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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
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SENATE AMENDVENTS TO HOUSE AMENDMVENTS, JUNE 22, 1992
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Septenber 9, 1965 (P.L.497, No.251),
entitled "An act requiring physicians, hospitals and ot her
institutions to adm nister or cause to be adm nistered tests
for phenyl ketonuria and ot her netabolic diseases upon infants
in certain cases,"” further providing for a newborn child
screeni ng program

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of Septenber 9, 1965 (P.L.497, No.251),
entitled "An act requiring physicians, hospitals and ot her
institutions to adm nister or cause to be admi nistered tests for
phenyl ket onuri a and ot her netabolic di seases upon infants in
certain cases,"” is amended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 1. Short Title.--This act shall be known and nay be

cited as the "Newborn Child Testing Act."

Secti on 2. Definitions.--The foll owi ng words and phrases

when used in this act shall have the neani ngs given to themin

this section unless the context clearly indicates otherw se:
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"Board." The State Advisory Health Board in the Departnent

of Heal t h.

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Health of the Commonweal th.

"Di sease." Diseases |listed by the Departnent of Health by

requl ati on which lead to nental retardati on or physical defects,

i ncluding without linmtati on Phenyl ketonuria (PKU), maple syrup

uri ne di sease (MsUD) and sickle-cell disease

( henogl obi nopat hi es) .

"Health care provider." A health care facility or health

care practitioner as defined by requl ati ons of the Departnent of

"Newborn child." A child |less than 28 days of age.

"Program " The Newborn Child Screeni ng and Fol | ow-up Program

adm ni stered by the Departnent of Heal th.

"Repeat specinmen." A second or subsequent bl ood speci nen

collected froma newborn child for the sane purpose.

"Unaccept abl e specinen.”" A newborn child's bl ood speci nen

which is not suitable in quality or quantity to perform newborn

screening or confirmatory testing for one or nore of the

di seases covered by this act or the requl ati ons pronul gat ed

t her eunder .

Section 2. Section 1 of the act is anended to read:

[Section 1. Every hospital or other institution caring for
newborn infants, or any physician having in his care newborn
infants shall adm nister or cause to be adm nistered to every
such infant inits or his care a test for phenyl ketonuria
approved by the Advisory Health Board of the State Departnent of
Heal th and tests for such other netabolic di seases of the
newborn which may |ead to nmental retardation or physical defects

and which may be approved by such Advisory Health Board. No such
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test shall be nmade if the parent or guardi an of the newborn
child dissents on the ground that the test conflicts with his

religious beliefs or practices.]

Secti on 3. Newborn Child Screeni ng and Fol | ow-up Program - -

(a) In order to assist health care providers to determ ne

whet her treatnent or other services are necessary to avert

mental retardation, pernanent disabilities or death, the

departnent, WTH THE APPROVAL OF THE BOARD, shall establish a

program provi di ng for:

(1) The screening tests of newborn children for di seases.

(2) Followup services relating to confirnmatory testi ng,

assessnent and di agnosis of newborn children with abnornal or

i nconcl usi ve screeni nqg rest TEST results.

(b) The departnent, with the advice APPROVAL of the board,

shal|l establish by requl ati on those di seases, | N ADDI TION TO

PHENYLKETONURI A (PKU), MAPLE SYRUP URI NE DI SEASE (MSUD) AND

SI CKLE- CELL DI SEASE (HEMOG.OBI NOPATHI ES), for whi ch newborn

children shall be tested and the nethods for testi ng and

di sseninating test results.

(c) No screening test shall be perforned if a parent or

guar di an di ssents on the ground that the test conflicts with a

reliqgious belief or practice.

Section 3. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Secti on 4. Procur enent of Speci nens by Health Care

Providers.--(a) Health care providers shall cause to be

procured bl ood speci nens of newborn children for required

screeni ng and confirmatory tests, and send such specinens to a

testing | aboratory desi gnated by the departnent.

(b)Y If the initial specinen is an unacceptabl e speci men, or

as otherwi se required by the departnent by regul ati on, the
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health care provider shall collect a repeat specinmen for

screeni ng and confirmatory tests.

Secti on 5. Regul ati ons. --The departnent, W TH THE APPROVAL <—

OF THE BOARD, shall have the authority to pronul gate reqgul ati ons

for the i npl enentati on and adnmi nistration of this act.

Section 4. Any regul ations pronul gated under the act prior
to the effective date of this anmendatory act shall continue and
remain in full force and effect until repeal ed, superseded or
suppl enent ed by regul ati ons promnul gated under the authority of
this anendatory act.

Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 1992, OR <—
| MMEDI ATELY, WH CHEVER | S LATER
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