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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2849 5%

I NTRODUCED BY EVANS, JUNE 16, 1992

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, JUNE 16, 1992
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AN ACT

Est abl i shing the Pennsyl vani a Performance Eval uati on Conm ssion
and providing for its powers and duti es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Perfornmance
Eval uati on Act.
Section 2. Purpose.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) There is the need to continuously evaluate the
performance of the Comonweal th's prograns and policies to
assure that tax dollars are spent in the nost effective and
ef fici ent manner possible.

(2) The citizens of this Commonweal th have the right to
know that State governnent is neeting their needs in a cost-
effecti ve manner.

(3) Agencies of State governnent nust be able to



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

denonstrate that their prograns are neeting their goals and

obj ectives and are having a positive inpact on the

Commonweal th and its citizens, by becom ng nore focused,

concentrated and intensive in their performance eval uation

efforts both for the short termand the long term
(4) Gven the constrained nature of the fiscal resources
that will be available both now and into the foreseeable
future, only those progranms that prove their worth can be
consi dered for continued funding.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmi ssion.” The Pennsyl vani a Perfornmance Eval uation
Conmi ssi on established in section 4.

Section 4. Creation of Pennsylvania Perfornmance Eval uation
Conmmi ssi on.

The Pennsyl vani a Perfornmance Eval uati on Conmm ssion i s hereby
established to devel op and i npl enent a conprehensive system of
per f ormance eval uati on.

Section 5. Menbership.

The conmi ssion shall consist of nine menbers. The nenbers of
the comm ssion shall include the Secretary of the Budget, the
Secretary of Administration, the State Treasurer, the Auditor
CGeneral, the Chairperson of the Legislative Budget and Fi nance
Committee and the mpjority chairperson and the mnority
chai rperson of the Appropriations Conmittee of the Senate and
the majority chairperson and the mnority chairperson of the
Appropriations Conmittee of the House of Representatives. The

menbers of the comm ssion shall elect a chairperson at their
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first neeting.
Section 6. Powers and duties of comm ssion.

(a) Meetings.--The conm ssion shall neet as frequently as it
deens appropriate, but at |east once during each nonth. The
Secretary of the Budget shall be responsible for calling the
initial nmeeting of the comm ssion. The initial organizational
nmeeting of the commi ssion shall take place within 30 days of the
effective of this act.

(b) Resources.--The comm ssion may utilize the staff and
resources of the General Assenbly, any Commonweal th agency, and
any public or private institution which receives Commonweal th
funds. The Ceneral Assenbly, Commonweal th agencies, and public
or private institutions receiving Conmonweal th funds shal
provi de staff and resources as requested at no cost to the
commi ssion. The comm ssion nmay use such space, staff and
resources of the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to
prepare its final report.

(c) Objectives.--The comm ssion shall evaluate the current
structure and system of performance evaluation in the
Commonweal th and devel op and i npl enent a conprehensi ve and
coordi nated system of eval uation that includes nonitoring,

i npact assessnment and cost-benefit analysis. In so doing, the
conmi ssion shall take into consideration the effectiveness of
t he existing systens, including:

(1) Program eval uati ons.

(2) Preaudits.

(3) Program neasures.

(4) Financial audits.

(5) Budget process.

(6) Sunset reviews.
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(7) Legislative oversight.
(8) Performance audits.

(d) Report to General Assenbly.--Wthin 90 days of the
effective date of this act, the conm ssion shall identify those
progranms nost in need of performance eval uation prior to March
31, 1993. The conm ssion shall submt to the General Assenbly a
per formance eval uation report by March 31, 1993, for each of the
prograns identified above with specific reconmendati ons,

i ncl udi ng whet her:
(1) To continue or discontinue the program
(2) To inprove its practices and procedures.
(3) To nodify specific program strategi es and

t echni ques.

(e) Conprehensive report.--The comm ssion shall issue to the
Governor and the Ceneral Assenbly a conprehensive report by
Cct ober 31, 1993, containing its recommendati ons on how to
i npl enent a systematic neans of evaluating prograns in order to
make State government in Pennsylvania nore effective and cost
efficient.

Section 7. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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