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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 981 %5

| NTRODUCED BY ADOLPH, E. Z. TAYLOR, PICCOLA, FREIND, LANGIRY,
Bl RVELI N, MARSI CO, M COZZI E, Cl VERA, LEH RAYMOND, LAWESS,
FLI CK, O BRI EN, KENNEY, J. TAYLOR, MHUGH, BUSH, FARGO
THOMAS, LEE, PITTS, GODSHALL, PERZEL, MELI O, VROON, DEMPSEY,
WOGAN, BUNT, NOYE, BARLEY, HERSHEY, HESS AND GERLACH
APRIL 3, 1991
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AN ACT
Providing for the Comonweal th fundi ng of basic educati onal
services by choice grants; providing for a crimnal penalty;

and maki ng repeal s.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Education
Choi ce Grant Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Choice grant.” An instrunment issued by the Departnent of
Education to parents to be used for the education of a student,

whi ch grant represents an anmount of noney determ ned under

section 3.
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"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
Commonweal t h.

"Parents."” The natural parents, |egal guardians or any other
i ndi vi dual or individuals having | egal custody of a student.

"School ." Any public or private not-for-profit school
| ocated within this Commonweal th or a hone educati on program
conducted pursuant to section 1327.1 of the act of March 10,
1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949.
The term shall not include any private business school, private
correspondence school or private trade school, any barber school
or school of cosnetol ogy, any institution of higher |earning or
any school owned or operated by the Conmonweal t h.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Education of the Comonweal th.

"Student." An individual who is a resident of this
Commonweal th, who is not |ess than the age required to begin
school in the district, nor 22 years of age or older as of the
day a school year begins, and who has not received a high school
di pl onma or its equival ent.
Section 3. Choice grant program

Commencing with the 1991-1992 school year, the secretary
shall provide a choice grant to parents requesting a grant from
the departnent. For the 1991-1992 school year, the grant shal
be $250. The grant shall increase by $100 each year for the
succeedi ng five years. Thereafter, the grant shall increase
annual ly by a percentage increase in the equalized subsidy for
basi ¢ education as established in Article XXV of the act of
March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code
of 1949. However, the anount of the grant shall not exceed the
tuition of the school or school district.

Section 4. |Issuance of choice grants.
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(a) Selection of school.--A parent shall notify a school or
school district by March 1 of his intent to enroll the student
in the school. School districts and participating nonpublic
school s shall approve or disapprove the request within 60 days
of its receipt.

(b) Procedure.--Parents nmust submt verification, as
required by the departnent, of enrollnment in a school, as
defined in this act, with the request for a grant. The request
shall be filed by July 1 of the year preceding attendance. No
| ater than August 15, the departnent shall send by first class
mai |, return recei pt requested, a choice grant to be used for
the com ng school year to parents requesting the grant. The
departnment shall establish procedures for awardi ng a grant
during the school year. Al such grants shall be reduced in
proportion to the anmount of instructional tinme remaining in the
school year. Grants awarded in the school year shall be paid
only fromunconmtted funding fromthe appropriation for this
pur pose.

(c) Gant not incone.--The receipt of a grant by parents
shal |l not constitute, and shall not be considered to be, incone
to the parents.

Section 5. Duty of school

(a) Nondiscrimnation.--A school shall not refuse to enrol
any student because of race, color, ancestry or disability.

(b) Nonresident students.--A public school shall not refuse
to enroll any student because the student does not reside within
the school district, except if space is unavailable in a class
at the student's grade level or if the enroll nent of the student
will cause the district to be in nonconpliance with an approved

desegregati on pl an.
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(c) Private school participation.--Private schools are not
required to participate in the choice grant program

(d) Assessnent of additional fees.--Nothing in this act
shall be construed to prohibit a school from assessing
additional fees for the enrollnent of a student. School
districts may continue to charge their tuition rate for
nonr esi dent students as prescribed in section 2561 of the act of
March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code
of 1949. Parents shall be responsible for paying any difference
in the tuition charge and the anount of the grant.

Section 6. Hone education prograns.

A grant to a hone education program shall be disconti nued
when a hearing exam ner determ nes that a hone education program
is not providing an appropriate education. The secretary or
Commonweal th Court shall have the power to require the repaynent
of any or all anmounts of the grant. The secretary's deci sion
shall be an adjudi cation under the provisions of 2 Pa.C S.
(relating to adm nistrative | aw and procedure).

Section 7. Rules and regul ations.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The State Board of Education shal
pronmul gate the rul es and regul ati ons necessary to inplenent the
provi sions of this act.

(b) Transfer of funds.--The departnment shall al so provide
for any necessary transfer of funds resulting from student
enrol I ments, transfers or term nations which occur after a
school year has commenced.

Section 8  Crimnal penalty.

Any person who knowi ngly uses a choice grant with intent to

defraud the Conmonwealth conmits a felony of the third degree.

Section 9. Directory.

19910H0981B1108 - 4 -



The departnent shall publish annually a directory of schools
that participate in the choice grant program and the educati onal
prograns offered by each school. Home education prograns shal
not be included in the directory.

Section 10. Repeals.

Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are

inconsistent with this act.

Section 11. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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