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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 110755

| NTRODUCED BY FEE, GRUPPO, JARCLI N, BOALEY, ARMSTRONG TI GUE,
COHEN, NYCE, TRELLO, | TKI N, LEVDANSKY, SAURVAN, G GLI OI'TI AND
SCHEETZ, APRIL 10, 1991

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, APRIL 10, 1991
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AN ACT
Amending Title 30 (Fish) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated

Statutes, designating the comm ssion as the Pennsylvania Fi sh

and Boat Comm ssion; and further providing for the

regi stration of boats.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definitions of "conm ssion" and "executive
director” in section 102 of Title 30 of the Pennsylvania
Consol i dated Statutes are anmended to read:

§ 102. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provisions of this title which are applicable to specific
provisions of this title, the follow ng words and phrases when
used in this title shall have, unless the context clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se, the neanings given to themin this section:

* * %

"Conmi ssion.” The Pennsyl vania Fish and Boat Commi ssion of

t he Commopnweal t h.
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* * %

"Executive director." The executive director of the

* * %

Section 2. Section 301(a) of Title 30 is anended to read:
§ 301. Organization of comm ssion.

(a) Conposition.--The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Comn ssion
is continued as an i ndependent adm ni strative conm ssion and
shall consist of ten conpetent citizens of this Conmmonweal th who
shall be appointed by the Governor by and with the advice and
consent of two-thirds of the nenbers elected to the Senate for
terms of eight years and until their successors are appointed
and qualified.

* x *

Section 3. Title 30 is anended by adding a section to read:

8 308. Desi gnati on of conm SSi on.

The Pennsyl vania Fi sh Conm ssion is designated the

Pennsyl vani a Fi sh and Boat Conmi ssi on. Prosecutions, |icenses,

contracts, deeds, enforcenent actions and other official actions

by the conm ssion shall not be affected by the use of the

desi gnati on of the conmi ssion as the Pennsyl vani a Fi sh

Conmmi ssi on. The conmi ssi on nmay conti nue to use the nane

Pennsyl vani a Fi sh Conm ssi on on badges, citations, field

acknow edgnents, contracts, |licenses, registrations, stationery

or any other official docunents or enblens until existing

suppli es are exhausted. The conmi ssion nmay substitute the title

"Pennsyl vani a Fi sh and Boat Comm ssion" for the title

"Pennsyl vani a Fi sh Conni ssion” on its docunents and nmaterials on

such schedule as it deens appropri ate.

Section 4. Sections 5104, 5122(a)(1), 5301, 5302, 5303,
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5305, 5306(a), (b) and (c) and 5310 of Title 30 are anmended to
read:
§ 5104. Fees.

The follow ng fees apply to registrations, |icenses, permts
and capacity plates issued under this part and the fees
col l ected shall be deposited in the State Treasury in the Boat
Fund:

(1) Omer registration ([boats] notorboats | ess than 16
feet in length), [$4] $10 per year.
(2) Omner registration ([boats] notorboats 16 feet [or

| onger), $6] to less than 20 feet), $15 per year.

(2.1) Owmer registration (notorboats 20 feet or |onger),

$20 per year.

(2.2) Owmner registration (boats not equi pped with

notors), $5 per vyear.

(3) Duplicate owner registration, [$1] $3 each.
(4) Dealer registration, $15 each per year.
(5) [Additional dealer registration, $5] Connmerci al

passenger boat reqgistration, $25 each.

(6) License for operator of passenger-carrying boat, $5
each.

(7) Capacity plate, [$2] $5 each

(8) Transfer of a multi-year boat registration, $5.

(9) Pernmt for floating structure and private aids to

navi gati on, $10 each.

§ 5122. Registrations, licenses, permts, plates and
statistics.
(a) GCeneral rule.--The comm ssion may pronul gate rul es and
regul ations relating to:

(1) Permanent and tenporary registration of [nptorboats]
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§ 5301. Registration of notorboats required.

(a) GCeneral rule.--[It] Except as provided in section 5302

1
2
3
4
5 (relating to exenptions), it is unlawful for any person to
6 operate or navigate, or cause to be operated or navigated, any
7 notorboat upon, over or through the waters of this Commonweal t h
8 unless the notorboat is registered in accordance with this
9 chapter.

10 (b) Penalty.--Any person who violates this section comrts a
11 summary offense of the third degree.

12 § 5302. Exenptions [fromregistration].

13 [ The registration requirenents of this chapter do not apply

14 to:] (a) Ceneral rule.--The follow ng classes of boats are

15 exenpt fromthe registrati on requirenents of this chapter

16 (1) Boats currently registered or awarded a nunber by
17 anot her state under a nunbering system approved by Federal
18 authority in which case the other state's registration or
19 nunber will be valid in this Conmonweal th for a period [of]
20 not to exceed the first 60 days of use on Commobnweal th

21 wat er s

22 (2) Foreign boats tenporarily using the waters of this
23 Commonweal t h.

