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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 910 5

| NTRODUCED BY SCRI MENTI, LEH, M HALICH, TRELLO, M COZZIE,

CAPPABI ANCA, CLYMER, J. TAYLOR, DENT, ARGALL AND
YANDRI SEVI TS, MARCH 24, 1993

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 24, 1993
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AN ACT

Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a

Consol idated Statutes, adding an offense relating to

vehi cul ar sound anplification systens; and inposing a

penal ty.

The General Assenbly finds and declares the foll ow ng:
(1) The use of |oud sound anplification systens in

vehi cles presents a safety hazard to the citizens and

not ori ng public of this Commonweal t h.

(2) The use of |oud sound anplification systens in

vehi cl es can prevent the operator of the vehicle from hearing

approachi ng or overtaki ng energency vehicl es.

(3) It is the responsibility of the Cormonwealth to

protect the citizens of this Commonweal th fromthe nuisance

and hazard of noise pollution generated from | oud vehi cul ar

sound anplification systens.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
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Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 5503. 1. Loud vehi cul ar sound anplificati on systens

pr ohi bi t ed.

(a) Ofense defined.--No operator or passenger of a notor

vehicle shall operate or pernit the operati on of a sound

anplification system whi ch can be heard outside the vehicle from

a di stance of 50 or nore feet when the vehicle is bei ng operated

upon a street or hi ghway.

(b) Defense.--It is a defense to a prosecuti on under

subsection (a) that operation of the sound anplification system

was not otherw se prohibited by | aw and that any of the

foll owi ng are appli cabl e:

(1) The sound anplificati on system was bei ng operated to

request nedi cal or vehicul ar assi stance or to warn of a

hazardous road condi ti on.

(2) The vehicle contai ning the sound anplification

system was an energency or public safety vehicle.

(3) The vehicle contai ning the sound anplification

system was owned and operated by a governnental entity or a

gas, electric, conmmuni cati ons, refuse, sewer or water utility

conpany.

(4) The vehicle contai ning the sound anplification

system was being used in a parade or other public event

organi zed and pernitted according to the rul es, procedures or

ordi nances of the relevant | ocal governnental authority.

(c) Gading.--An offense under subsection (a) is a

m sdeneanor of the third degree if the intent of the actor is to

cause substantial harm or serious i nconveni ence, or if the actor

persists in violating subsection (a) after reasonabl e warni ng or

request to desist. Gherwise, a violation of subsection (a) is a
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sunmary of f ense.

(d) Definitions.--As used in this section, the term "sound

anplification systent neans a radi o, tape player, conpact disc

pl ayer, | oud speaker or other el ectronic device used for

anplification of the human voice, nusic or any other noi se or
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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