SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1253 PRINTER S NO. 4036

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 11355

| NTRODUCED BY PI STELLA, LESCOVI TZ, BATTI STO, MERRY AND
D. W SNYDER, APRIL 19, 1993

AS AVENDED ON SECOND CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, JUNE 27, 1994
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of February 1, 1966 (1965 P.L. 1656, No.581),
entitled "An act concerni ng boroughs, and revising, anmending
and consolidating the law relating to boroughs," providing
for adoption of property nmaintenance regul ati ons and standard
codes; authorizing boards of code appeals; anrd elimnating <—
provisions for mlk inspection; AND PROVIDI NG FOR ELECTRICI TY <—
CONSTRUCTI ON DEBT APPROVAL BY QUALI FI ED VOTERS
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 1202(24) and (31) of the act of February

1, 1966 (1965 P.L.1656, No.581), known as The Borough Code,

anended Cctober 9, 1967 (P.L.399, No.181), are anended to read:
Section 1202. Specific Powers.--The powers of the borough

shall be vested in the corporate authorities. Among the specific

powers of the borough shall be the following, and in the

exerci se of any of such powers involving the enactnent of any

ordi nance or the making of any regulation, restriction or

prohi bition, the borough may provide for the enforcenment thereof

and may prescribe penalties for the violation thereof or for the
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failure to conformthereto

* * %

(24) Building, housing [and pl unbing] property nai ntenance,

pl unbi ng and ot her regul ations. To enact and enforce ordi nances

relating to buildings and housing, their construction,
alteration, extension, repair and mai ntenance and all facilities
and services in or about such buildings or housing, to require
that, before any work of construction, alteration, extension, or
repair of any building is begun, approval of the plans and
speci fications therefor be secured; to provide for the
i nspection of such work of construction, alteration, extension
and repair, including the appointnment of one or nore buil ding
i nspectors and/ or housing inspectors; to prescribe limts
wher ei n none but buil dings of nonconbustible material and
fireproof roofs shall be erected, or substantially
reconstructed, or noved thereinto; to provide for enforcenent of
such regul ations by a reasonable fine, and by instituting
appropriate actions or proceedings at law, or in equity, to
effect the purposes of this provision and ordi nances enacted
t hereunder. Any buil ding or housing or part thereof erected,
al tered, extended, reconstructed or renoved, contrary to any of
t he provisions of any ordi nance passed for any of the purposes
specified in this clause is declared to be a public nuisance and
abat abl e as such.

Any such ordi nance nay be adopted by reference to a standard

bui | di ng code [or], housing code or other standard codes, or to

parts thereof, determ ned by council, or the provisions of the
ordi nance may be supplied by reference to a typed or printed

bui l di ng code, [or] housing code or other standard codes,

prepared under the direction of or accepted by council, or the
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provi sions may consi st of a standard buil ding code [or], housing

code or other standard codes, or parts thereof, and also further

provi sions typed or printed as aforesaid. Such buil ding code

[or], housing code or other standard codes shall not be

advertised either in advance of or follow ng enactnent, by
publication of the full text thereof, and, in place of such
conpl ete advertisenent, an informative notice of intention to

standard codes, and a brief sunmary, setting forth the principal

provi sions of such proposed building code [or], housing code or

ot her standard codes in such reasonable detail as will give

adequate notice of its contents and a reference to the place or
pl aces within the borough where copies of such proposed buil di ng

code [or], housing code or other standard codes may be exam ned

or obtained shall be published once in one newspaper of general
circulation in the borough at |east one week and not nore than
three weeks prior to the presentation of the proposed buil ding

code [or], housing code or other standard codes to council. No

further advertisenent or notice need be published follow ng

st andard codes. Copies of the building code [or], housing code

or other standard codes thus adopted by reference shall be made

avai lable to any interested party at the cost thereof, or may be
furni shed or | oaned w thout charge. Such building code [or],

housi ng code or ot her standard codes need not be recorded in or

attached to the ordi nance book, but it shall be deened to have

been legally recorded if the ordinance by which such buil ding

code [or], housing code [was] or other standard codes were
adopted by reference shall have been recorded, with an

acconpanyi ng notation stating where the full text of such
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bui | di ng code [or], housing code or other standard codes shal

have been filed. The procedure set forth relating to the

standard codes, by reference, may |ikew se be adopted in

amendi ng, suppl enenting or repealing any of the provisions of

t he buil ding code [or], housing code or other standard codes.

To enact suitable ordinances relating to property nmaintenance

and plunbing, in the same manner and to the sane effect as
herei n provided for building [and] codes, housing codes or other

standard codes. The building code, the property maintenance

code, the housing code and the plunbing code may be conbi ned or

separately enacted or conbined with other standard codes.

Any housi ng ordi nance previously enacted by a borough which
provi des for the purposes authorized by this clause is hereby
val i dat ed.

Every borough whi ch adopts a code under this cl ause nmay

create a board of code appeals herein called the "board" for

each code or a single board for two or nore codes. Wen a

borough is a part of a code enforcenment program w th anot her

muni ci pality, there may be a joint board of appeals.

