SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRINTER S NOS. 75, 466, 1621 PRINTER S NO. 1827

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 65 5

| NTRODUCED BY PETRARCA, STABACK, GEI ST, TRELLO, S. H SM TH,
KUKOVI CH, E. Z. TAYLOR, LAUGHLIN, COLAlI ZZO, DeLUCA,
VAN HORNE, BELFANTI, PESCI, KING TIGUE, MELIO WAUGH CURRY
DERMODY, OLASZ, VEON, PLATTS AND SERAFI NI, JANUARY 27, 1993

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, MAY 10, 1993
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 3, 1986 (P.L.388, No.84), entitled "An
act requiring public agencies to hold certain neetings and
heari ngs open to the public; and providing penalties,"”
provi ding for public comrent.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of July 3, 1986 (P.L.388, No.84), known

as the Sunshine Act, is anended by adding a section to read:
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a)_shall | s for iudicial Lief | . 13
SECTION 10.1. PUBLIC PARTI Cl PATI ON.

(A) CGENERAL RULE. - - EXCEPT _AS PROVIDED I N SUBSECTION (D), THE

BOARD OR COUNCIL OF A POLITICAL SUBDI VI SION, OR OF AN AUTHORI TY

CREATED BY A POLITICAL SUBDI VI SI ON, SHALL PROVI DE_ A REASONABLE

OPPORTUNI TY AT EACH ADVERTI SED REGULAR MEETI NG AND ADVERTI SED

SPECI AL_MEETI NG FOR RESI DENTS OF THE POLI TI CAL_SUBDI VI SI ON OR OF

THE AUTHORI TY CREATED BY A POLITI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON OR FOR

TAXPAYERS OF THE POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON OR OF THE AUTHORITY

CREATED BY A POLITICAL SUBDI VISION, OR FOR BOTH, TO COVMENT ON

MATTERS OF CONCERN, OFFICI AL ACTI ON OR DELI BERATI ON VWHI CH ARE OR

MAY BE BEFORE THE BOARD OR COUNCI L. | F THE BOARD OR COUNCI L

DETERM NES THAT THERE IS NOT_SUFFICIENT_TI ME AT A MEETI NG FOR

RESI DENTS OF THE POLI TI CAL_SUBDI VI SION OR OF THE AUTHORI TY

CREATED BY A POLITI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON OR FOR TAXPAYERS COF THE

POLI TI CAL _SUBDI VI SION OR OF THE AUTHORITY CREATED BY A PCOLI TI CAL

SUBDI VI SION, OR FOR BOTH TO COVMENT, THE BOARD OR COUNCI L NAY

DEFER THE COMVENT PERI OD TO THE NEXT REGULAR MEETI NG OR TO A

SPECI AL MEETI NG OCCURRI NG | N ADVANCE OF THE NEXT REGULAR

(B) LIMTATION ON JUDICIAL RELIEF.--1F A BOARD OR COUNCI L CF

A POLITICAL SUBDI VI SION, OR AN AUTHORI TY CREATED BY A POLITI CAL

SUBDI VI SION, HAS COWVPLI ED WTH THE PROVI SI ONS OF SUBSECTI ON (A),

THE JUDI CIAL_RELI EF UNDER SECTION 13 SHALL NOT BE AVAI LABLE ON A
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SPECI FI C ACTION SOLELY ON THE BASI S OF LACK OF COMVENT ON THAT

(C)  OBJECTI ON. - - ANY PERSON HAS THE RIGHT TO RAI SE AN

OBJECTI ON AT ANY TIME TO A PERCEIVED VIOLATION OF THI S ACT AT

ANY MEETI NG OF A BOARD OR COUNCIL OF A POLITICAL SUBDI VI SI ON OR

AN AUTHORI TY CREATED BY A PCOLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON.

(D) EXCEPTION. --THE BOARD OR COUNCIL OF A POLITI CAL

SUBDI VI SI ON OR OF AN AUTHORI TY CREATED BY A POLI TI CAL
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SUBDI VI SI ON WHI CH HAD, BEFORE JANUARY 1, 1993, ESTABLISHED A
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PRACTI CE OR POLI CY OF HOLDI NG SPECI AL _MEETINGS, SOLELY FOR THE
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PURPOSE OF PUBLI C COVMENT, | N ADVANCE OF ADVERTI SED REGULAR
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MEETI NGS, SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM THE PROVI SI ONS OF SUBSECTI ON (A).
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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