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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1222 %%

| NTRODUCED BY CEI ST, FI CHTER, SATHER, S. H SM TH, ALLEN

ARGALL, ARMSTRONG BAKER, BARLEY, BI RVELIN, BROM, BUNT,
BUSH, CESSAR, CLARK, CLYMER, CORNELL, DENT, DRUCE, DURHAM
EGOLF, FARMER, FLEAGLE, FLICK, GANNON, GERLACH, G.ADECK
GODSHALL, GRUPPO, HASAY, HERSHEY, HESS, HUTCH NSQON, KI NG
LAUB, LEE, LEH, LYNCH, MARS|I CO, MASLAND, M LLER, NAI LOR,
NI CKOL, O BRI EN, PERZEL, PETTIT, PH LLIPS, PITTS, PLATTS,
RAYMOND, REBER, REI NARD, ROHRER, RYAN, SAURMAN, SCHEETZ,
SCHULER, SEMVEL, SERAFINI, B. SMTH, D. W SNYDER, STAIRS
STRITTMATTER, J. TAYLOR, TOM.I NSQON, TULLI, VANCE, WAUGH
WOGAN, M N WRIGHT AND ZUG, APRIL 19, 1993

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON BUSI NESS AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT,
APRIL 19, 1993
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AN ACT

Providing for the obtaining of permts by businesses; and
i nposi ng duties on the Departnent of Commerce.

It is the sense of the CGeneral Assenbly that the burdens
pl aced upon persons proposing to undertake certain types of
busi nesses in this Comonweal th through requirenents to obtain
numerous permts and rel ated docunents fromvarious State
agenci es are undesirable and should be alleviated. The General
Assenbly further finds that present methods for obtaining the
permts from State agencies place hardshi ps on persons
attenpting to go into business for thensel ves. The General

Assenbly further finds that nultiple inspections related to

these permts by the various State agencies are also a burden on

many busi nesses whi ch shoul d be all evi at ed.
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It is hereby declared to be the policy of the Commonweal th
that a program be established to seek to alleviate these
probl ens for businesses.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the One-Stop
Li censi ng Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Commerce of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Permit." Any license, permt, certificate, certification,
approval, conpliance schedule or other simlar docunent
pertaining to regulation of businesses in general, plus al
heal th, safety and consumer protection regulations as required
by any State agency. For purposes of this act, the term does not
i nclude licenses issued by the Bureau of Mdtor Vehicles of the
Depart ment of Transportation.

"Person.” Any individual, partnership, cooperative or
private corporation attenpting to establish a business operation
in a new | ocation or seeking to continue an existing business
oper ati on.

Section 3. Master application; form naster permt; total fee;
agenci es covered; renewal .

(a) Master application.--Any person proposing a new business

operation after June 1, 1993, shall submit a nmaster application

to the departnment requesting the issuance of all permts
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necessary prior to opening a new operation in this Conmonweal t h.
The master application shall be on a formfurnished by the
departnment and shall contain in consolidated form al
i nformati on necessary for the various State agencies to issue a
permt. These provisions shall apply to persons seeking to
continue an existing operation after January 1, 1994.
(b) Departnent to send copy to State agencies.--Upon receipt
of a properly conpleted master application, the departnent shal
i mredi ately send a copy to each State agency with potenti al
jurisdiction over the proposed operation. Each notified agency
shall respond in witing to the departnment within a reasonabl e
time, as determ ned by the departnment, advising the departnent
and the applicant:
(1) that it approves the application;
(2) that it approves with certain conditions as
speci fied; or
(3) that it denies the application with reasons given
for the denial.
The departnent shall then issue a naster permt covering all the
approval s and conditions, excluding any denials. It shall be the
responsi bility of the applicant to nmake appeal s on conditions
i nposed or on permt denial through that nornmal appeal process
established by the agency with jurisdiction for issuance of such
permt.
(c) Fees.--A total fee based on the sumof fees for
i ndi vidual permts requested shall acconpany each master
application and shall be collected by the departnment and used to
rei nburse the various State agencies as per their schedul es. The
i ssuance of a master permt shall be in lieu of any permt,

certificate or simlar docunent required by any agency listed in
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subsection (d).

(d) Agencies enunerated.--Al permts and inspections
rel ated to business operations by the foll owi ng State agencies
shal | be covered under this act:

(1) Departnent of Revenue.

(2) Departnent of Labor and I ndustry.

(3) Departnent of Commerce.

(4) Departnent of Agriculture.

(5) Departnent of State.

(6) Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board.

(7) Pennsylvania Public Utility Comm ssion.

(8) Departnent of Transportation.

(9) Any other State agency that nmay now or in the future

i ssue permits or make inspections of business operations, but

nothing in this section shall be construed to elimnate State

or local governnment health or safety inspections.

(e) Expiration of permts.--Al individual permts covered
by this act shall expire according to a staggered schedule to be
speci fied by the Departnent of Comerce. Costs for pernmits
issued in the interimw Il be prorated according to the tine
each permt is in force.

(f) Renewal of permts.--Starting January 1, 1993, annual
renewal s for all individual permts shall be replaced by a
master permt issued by the Departnment of Conmerce. Renewal s
shall be automatically granted under conditions originally
i nposed unl ess one of the regul atory agencies inforns the
departnment of revised restrictions to be inposed prior to such
I ssuance.

Section 4. Coordination and consolidation of inspections.

The Secretary of Revenue is authorized to establish a program
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for coordinating all inspections by State agencies of business
establishments. Where practicabl e under existing law, he is
authorized to require that inspections with simlar objectives
or involving commopn expertise be consolidated and perforned by
one inspector at one tine. The secretary shall be authorized to
provi de special training to i nspectors where it is determ ned
that such training will assure the consolidation of certain

i nspecti ons.

Section 5. Permt-issuing centers.

The departnent shall establish permt-issuing centers inits
of fices at Harrisburg and in cooperation with the Departnent of
Revenue, in all of the district offices of the Departnent of
Revenue.

Section 6. Report to General Assenbly.

The departnent, after consultation with other State agencies
and affected businesses, shall submt to the General Assenbly by
January 1, 1994, a report setting forth the results of the
experience under this act, together with any recommendati ons
for:

(1) Consolidating inspections further by change in
exi sting statutes.
(2) Expanding the programto include other types of
permts.
(3) Further inproving procedures.
Section 7. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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