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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
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O (o0} ~ OO WNE

e e T e T T S = SE S
© 00 N o oo M W N - O

A JO NT RESOLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania, providing for six-year terns for nenbers of
the Senate and four-year terns for nmenbers of the House of
Representatives; limting terns to 12 consecutive years;
providing for retention in certain cases; and reducing the
nunber of menbers of the House of Representatives.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:
Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl
That sections 3 and 16 of Article Il be anended to read:
§ 3. Terms of nenbers.
(a) Senators shall be elected for the termof [four] six
years and Representatives for the termof [two] four years.

Senators and Representatives shall be limted to 12 years in one

office. Senators shall serve not nore than two full consecutive

terns, and Representatives shall serve not nore than three ful

consecutive ternms in office.

(b)Y A Senator or Representative may file a declaration of
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candi dacy for retention election with the officer of the

Commpnweal th who, under | aw, has supervi si on over el ections on

or before the first Monday of January during the year of his

tenth consecutive year in office to determ ne the questi on of

whet her he shall continue in office notwi thstandi ng the 12-year

limtation. If a majority of the electorate favors retenti on,

the Senator or Representative shall be eligible for office for

an additional 12 vears. If a majority of the electorate is

agai nst retention, the Senator or Representative shall not be

eligible to continue in office.

§ 16. Legislative districts.

The Conmonweal th shall be divided into 50 senatorial and
[203] 150 representative districts, which shall be conposed of
conpact and contiguous territory as nearly equal in popul ation
as practicable. Each senatorial district shall elect one
Senator, and each representative district one Representative.
Unl ess absol utely necessary no county, city, incorporated town,
bor ough, township or ward shall be divided in formng either a

senatorial or representative district.
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