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OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled

"An act providing for and reorgani zi ng the conduct of the
executive and adm nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative
departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative
departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
of ficers, and of the several admnistrative departnents,
boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive
and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointment of
certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the
nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
commi ssions shall be determ ned,” further providing for

medi cal insurance coverage for survivor-spouses of

annui tants; and nmaking a repeal.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 529 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177,



No. 175), known as The Admi nistrative Code of 1929, added August
14, 1991 (P.L.331, No.35), is anended to read:

Section 529. Medical I|nsurance Coverage For Survivor- Spouses
of Annuitants.--(a) A survivor-spouse of an annuitant under the
St at e Enpl oyees' Retirenent System who had el ected to convert
medi cal , naj or medi cal and hospitalization insurance coverage
shall have the option to continue such insurance coverage. The

State Enpl oyees' Retirenent System shall notify prospectively

the appropriate State agency admi nistering that annuitant's

group health i nsurance program A previ ously covered survivor -

spouse of an annuitant who di ed before October 14, 1991, nust

notify the State Enpl oyees' Retirenent System of potenti al

eliqgibility. The survivor-spouse nust subnmt satisfactory

docunent ati on supporting the claimof eligibility to the

appropri ate State agency adnmi ni stering that annuitant's qgroup

health i nsurance program THE STATE AGENCY OR FUND ADM NI STERI NG

THAT ANNUI TANT' S GROUP_HEALTH | NSURANCE PROGRAM MUST SEND AN

ELECTI ON FORM TO THE ELI G BLE SURVI VOR- SPOUSE W THI N THI RTY (' 30)

DAYS OF NOTI FI CATI ON THAT THE ANNUI TANT DI ED. The State

Enpl oyees' Retirenment [Board] System upon receipt of the

el ection by the survivor-spouse of the annuitant to continue
such i nsurance coverage, shall notify the insurance carrier of
the el ection and deduct the appropriate [annual] charges in
equal nmonthly installnents. Such deductions shall be transmtted
to the designated fiscal officer of the Commonweal th having

jurisdiction over the paynment of such group charges on behal f of

t he annuitant or the survivor-spouse. This section shall apply

to all survivor-spouses of annuitants regardl ess of when they

attain such status. An eligible survivor-spouse who does not

return the election formto the State Enpl oyees' Retirenent
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System or the appropriate State agency adnini stering the

annuitant's group health i nsurance programw thin thirty (30)

days shall have a coverage effective date of the first day of

the nonth subsequent to the receipt of the el ection form

(b) In the event that the nonthly annuity of the survivor-
spouse of the annuitant is |ess than the anount needed or such
person receives no survivor annuity to cover the applicable
monthly installment paynments, the Comonweal th's fiscal officer
shall identify the total [annual] difference between these
anounts and shall notify the survivor-spouse of the annuitant of
the deficiency. Wthin thirty (30) days of this notification,

t he survivor-spouse of the annuitant shall nake a paynent to the
Commonweal th's fiscal officer in an amount sufficient to cover

the [full year's] deficiency for the period nmandated by the

State agency adm nistering the annuitant's group heal th

i nsurance program which (period) shall not exceed one (1) year.

If paynment is not received by the Comopnweal th's fiscal officer
within the specified tinme period, the eligibility for State
i nsurance coverage for the survivor-spouse of the annuitant
shall be forfeited. Upon forfeiture, the Conmonwealth's fisca
of ficer shall notify both the insurance carrier and the State
Enpl oyees' Retirenment Board.

(c) |If the survivor-spouse of the annuitant elects to

continue insurance coverage and nmakes the [annual] install nent

continue [for twelve (12) nonths, during which] in force with

the Comonweal th's fiscal officer [will redeterm ne the]

redeterm ni ng pewrates RATE ADJUSTMENTS annual |l y and any <—

required [annual ] deficiency amount [and]. The Conmpnwealth's

fiscal officer shall notify the survivor-spouse of the annuitant
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of the anmpbunt required to assure continued coverage. This
notification shall take place at least thirty (30) days prior to
the [anniversary] date of the [election by the survivor-spouse

of the annuitant to pay for insurance coverage.] proposed rate

Section 2. Section 16 of the act of August 14, 1991
(P.L.331, No.35), entitled "An act anending the act of April 9,
1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled 'An act providing for and
reorgani zi ng the conduct of the executive and adm nistrative
wor k of the Commonweal th by the Executive Departnent thereof and
the adm ni strative departnents, boards, comm ssions, and
of ficers thereof, including the boards of trustees of State
Nor mal School s, or Teachers Col |l eges; abolishing, creating,
reorgani zing or authorizing the reorgani zation of certain
adm ni strative departnents, boards, and comm ssions; defining
the powers and duties of the Governor and ot her executive and
adm nistrative officers, and of the several adm nistrative
departnments, boards, conm ssions, and officers; fixing the
sal aries of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other
executive and administrative officers; providing for the
appoi ntnment of certain adm nistrative officers, and of all
deputies and ot her assistants and enployes in certain
departnents, boards, and conm ssions; and prescribing the manner
in which the nunber and conpensation of the deputies and al
ot her assistants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
commi ssions shall be determ ned,' further providing for
menber shi p of the board of The Pennsyl vani a I ndustri al
Devel opnent Authority, for crime victinms' conpensation and
assi stance and for the rights of crinme victins; providing for

the continuation of nedical insurance coverage for survivor-
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1 spouse annuitants; providing for costs for offender supervision
2 prograns and for the deposit of certain surplus; further

3 providing for the subm ssion of agency budget requests to the

4 General Assenbly and for control of the budgeting processes by

5 the General Assenbly; providing for electronic access to certain
6 information provided by the Governor; authorizing the Departnent
7 of Environmental Resources to indemify and hold harnmnl ess

8 PermaGain Products, Inc. fromand agai nst certain damages

9 related to personal injury and property danage at Quehanna,
10 Pennsylvania; permtting the drilling of water wells on State
11 | ands under certain conditions; further providing for rmunicipal
12 notices relating to certain permts issued by the Departnent of
13 Environnental Resources; and providing for the expiration of the
14 health-care facilities' certificate of need process,"” is
15 repeal ed.
16 Section 3. This act shall take effect immediately.
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