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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 83 5

| NTRODUCED BY D. R WRI GHT, DeWEESE, STABACK, PESCI, M HALI CH,
LEDERER, TI GUE, FAI RCH LD, DEMPSEY, MJNDY, CLYMER
S. H SMTH PERZEL, FLEAGLE, E. Z. TAYLOR, GERLACH, BAKER
CLARK, BROWN, BATTI STO, THOVAS, TRELLO, SURRA, HALUSKA,
HANNA, KI NG BELFANTI, JOSEPHS, COY AND | TKI N,
JANUARY 27, 1993

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MARCH 25, 1993
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AN ACT
Relating to rural health care; providing for voice, video or

data conmmuni cation links; establishing eligibility criteria;
AND providing for duties of the Bureau of Planning within the <—

Department of Heal t h—anrd—raking—an—appropration. <—
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Med-Link
Pil ot Program Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Bureau." The Bureau of Planning within the Departnent of
Heal t h.

“"Med-Link." A voice, video or data conmmuni cati on and
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i nformati on network between rural health care providers and
sources of nedical expertise, support, data, information and
trai ni ng.

"Med-Link Pilot Program™ A program adm nistered by the
bureau to devel op voice, video or data comuni cati on and
i nformati on networks; review applications; and provide technical
and financial assistance to participants.

"Rural health care provider." Any hospital, health care
prof essional or other licensed health care unit located in a
geographic area with a popul ation size and density determ ned by
t he bureau.

Section 3. Med-Link Pilot Program

(a) Establishnent.--There is created a Med-Link Pil ot
Program which shall be adm ni stered by the bureau

(b) Gants.--The bureau shall provide grants fromthe suns
appropriated to establish Med-Link systens |linking rural health
care providers with other sources of nedical support, data,

i nformati on and training.
Section 4. Eligibility.

The bureau shall consider grant proposal s addressing the
heal th care information and communi cati on needs of rural areas
of fered by applicants who can denonstrate innovative
applications of telecomunication and information technol ogi es
linking rural health care providers with sources of nedical
support, data, information and training. To be considered for
grants, proposals nust do all of the follow ng:

(1) Account for the nunber of hospitals and ot her
institutions which will be |inked by the Med-Link system
(2) Accurately estinate the nunber of rural residents

who will be the indirect beneficiaries of the Med-Link grant.
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(3) Provide information on how the prograns will operate
on a 24-hour basis and incorporate back-up systens.
(4) Inprove rural access to a continuumof health care
i nformation and servi ces.
(5) Result in illness prevention and inproved care.
(6) Capitalize on technol ogy and comruni cati on networks.
Section 5. Technical assistance.

The bureau shall provide technical expertise to health care
providers interested in establishing a program The bureau nmay
consult with private industries, consultants, academ c research
institutes and other individuals or organizations involved in
t el econmuni cations and i nformati on networks.

Section 6. G ant anounts.

Grants shall be awarded in ampunts ranging from $15,000 to
$45, 000 a year and may be awarded for a period not to exceed
three years. In determning the amount of an award, the bureau
shal |l consider the scope of the program the nunber of health
care providers and consuner entities involved and the |ikely
increase in access to and availability of health care
information and services to rural residents.

Section 7. Reports.

The grantees shall be nonitored by the bureau and shal
prepare reports as the bureau requires. If it is determ ned that
a grantee is using grant funds for purposes inconsistent with
this act, the bureau shall require repaynent of all or part of
the grant to the Conmonweal t h.

Section 8. Further duties of bureau.

To pronote maxi mum ef fecti veness of any program created under

this act, the bureau shall do all of the follow ng:

(1) Arrange for the waiver of adm nistrative inpedinents
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1 to the inplenentation of the program so |ong as the waiver

2 is consistent with the health, safety and general welfare of
3 the rural residents who are the indirect beneficiaries of the
4 i nformation and servi ces.

5 (2) Consult with Federal, State and | ocal officials to
6 secure the coordination of related prograns and obtain

7 wai vers.

8 (3) Provide the CGeneral Assenbly with legislative

9 recommendations to facilitate the provisions of this act.

10 Seet+or—9—Appropriation— <—
11 , , ,

13 ; ; ; ;

14 expenses—ofthe buread-

15 Section 36 9. Effective date. <—
16 This act shall take effect in 60 days.

A19L35BI L/ 19930H0083B1021 - 4 -



