SENATE AMENDED

PRI OR PRINTER S NOS. 1511, 2279, 3306 PRINTER S NO. 3592

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 131355

I NTRODUCED BY TRICH, COLE, LLOYD, STAIRS, MELIO LESCOVI TZ, COY,
DALEY, FREEMAN, HECKLER, NAILOR, JOHNSON, ROEBUCK, HERMAN
ANGSTADT, NOYE, CARLSON, CARONE, ARGALL, MERRY, FLEAGLE
G SNYDER, BARLEY, STElI GANER, BELARDI, BELFANTI, BI SHOP
WLLIAMS5, TRELLO, JAMES, HARPER, PISTELLA, TELEK AND
STEELNMAN, MAY 6, 1991

SENATOR TI LGHVAN, APPROPRI ATI ONS, | N SENATE, RE- REPORTED AS
AMENDED, MAY 13, 1992
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AN ACT
Provi di ng for Comonweal th support for the Agriculture Education
Loan Forgi veness Program for Pennsyl vani a resi dents who
graduate frominstitutions of higher education and who apply
their degrees in agriculture to famly farms within this
Conmonweal t h.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Agriculture
Educati on Loan Forgi veness Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance

Agency.
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"Agricultural products.” Crops, livestock and |ivestock

products, and commodities, including, but not limted to:
(1) Field crops, including corn, wheat, oats, rye,

barl ey, hay, potatoes and dry beans.

(2) Fruits, including apples, peaches, grapes, cherries
and berri es.

(3) \Vegetables, including tonmatoes, snap beans, cabbage,
carrots, beets, onions and nushroons.

(4) Horticultural specialties, including nursery stock,
ornanmental shrubs, ornanental trees and flowers.

(5) Cattle, sheep, hogs, goats, horses, poultry,
furbearing animals, mlk, eggs and furs.

(6) Tinber, wood and ot her wood products derived from
trees.

(7) Aquatic plants and animals and their by-products.

(8) Products derived fromany of the above and ot her
products derived fromthe business of farm ng, including such
ot her products as may be nmanufactured, derived or prepared
fromthe heretofore nmentioned products, raw or processed,

whi ch are used as food for man or aninals.

"Fam |y farm" The real property of a farm owned by nenbers
of an imediate famly or by a famly farm corporation used for
t he production, for comrercial purposes, of agricultural
products.

"Fam |y farmcorporation.” A corporation of which at | east
75% of its assets are devoted to the business of agriculture and
at | east 75% of each class of stock of the corporation is
conti nuously owned by nenbers of the imediate famly.

"Immedi ate famly nmenber." A spouse, child, stepchild,

parent, stepparent, grandparent, brother, stepbrother, sister,
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stepsister or like relative-in-law of an owner of real property.

"M XED PRACTI CE OF VETERI NARY MEDI CI NE." AS DESCRI BED BY THE
AMERI CAN VETERI NARY MEDI CAL ASSOCI ATI ON, THAT TYPE OF CLI NI CAL
VETERI NARY PRACTI CE OR CONSULTATI ON WHI CH DEALS W TH MORE THAN
ONE CATEGCORI CAL SPECI ES, | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIM TED TQ
AGRI CULTURAL ANI MALS.

"Practice of veterinary nedicine.” The practice in the field
of veterinary nedicine by any person qualified by educati onal
trai ning and experience in the science and techni ques of
veterinary nedicine and who is currently licensed to practice
veterinary nedicine by the Pennsylvania State Board of
Vet erinary Medici ne under the act of Decenber 27, 1974 (P.L.995,
No. 326), known as the Veterinary Medicine Practice Act.

"Qualified applicant.” A resident of this Conmonweal th who
neets all of the following criteria:

(1) Holds a degree in a field related to the production
of agricultural products or in the field of veterinary
medi ci ne, froman institution of higher education |ocated
within this Cormonweal th, approved by the agency for
partici pation under this act.

(2) Is inthe first year of full-tinme enploynent or work
on a famly farmor in the practice of veterinary nedicine, a
portion of which activity nmust be for the protection and
enhancenent of agricultural animal health and productivity,
on or after July 1, 1991.

(3) Has borrowed through the agency-adm ni stered
Guar ant eed Student Loan Prograrns.

"U S.D. A CERTIFI CATION. " CERTI FI CATI ON BY THE UNI TED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE THAT A GRADUATE VETERI NARI AN HAS
SUCCESSFULLY PASSED AN EXAM NATI ON AND | S CERTI FI ED TO S| GN
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HEALTH CERTI FI CATES ALLOW NG THE | NTERSTATE COMMERCE OF

AGRI CULTURAL ANI MALS AND ANI MAL PRODUCTS AS WELL AS THE ABILITY
TO CERTI FY REGULATORY TESTI NG SUCH AS BOVI NE TUBERCULOSI S AND
BRUCELLOSI S.

"Veterinary nedicine.” That branch of nedicine which deals
with the diagnosis, prognosis, treatnment, adm nistration,
prescription, operation or manipulation or application of any
apparatus or appliance for any di sease, pain, deformty, defect,
i njury, wound or physical condition of any animal or for the
prevention of or the testing for the presence of any di sease.
Section 3. Agriculture Education Loan Forgi veness Program

Qual ified applicants who are selected for the Agriculture
Educati on Loan Forgi veness Program in accordance with this act,
shall be eligible for paynent by the agency of a portion of the
debt incurred by the applicant through the agency-adm nistered
Guar anteed Student Loan Prograns for the educati on necessary to
receive a degree in an agriculturally related field. For each
year that the applicant is enployed full time on a famly farm
or works full tinme on a famly farm a portion of which nust be
| ocated within this Conmonweal th, or is engaged in the M XED <—
practice of veterinary nedicine within this Commonweal th, a
portion of which activity nmust be for the protection and
enhancenment of agricultural animal health and productivity, AND <—
VWHO HAS OBTAI NED U. S. D. A. CERTI FI CATI ON, the agency shal
forgive a proportional part of the applicant's | oan. No nore
t han $2, 000 shall be forgiven in any year, and no nore than
$10, 000 shall be forgiven for any applicant. Payments shall be
made in accordance with the procedures established by the
agency.

Section 4. Loan forgiveness awards.
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Reci pients of the |oan forgiveness awards shall be those
appl i cants who are approved by the agency. Each applicant shal
be required to submt such docunentation of continued
eligibility as the agency may require. The required content of
this docunentation shall be devel oped by the agency in
consultation with the Departnment of Agriculture.
Section 5. Fundi ng.
Loan forgiveness awards shall be nade to the extent that
funds are appropriated by the General Assenbly.
Section 6. Responsibility of agency.
It shall be the responsibility of the agency to adm nister
the Agriculture Education Loan Forgi veness Program establ i shed
by this act and to adopt such regul ations, policies, procedures
and forns as are necessary and not inconsistent with the
provi sions of this act.
SECTI ON 7. EXPI RATI ON. <—
TH S ACT SHALL EXPI RE JULY 1, 1993.
Section # 8. Effective date. <—

This act shall take effect Juby—3—3991 | MMEDI ATELY. <—
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