The board shall consist of at | east three nenbers appoi nted

by the council. The terns of office of the nenbers shall be

three years and fixed so that the termof office of nenbers

shall expire in successive years insofar as possible. In case of

a joint board, there shall be at | east one nenber from each

muni ci pal ity appoi nted by the governi ng body of the

muni ci pality. Should the joint board conprise nore than three

muni ci palities, the board shall consist of at | east one nenber

fromeach municipality.

The board shall hear and deternmine all conplaints relating to

19930H1135B4036 - 4 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

a deci sion arising under a code.

A deci sion of the board may be appealed within thirty days

fromthe decision of the board to the court of connpbn pl eas of

the county in which the property involved is | ocat ed.

* * %

(31) Markets, market houses[,] and peddling [and m |k
i nspection]. To regul ate markets and peddling, whether for
i ndi vidual use or for resale[, and to provide for the inspection
of mlk]; and to purchase and own ground for and to erect,
establish and mai ntain market houses and market places, for
which | atter purposes, parts of any streets or sidewal ks may be
tenporarily used; to contract with any person or persons, or
associ ation of persons, conpanies, or corporations, for the
erection, maintenance and regul ati on of market houses and narket
pl aces, on such ternms and conditions, and in such manner, as the
council may prescribe; to provide and enforce suitable
regul ati ons respecting said market houses and nar ket places and
to provide for the paynment of the cost or expense thereof,
either in whole or in part, out of the funds of the borough; and
to levy and collect a suitable license fee fromevery person who
may be aut horized by council to occupy any portion of said
mar ket houses or market places, or any portion of the streets or
si dewal ks for tenporary market purposes.

* x *

SECTION 2. SECTION 2471 OF THE ACT, AMENDED DECEMBER 16,
1992 (P.L.1215, NO 158), IS AVENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 2471. MANUFACTURE AND PURCHASE OF ELECTRI CI TY. - - ANY
BOROUGH MAY MANUFACTURE OR PURCHASE ELECTRICI TY FOR THE USE OF
THE | NHABI TANTS OF SUCH BOROUGH. ANY BOROUGH OMNNI NG OR OPERATI NG
ELECTRI C LI GHT PLANTS MAY MAKE CONTRACTS FOR SUPPLYI NG
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ELECTRI CI TY FOR COVWMERCI AL PURPOSES OUTSI DE THE LIM TS OF SUCH
BOROUGH, W TH THE CONSENT OF THE MUNI Cl PAL AND TOWNSHI P
AUTHORI TI ES. NOTHI NG I N TH S SECTI ON SHALL CONFLICT WTH THE
CORPCORATE RI GHTS OF ANY CORPORATI ON EMPONERED TO SUPPLY
ELECTRICI TY | N TERRI TORY ADJACENT TO SUCH BOROUGHS, OR WTH THE
Rl GHTS OF ANY OTHER BOROUGH. NO PERSON, FIRM OR CORPORATI ON
SHALL | NTRODUCE ELECTRI C CURRENT FOR LI GHT, HEAT, OR PONER
PURPOSES, W THOUT THE CONSENT OF THE BOROUGH AUTHORI TI ES, | NTO
THE LIMTS OF ANY BOROUGH WHI CH IS FURNI SHI NG ELECTRI C CURRENT
TO THE | NHABI TANTS: PROVI DED, HOAEVER, THAT THI S SECTI ON SHALL
NOT APPLY TO ANY PERSON, FIRM OR CORPORATI ON MANUFACTURI NG
ELECTRI CI TY EXCLUSI VELY FOR I TS OAN USE: AND PROVI DED FURTHER,

ANY PERSQON, COPARTNERSHI P, OR ELECTRI C LI GAT COMPANY, AND
[ NCURS] I NCUR DEBT FOR ANY OF SUCH PURPOSES, THE QUESTI ON COF

| NCREASE OF THE BOROUGH DEBT FOR SUCH PURPOSES SHALL FI RST BE

SUBM TTED TO THE QUALI FI ED VOTERS OF THE BOROUGH I N THE MANNER

PROVI DED BY LAW FOR THE | NCREASE OF | NDEBTEDNESS OF MUNI Cl PAL

CORPORATI ONS. THE BOROUGH SHALL | NCUR SUCH DEBT | N ACCORDANCE

WTH AND TO THE EXTENT PERM TTED BY THE ACT OF JULY 12, 1972
(P.L.781, NO 185), KNOMAN AS THE "LOCAL GOVERNVENT UNI T DEBT
ACT." NOTHING IN THI S ACT SHALL BE CONSTRUED SO AS TO DI SALLOW
ANY BOROUGH FROM OPERATI NG A CABLE TELEVI SI ON SYSTEM

SECTI ON 3. THE AMENDMVENT OF SECTI ON 2471 OF THE ACT SHALL
APPLY TO ANY CONSTRUCTI ON THAT |'S NOT COVWPLETE AND TO ANY
PURCHASE OF PROPERTY FOR VH CH TI TLE TO THE PROPERTY HAS NOT
BEEN TRANSFERRED ON THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S ACT.

Section 2 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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