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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” requiring approved referenda prior to
the inmposition of increased tax rates and providing
exceptions.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 652 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, amended August
5, 1977 (P.L.178, No.46), is anended to read:

Section 652. Tax Levy; Purposes; Limtations.--[In] (&)

Subj ect to the referendum approval requirenents of subsection

(b), in all school districts of the first class the school taxes
for the following fiscal year shall be |levied annually, by the
board of public education thereof, on or after the second Moynday

of Novenber and before the first Monday of Decenber foll ow ng.



1 In all school districts of the first class A the school taxes

2 for the following fiscal year shall be | evied annually by the

3 board of public education on or after the first Monday of

4 Decenber and before the end of the current fiscal year. The

5 board of public education thereof shall annually levy a tax on

6 each dollar of the total assessnents of all property assessed

7 and certified for taxation in said district, which tax shall be
8 ascertained, determ ned, and fixed by addi ng together the

9 followng:

10 (1) An anobunt which, with all noneys received fromthe

11 Commonweal th applicable thereto, shall be sufficient to pay the
12 mninmum sal aries and increnments of the teaching and supervisory
13 staff thereof as fixed and provided by |aw and to pay the

14 contributions of said district to the teachers' retirenment

15 system For the purpose of conputing the anpbunt required to pay
16 the mninmumsalaries and increnments fixed by |aw, but wthout

17 otherwise limting the rights of the district to enploy teachers
18 or other enployes, (i) The nunber of teachers on the salary

19 schedule of the elenentary schools shall not exceed one for
20 every thirty pupils in average daily nmenbership in such school s,
21 (ii) The nunber of teachers on the salary schedule of the junior
22 high schools shall not exceed one for every twenty-two pupils in
23 average daily nmenbership in such schools, (iii) The nunber of
24 teachers on the salary schedul e of the senior high schools shal
25 not exceed one for every twenty-two pupils in average daily
26 nmenbership in such schools, (iv) The nunber of teachers with
27 salaries and increnments fixed by law, on any salary schedul e now
28 established or hereafter established, and not specially
29 nentioned in this act, shall not exceed one for every twenty-two

30 pupils in average daily nmenbership, (v) The nunber of principals
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in the elementary schools, and the principals in charge of al
ot her character of schools now established or hereafter
establ i shed, and not specially nmentioned in this act, shall not
exceed one for every six hundred pupils in average daily
menbership in such schools, (vi) The nunber of principals in the
junior and senior high schools shall not exceed one for every
twel ve hundred pupils in average daily nenbership in such
schools, (vii) The nunber of supervisors in all schools shal
not exceed one for every fifteen hundred pupils in average daily
menbership, (viii) The nunber of attendance officers and hone
and school visitors shall not exceed one for every two thousand
pupils in average daily nmenbership in all elenentary and
secondary schools, (ix) In all adult and extension school
cl asses, the nunber of teachers shall not exceed one for every
twenty pupils in average daily nmenbership in such schools.

The salary and increnents, fixed by |aw, of nenbers of the
t eachi ng and supervi sory staff whose nunber is not in sone
manner |imted hereby, shall not be included within the purposes
aut hori zed by clause (1) of this [section] subsection, but shal
be construed and regarded as constituting expenses within the
meani ng of clause (3) of this [section] subsection.

Aver age daily menbership, as used herein, shall be based upon
menber ship during the preceding school term

(2) An anpbunt sufficient to pay the interest on, and retire
at maturity the principal of, the indebtedness of said district
incurred as authorized by | aw.

(2.1) An anpunt sufficient to pay any rentals agreed to be
paid to the State Public School Building Authority or any other
authority created by the General Assenbly, having State-w de

jurisdiction.
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(3) An anount sufficient to pay all other expenses and
requi renents of said school district, which anount shall be
equi valent to not less than three, nor nore than five, mlls on
the dollar of the total assessnent of all property assessed and
certified for taxation therein.

The total annual school tax levy for all purposes in any
school district of the first class shall not be nore than el even
and three-quarter (11 3/4) mlls on the dollar of the total
assessnment of all property assessed and certified for taxation
inthe territory constituting the district.

(b)Y (1) Unless approved by a referendum under this

subsection, the esti mated amount of revenue derived from al

t axes i nposed by any school district of the first class or first

class A for the new fiscal year shall not, as a result of the

i mposition of a higher rate of tax for that new fi scal year,

exceed the anmount of revenue raised in the current fiscal year

by nore than the percentage of the rate of inflation determnm ned

fromthe nost recent Consunmer Price Index for the i nmedi ately

precedi ng twel ve-nont h peri od.

(2) Voter approval by referendum shall be obtained by the

board of school directors of any school district of the first

class or first class A for any increases in estimted tax

derived revenues for the next fiscal year which exceed the tax

revenues of the current fiscal year by the percentage of the

rate of inflation deternmined fromthe nost recent Consuner Price

I ndex for the i medi ately precedi ng twel ve-nonth peri od.

(3) The board of school directors shall submt the

ref erendum question to the county board of el ections for a vote

at the Novenber election to be held prior to the begi nni ng of

the new fiscal year for the school district.
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(4) The provisions of clauses (1) and (2) shall not apply to

i ncreased revenues necessary to neet the increased costs of any

of the following: (i) Costs arising fromincreased school

enroll nent but only to the extent of the additional enroll nent,

(ii) Costs which arise from nmandated i ncreases in pensi on or

retirenent costs, but only to the extent of the additi onal

Section 2. Section 672 of the act is anmended by adding a
subsection to read:
Section 672. Tax Levy; Limtations.--* * *

(e) (1) Unless approved by a referendum under this

subsection, the esti mated amount of revenue derived from al

t axes i nposed by any school district of the second, third or

fourth class for the new fiscal year shall not, as a result of

the inposition of a higher rate of tax for that new fiscal vyear,

exceed the anmount of revenue raised in the current fiscal year

by nore than the percentage of the rate of inflation determnm ned

fromthe nost recent Consunmer Price Index for the i nmedi ately

precedi ng twel ve-nont h peri od.

(2) Voter approval by referendum shall be obtained by the

board of school directors of any school district of the second,

third or fourth class for any i ncreases in estinmated tax derived

revenues for the next fiscal year which exceed the tax revenues

of the current fiscal year by the percentage of the rate of

inflation determ ned fromthe nost recent Consuner Price | ndex

for the i mmedi ately precedi ng twel ve-nonth peri od.

(3) The board of school directors shall submt the

ref erendum question to the county board of el ections for a vote

at the primary election to be held prior to the begi nning of the

new fiscal year for the school district.
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(4) The provisions of clauses (1) and (2) of this subsection

shall not apply to i ncreased revenues necessary to neet the

i ncreased costs of any of the following: (i) Costs arising from

i ncreased school enrollnent, but only to the extent of the

i ncreases in pension or retirenent costs, but only to the extent

of the additional costs.

1
2
3
4
5 additional enrollnent, (ii) Costs which arise from nandated
6
7
8

Section 3. This act shall take effect January 1, 1992.
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