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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1096 55

| NTRODUCED BY W LLI AM5, PESCI, ARMSTRONG JOHNSON, KRUSZEWSKI
STUBAN, VEON, PISTELLA, FOX, DALEY, FARMER, RI CHARDSON
THOVAS, BI SHOP, BELARDI AND MELI O APRIL 9, 1991

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AG NG AND YOUTH, APRIL 9, 1991
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AN ACT
Providing for the prevention of hospital abductions of infants;
providing for penalties; and conferring powers and duties on
t he Departnent of Health.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Infant
Hospi tal Abduction Prevention Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) The nunber of abductions and attenpted abductions of
infants fromhospitals, while extrenely | ow, has shown a
mar ked i ncrease in the last ten years.

(2) The purpose of this act is to reduce the Iikelihood
of abductions in hospitals by requiring that hospital s adopt
certain security procedures and inform patients of those
procedures and of other optional tests for positive

identification of children.
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Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.
Section 4. Procedures to prevent infant hospital abductions.

(a) Establishnent.--A hospital in which newborn children are
delivered shall establish procedures designed to reduce the
i keli hood of abductions of infant patients. Procedures may
i nclude, but are not limted to, architectural plans to control
access to areas of infant care, video observation of areas of
infant care and procedures to identify staff and visitors.

(b) Notice.--A hospital shall post in a conspicuous |ocation
on its premses information regardi ng procedures established
under subsection (a).

Section 5. Information on optional identification tests.

A hospital in which newborn children are delivered shall nake
information available to the parents of a newborn child
regardi ng genetic testing for positive identification of a
child, including cost, |location and test perforner.

Section 6. Penalties.

A hospital that fails to conply with this act is subject to
an adm ni strative penalty of not nore than $200 and nmay be
assessed the costs of the action.

Section 7. Departnent.

(a) Administration.--The departnment shall adm nister this
act .

(b) Regul ations.--The departnent shall promul gate
regul ations to inplenent subsection (a).

Secti on 8. Ef fecti ve date.
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1 This act shall take effect in 180 days.
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