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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 173155

| NTRODUCED BY FARGO, FAI RCHI LD, NOYE, ARGALL, COLAI ZZO, | TKIN
MRKONI C, MELI O FOX, ARMSTRONG NYCE, BUNT, JOHNSON, NAHILL,
S. H SMTH SAURVAN, CLYMER AND VROON, JUNE 19, 1991

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, JUNE 19, 1991
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 9, 1990 (P.L.340, No.78), entitled "An

act providing for a Statew de emergency tel ephone nunber 911

system providing for contributions fromtel ephone

subscri bers; providing a penalty; and meking a repeal,"

further providing for the definition of "contribution rate,”

for authorized expenditures by counties and for imunity.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "contribution rate" in section
2 of the act of July 9, 1990 (P.L.340, No.78), known as the
Publ i c Safety Energency Tel ephone Act, is anmended to read:
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

* * %

"Contribution rate.” A fee assessed agai nst a tel ephone

subscri ber for the nonrecurring costs, maintenance and operating

costs of a 911 system Counties of the first through second
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class A may inpose a nonthly contribution rate in an anount not
to exceed $1 per line on each |ocal exchange access line.
Counties of the third through fifth class may inpose nonthly
contribution rates in an anount not to exceed $1.25 per |line on
each | ocal exchange access |ine. Counties of the sixth through
ei ghth class may inpose a nonthly contribution rate in an anmount
not to exceed $1.50 per line on each | ocal exchange access line.
The contribution rate may be used by counties for the expenses
of inplenenting, expanding or upgrading a 911 system Expenses
eligible for reinbursenment through the contribution rate shal
i ncl ude tel ephone term nal equiprment, trunk Iine service
installation, network changes, building of initial data base and
any ot her nonrecurring costs to establish a 911 system The
contribution rate may al so be used to fund recurring costs
pursuant to section 8(b). Expenses not eligible for
rei mbursenent through the contribution rate shall i nclude
purchase of real estate, cosnetic renodeling, central office
upgrades, hiring [and training] of dispatchers, nobile
comuni cat i ons equi pment, anbul ances, fire engi nes or other
energency vehicles, utilities, taxes and ot her expenses as
determ ned by the Departnment of Community Affairs.

* %k

Section 2. Sections 8 and 9(c) of the act are anmended to
read:
Section 8. Expenditures for nonrecurring costs, naintenance and

operation of 911 systens.

(a) Expenditures authorized.--During each county's fiscal
year, the county nmay expend the anounts distributed to it from
the contribution rate for the nonrecurring costs, nmaintenance

and operation of a county 911 system

19910H1731B2068 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

(b) Itenms included in nonrecurring costs, maintenance and
operation costs.--Mii ntenance and operation costs may include
t el ephone conpany charges, equi pnent costs or equi pnent | ease
charges, repairs, utilities, data base mai ntenance costs,
personnel salary and benefit costs which are directly related to

the provision of 911 services, training of energency dispatchers

or _conmuni cators, audit costs and appropriate carryover costs

from previ ous years. M ntenance and operation costs shall not

i ncl ude any cost necessary to house the 911 system No nore than
60% of the contribution rate collected during each county's
fiscal year nmay be utilized to fund personnel salary and benefit
cost s.

(c) Limtations on expenditures.--The departnment shall adopt
procedures to assure that the total amount collected fromthe
911 contribution rate shall be expended only for the
nonrecurring costs, naintenance and operation of a county 911
system Nonrecurring costs shall be anortized over a m ni mum of
t hree years.

(d) Triennial audit.--The departnment shall require a
triennial audit of each county's expenditures for the
nonrecurring costs, naintenance and operation of 911 systens.
The triennial audit cost shall be paid by the respective county
fromcontribution rate revenues.

Section 9. Tel ephone records.
* %k
(c) Imunity.--No tel ephone conpany, or agent or enployee or

director of a tel ephone conpany and no county, county official

or _county enpl oyee, shall be liable to any person who uses the

911 energency service established under this act:

(1) for release to a public safety answering point of
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information specified in this section that is not already
part of the public records, including nonpublished tel ephone
nunbers; or

(2) for interruptions, omssions, defects, errors,
m st akes or delays in transm ssion occurring in the course of
rendering 911 emergency service under this act, unless such
interruptions, om ssions, defects, errors, mstakes or del ays
are caused by the willful or wanton m sconduct of the
t el ephone conpany, its agents or enployees or directors or

the county, its officials or enpl oyees: Provided, however,

That nothing herein shall preclude the application of any
commi ssion tariff or regulation pertaining to allowances for
t el ephone service interruptions.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

E20L35WvB/ 19910H1731B2068 - 4 -