24 (3) Boats, other than boats used for recreational

25 pur poses, which are:

26 (i) owned by the United States[, a state or a

27 subdi vi si on thereof];

28 (1i) used solely for public service functions such
29 as search and rescue; and

30 (ti1) <clearly identifiable as such
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28
29
30

[ Thi s paragraph includes boats owned by quasi-public

organi zati ons such as volunteer fire departnents and river
rescue units and used exclusively in the performance of their
work in furthering safety and search and rescue on the
wat er . |

(4) Lifeboats on ships.

(5) Boats possessing a valid marine docunent issued by
the United States Coast Cuard, or any Federal successor
thereto, or by any foreign governnent.

(6) Boats not equi pped with [propelling machinery.]

(b)Y Exenptions by requl ati on. --The conmm ssi on may, by

requl ati on, exenpt any additional boat or class of boats from

the registrati on provi sions of this chapter under such

conditions as it nay prescribe.

(c) Exenption fromfees.--The foll owi ng boats are required

to reqgister but are exenpt fromthe owner titling and

regi strati on fees of section 5104 (relating to fees):

(1) Motorboats owned or operated by the Conmbnweal t h.

(2) Motorboats owned by public service organi zati ons

approved by the conmi ssi on and used exclusively for training,

educati on, water safety and other public service functions.

(3) Motorboats owned by political subdivisions and

quasi - publi c organi zati ons, such as police departnments,

vol unteer fire departnents and river rescue units, and used

exclusively in the performance of their work i n enforcenent,

furthering safety and search and rescue on the water.

§ 5303. Voluntary and special registrations.
[(a) Registration of other watercraft.--Watercraft other

t han not orboats may be regi stered under this chapter at the
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option of the owner.

(b) Registration of Comonweal t h not orboats. - - Speci al
regi strations shall be issued free of charge by the comr ssion
for notorboats owned or operated by the Comobnweal t h. ]

Watercraft other than those required to reqgi ster under this

chapter may be reqi stered at the opti on of the owner upon

paynent of the fee specified by section 5104 (relating to fees).

8§ 5305. Application for registration.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Any person owning a [notorboat] boat and
desiring to [operate or navigate the notorboat, or cause it to
be operated or navigated, on any inland or tidal waters of]

register it in this Commpnweal th shall nake a witten

application to the comm ssion or to a designated issuing agent
[for a registration for the notorboat].

(b) Formand content.--The application shall be nade on a
form prescri bed, prepared and furnished by the comm ssion and,
together with such other information as the comm ssion may
require, shall state the nane and address of the applicant and,
if the applicant is a partnership, the nanmes and addresses of
all the partners, and, if the applicant is a corporation, the
nanmes and addresses of the officers.

(c) Penalty.--Any person [violating any of the provisions of

this section] providing false information in connection with a

boat registration conmts a summary offense of the [third]

8§ 5306. Certificate of registration.

(a) Issuance.--Upon receipt of a signed application and upon
t he paynent of the annual registration fee, the comm ssion shal
issue to the applicant owner a certificate of registration for

his [notorboat] boat. The certificate of registration shall be
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pocket size.

(b) Carrying on [notorboat] boat.--The certificate of
regi stration shall be available at all times for inspection on
the [notorboat] boat for which i ssued whenever the [notorboat]
boat is in operation, and shall be carried in such manner that
it can be handed to any Federal, State or |ocal |aw enforcenent
of ficer authorized to inspect it. The conm ssion nay, by
regul ati on, exenpt certain classes of boats fromthis
requi renent or prescribe alternate conpliance requirenents.

(c) Retention on shore.--The certificate of registration for
[ mot or boat s] boats |less than 26 feet long, |eased or rented for
noncomrer ci al use of |ess than seven days, may be retai ned on
shore by the owner of the [nptorboat] boat or his representative
at the place fromwhich the [nptorboat] boat departs or returns
to the possession of the owner or his representative. A
[ mot orboat] boat that does not have the certificate of
regi stration on board shall be identifiable while in use and
shall conply with all other requirenents.

* %k
8§ 5310. Display of registration nunber.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The registration nunber shown on the
certificate of registration shall be painted on or attached to
each side of the bow of the [nptorboat] boat in order that it
may be clearly visible. No other nunber nmay be displayed on the
bow. The nunber shall be maintained in a |egible condition.

(b)Y Exceptions.--The follow ng boats are exenpt fromthe

di spl ay of registrati on nunbers:

(1) Boats possessing a valid nmarine docunent issued by

the United States Coast Guard or its successor agency.

(2) Any other boat or class of boat which the conm ssi on
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deternines by requlation to exenpt fromthe display of

nunbers upon a finding that such display is not practicabl e

or does not aid nmaterially in the identification of the boat

and that does not conflict with Federal nunberi ng

requi renents.

[(b)] (c) Penalty.--A person who operates a properly
regi stered [notorboat] boat that does not display a proper

regi stration nunber conmts a summary offense of the fourth
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Section 5. This act shall apply to boat registrations issued

=
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for the cal endar year 1992 and each year thereafter.

=
N

Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 1991.
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