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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1242 %55

| NTRODUCED BY LESCOVI TZ, PI STELLA, BATTISTO, D. W SNYDER AND
MERRY, APRIL 19, 1993

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON TOURI SM AND RECREATI ONAL DEVELOPMENT,
APRIL 19, 1993

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of August 14, 1963 (P.L.839, No.407), entitled,
2 as anmended, "An act creating a county records commttee;

3 i mposi ng powers and duties upon it; authorizing the

4 Pennsyl vani a Hi storical and Museum Conmi ssion to assist and
5 cooperate with it; defining county records; and authori zing
6 t he disposition of certain county records by county officers
7 "

8

in counties of the second to eighth class,” further providing
for definitions; providing for a definition of "county" and

9 clarifying the application of the act to include home rule

10 counties; and further providing for the disposition of county
11 records.

12 The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

13 hereby enacts as foll ows:

14 Section 1. Section 1 of the act of August 14, 1963 (P.L.839,
15 No.407), entitled, as anmended, "An act creating a county records
16 committee; inposing powers and duties upon it; authorizing the
17 Pennsylvania Hi storical and Museum Conmm ssion to assist and

18 cooperate with it; defining county records; and authorizing the
19 disposition of certain county records by county officers in

20 counties of the second to eighth class,” anmended Novenber 23,

21 1976 (P.L.1161, No.258), is anmended to read:

22 Section 1. There is hereby created a county records
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conmittee which shall consist of fifteen nenbers who shall be
appoi nted by the Governor for a termof four years. One nenber
of the commttee shall be the Chief Justice of the Pennsylvania
Suprene Court, or his judicial representative, one a
representative of the Pennsylvania H storical and Museum
Commi ssi on, one an attorney, one a prothonotary, one a clerk of
courts, one a county conm ssioner, one a county controller or
auditor, one a district attorney, one a county treasurer, one a
sheriff, one a register of wills, one a recorder of deeds, one a
jury comm ssioner, one a coroner, and the other a nmenber of the
general public. The commttee shall select one of its nenbers to
serve as chairman. Wthin the nmeans at its command, the

Pennsyl vani a Hi storical and Museum Conmi ssion shall assist and
cooperate with the county records conmittee by providing for its
necessary expenses, by providing for exam ning and inventorying
county records for the preparation of schedul es, and by

enforcing such schedul es and procedures as the county records

commttee may nake or revise under the provisions of this act.

Section 2. Section 2 of the act, added Novenber 30, 1967
(P.L.650, No.300), is anended to read:

Section 2. [As used in this act, county records are defined
as any papers, dockets, books, maps, photographs, or other
docunentary materials, regardl ess of physical formor
characteristics, made or received in any office of county
government in pursuance of law or in connection with
transacti ons of public business in the exercise of its
legitimate functions and the discharge of its responsibilities.
Unofficial published material used solely for reference
pur poses, extra copies preserved only for reference in distinct

reference files; drafts, work copies and notes nmade nerely as a
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matter of conveni ence by county officers of their enployes; and
st ocks of publications are not included as county records under

the provisions of this act.] The follow ng words and phrases

when used in this act shall have the neani ngs given to themin

this section unless the context clearly indi cates otherw se:

"Commi ssion." The Pennsyl vania Hi storical and Miseum

Commi ssi on of the Conmmbnweal t h.

"County." Any county of the second through ei ghth cl ass,

i ncl udi ng any of such counties as may have adopted a hone rul e

charter.

"County records." Any papers, dockets, books, nmaps,

phot ogr aphs or ot her docunentary materials, regardl ess of

physical formor characteristics, made or received in any office

of county governnent in pursuance of |law or in connection with

transacti ons of public business in the exercise of its

legitimate functions and the di scharge of its responsibilities.

Section 3. Sections 3 and 4 of the act, amended Novenber 23,
1976 (P.L.1161, No.258), are anended to read:

Section 3. It shall be the duty of the commttee to neet at
| east once a year to make or revise schedules setting forth the
condi tions under which county records filed in any office of
county government may be di sposed of[, either with or w thout
m crofilmng, but the schedul es shall distinguish clearly
bet ween records of tenporary val ue and records of pernanent
val ue, and no schedul e shall be nmade or revised which wll
permt the destruction of county records of pernmanent val ue
unl ess the same are mcrofilnmed. If the said records are no
| onger in active use but have value for historical research, the
county records commttee nmay authorize their disposition by

transfer to the Pennsylvania Hi storical and Museum Conmmi ssi on or
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to other depositories designated by the conmm ssion]. Meetings of
the commttee shall be called by the Executive Director of the
Pennsyl vani a Hi storical and Museum Conm ssi on; however, neetings
may al so be called by the chairman or by a majority of the
menbers of the comm ttee whenever the chairman or the majority
of nmenbers deens it necessary.

Section 4. County officers in counties [of the second,
second A, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth

class], as defined in this act, may di spose of all county

records in their custody, provided they follow the schedul es and
created under the provisions of this act, and provided that the
Pennsyl vani a Hi storical and Museum Conm ssion, through its
executive director, certifies that such disposal is in

accordance with the established schedules.] and nmaintain a | og

of individual disposition actions involving nonpermanent

records. Copies of such logs, in a form approved by the

comm ttee, shall be submtted annually to the comm ssi on

Oiginal records schedul ed for permanent retenti on nay be

di sposed of if the county officer creates and mai ntains a copy

of the original in conformance with section 4.1 of this act and

receives witten perm ssion fromthe conm ssion. Witten

perm ssion fromthe conm ssion is required only for disposition

actions involving records schedul ed for pernmanent retention,

records not listed on the schedul es and records sel ected for

transfer to the State Archi ves.

Section 4. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 4. 1. Records nmay be recorded, copied or recopied in

conformance with the act of May 9, 1949 (P.L.908, No.?250),

entitled "An act relating to public records of political
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1 subdivisions other than cities and counties of the first class;
2 authorizing the recording and copying of docunents, plats,

3 papers and instrunents of witing by photostatic, photographic,
4 mcrofilmor other nechanical process, and the admissibility

5 thereof and enlargenents thereof in evidence; providing for the
6 storage of duplicates and sale of microfilmcopies of official
7 records and for the destruction of other records deened

8 valueless; and providing for the services of the Departnent of
9 Property and Supplies to political subdivisions," and applicable
10 policies, standards and procedures adopted by the conmttee. In
11 the event of any such destruction or other disposition of any
12 public records under the provisions of this section, the copy
13 shall be receivable in evidence in any court or proceeding, and
14 shall have the sane force and effect as though the original

15 public record had been there produced and proved.

16 Section 5. This act shall take effect in six nonths.
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