S PROGRAM

(G _THE DEPARTMENT SHALL MAKE A REPORT TO THE GENERAL

ASSEMBLY ONE YEAR AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF TH S ACT. THE

REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE CASELOAD DATA BEFORE | MPLEMENTATION OF THI' S

SECTI ON AS VELL AS AFTER ONE YEAR FOR COWMPARI SON PURPGSES TO

JUDGE THE PROGRAM S EFFECTI VENESS AT FRAUD DETERRENCE.

(H_ AS USED IN TH S SECTION, "PROGRAM' SHALL MEAN THE

ASS| STANCE RECI PI ENT | DENTI FI CATI ON PROGRAM

(1) TH'S SECTION SHALL EXPI RE ONE YEAR AFTER THE EFFECTI VE

DATE OF THI S ACT.

SECTI ON 2. SECTI ONS 432.2 AND 432.7 OF THE ACT ARE AMENDED
BY ADDI NG SUBSECTI ONS TO READ:
Section 432.2. Determnation of Eligibility.--* * *

(f) The departnent shall not require, as a condition of

eligibility for assi stance under this act, a nonthly report from

any assi stance recipi ent.

Section 432.7. Determnation of Paternity and Enforcenent of
Support Obligations.--1n accordance with a child support plan

approved by the Federal Governnent, the departnment shall have
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the power and its duty shall be to:

* * %

(i) The departnent shall give priority inits resources and

timeliness of enforcenent to leqgally obligated parents of

children who neet the foll ow ng:

(i) Have health or dental insurance either from an enpl oyer

or through a uni on health and dental pl an.

(ii) Are enpl oyed wage earners or sal aried individuals and

within this group to higher incone individuals. In this regard,

the departnment shall use its parent | ocator service and ot her

means to deternm ne which absent parents are enpl oyed or are

uni on nenbers.

(k) (1) The departnent shall petition courts for support

orders or nodify existing support orders to include nedi cal

support whenever heal th and dental insurance, including

enpl oynent rel ated or other group health i nsurance, is avail abl e

to the absent parent at reasonable cost. The presence or

avai lability of nedical assistance (or Medicaid) shall not

precl ude the seeki ng and obtai ning of a health support order

where such other health insurance is or may be available in the

future to support the children and spouse.

(2) Health insurance support nust be sought even if not

currently avail able to the absent parent at reasonable cost and

even if the children cannot be on the current insurance policy

so that when such insurance is available in the future no

nodi fi cati on of the order shall be necessary.

(3) The custodial parent in a public assi stance househol d

must be told by the departnent that health support order

services are avail able and the services nust be provi ded upon
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(4) |In the departnment's ongoing review and, if appropri ate,

nodi fi cati on of cash support orders, undertaken under Feder al

| aw once every three years, the departnent shall al so revi ew

such orders for the presence of nedi cal support or health

i nsurance access provi sions and seek nodifications to include

themif appropriate. The departnent shall conplete review of al

ongoi ng orders for nedical support by July 1, 1994. For cases

where nodificati on of cash support is not desired, but

nodi fi cati on of nedi cal support is, the departnent shall have

witten criteria with which to identify ongoi ng cases that have

a high potential for obtaining medi cal support. The depart nent

must then petition the court to nodify the underlyi ng support

order to include health i nsurance in these cases.

(5) The departnent, in obtaining or nodifyi ng support orders

to provide for nedical support, shall include provisions to the

effect that the custodial parent has direct access to the health

and dental insurance coverage i nformati on and needed claim

forns, to subnmit clains, and to obtain identificati on cards,

i ncl udi ng where the noncustodial parent is the i nsured party.

(6) Support orders sought or nodified by the depart nent

shall provide that to the extent required by the provisions for

medi cal support coverage contained in the order the enpl oyer

(i) enroll the enpl oye, the enpl oye's spouse or forner

spouse and the enpl oye's dependent children listed in the order

as covered persons in the group health i nsurance plan or siml ar

pl an providing health care services or coverage offered by the

enpl oyer, if the subject spouse, forner spouse or children are

eliqgible for such coverage under the enpl oyer's enroll nent

provi si ons; and
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(ii) deduct any required premuns fromthe enpl oye's

earnings to pay off the insurance.

If nore than one plan is offered by the enpl oyers, the spouse,

fornmer spouse or children shall be enrolled in the i nsurance

plan in which the enploye is enrolled or, if the enploye is not

enrolled, in the plan best neeting the provisions for health

care coverage contained in the order. In each case which i s

bei ng enforced by the departnent, the enpl oyer shall respond to

such orders by advising the departnent in which plan the

children are enrolled or if the children are ineliqgible for any

pl an t hrough the enpl oyer.

(1) The departnent shall contract with qualified persons to

establish pilot projects throughout the State to utilize as

prosecutors of cash support and nedi cal support orders and as

representati ves of the custodial parents, individuals who are

not enpl oyes of State or county governnents. Such pil ot projects

shall seek to denpnstrate the efficiency and productivity in

terns of savings to the State, and the anpunt and benefits to

the custodi al parent and children of cash and nedi cal support

orders obtained or nodified by such project staff. To the extent

f easi bl e, support order funds obtai ned by such projects shall be

utilized to finance the projects.

(m Each publicly funded health care program that furnishes

or pays for health care services to a recipient having private

health care coverage shall be entitled to be subrogated to the

ri ghts that such reci pi ent has agai nst his i nsurer of that

coverage to the extent of the health care services rendered.

This action may be brought within five years fromthe date upon

whi ch the health care services were rendered to that person.

(n) Any person who has assi gned support rights to the
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departnent shall be entitled to notice and the opportunity to

partici pate in any proceeding for the establishnent,

nodi fi cati on or enforcenent of support.

(0) Wien an assignnent is in effect, the departnent shall be

qui ded by the best interests of the child in its actions

concerning child support.

(p) Wien public assistance for a recipient is termnated, if

arrearages are owed to the departnent, the departnent shal

provide, within thirty days of the date assi stance term nates, a

statenent to the forner recipient show ng the anount of the

arrearages owed to the departnent, the anpunt of the arrearages

owed to the former recipient and the cal cul ati ons used by the

departnent to deterni ne these anmounts.

(q) |If arrearages are owed to the departnent and to an

i ndi vidual or famly which fornerly received public assistance,

any paynents received on the arrearages shall first be paid to

the individual or famly, until the arrearages owed them are

paid in full.

(r) |If arrearages are owed to the departnent and the person

owi ng the support subsequently reunites with the persons for

whom t he support is owed, the departnent shall not take any

action to collect the support arrearages, as long as the famly

remai ns reunited.

(s) (1) |In processing child support cases of public

assi stance reci pients, the departnent shall give first priority

to the cases of recipients who have vol unteered for child

support enforcenent program services.

(2) At the tine of each application and reapplication for

public assi stance, the departnent shall informall applicants

and recipients of how to contact the correct office within the
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donestic rel ati ons section in order to volunteer for first

priority child support enforcenent program Services.

(3) The fact that an applicant for or recipient of public

assi stance does not volunteer for priority child support

enforcenent program services will not constitute evidence that

she has not cooperated with the departnent in determ ning the

paternity of her children or enforcing support obligati ons as

requi red under subsection (a).
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Section 2 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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