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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 95 =55

I NTRODUCED BY STEELMAN, RI TTER, ARNOLD, STETLER, STURLA,
FREEMAN, TRI CH, JOSEPHS, O BRI EN, McHUGH, MARKOSEK AND
HARLEY, APRIL 17, 1991

I ntroduced, April 17, 1991
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Menorial i zing menbers of the General Assenbly to recognize Apri
18, 1991, as a date to "Take Back The Night"™ in conjunction
with efforts by the Pennsyl vania Coalition Agai nst Rape, in
t he comrenoration of April as "Sexual Assault Awareness
Month," to end sexual violence and cel ebrate survival.
VWHEREAS, To conmenorate "Sexual Assault Awareness Mnth,"
rape crises centers are organi zing take back the night marches,
rallies and vigils across this Commonwealth on April 18th; and
WHEREAS, The "Take Back The Night" theme originated in
Engl and in 1977 when a group of wonen formed a march to protest
t he viol ence and fear wonen so often encountered on the streets
at night; and
WHEREAS, Pennsyl vania rape crises centers are organi zi ng
"Take Back The Ni ght" events to help raise awareness of the
exi stence of sexual violence; to proclaimthat all people have a
rightful claimto the night w thout fear and pain; to protest
t he vi ol ence wonen and children often experience; and to

cel ebrate survival; and

WHEREAS, Based on police reports, 16 rapes are attenpted and
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ten wonen are raped every hour; and

WHEREAS, Rape is the nost under-reported crine; sone
esti mates conclude that as nany as 80% 90% of these crinmes are
never reported; and

WHEREAS, One in four girls and one in seven boys will be
sexual | y abused before reaching 18 years of age; and

WHEREAS, It is estimated that as many as 40 mllion
Ameri cans, one in six persons, experienced sexual victimzation
as children; and

WHEREAS, One of every four coll ege wonen has been raped; and

WHEREAS, Forty-three percent of college nmen admtted to using
vi ol ence to get sex according to a recent survey of 6,000
students; and

WHEREAS, Ten to fourteen percent of all married wonen have
been raped by their husbands; and

WHEREAS, Fifty percent of wonen in treatnment for substance
abuse have been sexual |y abused as children, nost often as
i ncest and rape victinms; and

WHEREAS, O fenders who begin their sexual victim zation in
their teens commt an average of 380 sexual crimes by the tine
they are caught; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
recogni ze the need to pronote awareness of sexual violence and
devel op appropriate actions and responses to conbat such
vi ol ence which tears at the social and noral fabric of our
nation and State; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the General Assenbly recogni ze the need for
t he Comonweal th to provide hospitals, rape crises centers and
ot her donestic institutions with the necessary resources and

support to properly assist victins of sexual violence in dealing
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with and overcomng their tragedies; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the General Assenbly recognize the need to
educate children and all citizens of this Conmonweal th
concerni ng hel pful techniques to prevent becom ng victimzed by
sexual violence, as well as providing channels of assistance to
hel p those who do becone victinms of sexual violence; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the General Assenbly recognize April 18, 1991,
as a date to "Take Back The Night" as an effort by the
Pennsyl vani a Coal iti on Agai nst Rape, and rape crises centers
across this Conmonwealth, to commenorate April as "Sexual
Assaul t Awareness Month"; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the General Assenbly recogni ze that every
citizen of this Commonwealth has the right to life free fromthe
fear of sexual violence whether on the streets or in their own
horme; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the General Assenbly encourage all of its
menbers to actively participate within their |ocal conmunities
in the events which will occur on April 18th to "Take Back The
Ni ght,"” as well as work closely throughout the nonth of Apri
with rape crises centers in their districts to commenorate Apri

as "Sexual Assault Awareness Mnth."
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