PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 360 PRINTER S NO. 1632

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 344 55

| NTRODUCED BY PI STELLA, FAJT, PETRONE, M CHLOVIC, TRELLQ
MURPHY, COWELL, CESSAR, G G.IOITI, | TKIN AND OLASZ,
FEBRUARY 6, 1991

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
MAY 14, 1991
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), entitled "An
act providing for the admnistration of a statew de system of
vital statistics; prescribing the functions of the State
Department of Health, the State Advisory Health Board and
| ocal registrars; inmposing duties upon coroners,
prot honotaries, clerks of orphans' court, physicians,

m dwi ves and ot her persons; requiring reports and
certificates for the registration of vital statistics;

regul ating the disposition of dead bodies; limting the

di scl osure of records; prescribing the sufficiency of vital
statistics records as evidence; prescribing fees and
penal ti es; and revising and consolidating the laws rel ating
thereto,” further providing for LOCAL REG STRARS
COVPENSATI ON, FOR the nedical certification for death
certificates and for referrals to coroners.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 105 of the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304,
No. 66), known as the Vital Statistics Law of 1953, is anended by
addi ng a clause to read:

Section 105. Ceneral Provisions: Definitions.--As used in

this act--

* * %
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(9) "Imediate famly nenber" neans grandparents, parents,

si blings, grandchildren, spouses and chil dren.

SECTION 2. SECTI ON 304 OF THE ACT, AMENDED JUNE 24, 1970
(P.L.440, NO 149), |I'S AMENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 304. REGQ STRATION DI STRI CTS: LOCAL REG STRARS
COVPENSATI ON. - - (A) EACH LOCAL REG STRAR SHALL BE PAID A FEE OF
ONE DOLLAR ($1) FOR EACH CERTI FI CATE TRANSM TTED | N ACCORDANCE
WTH THE PROVISIONS OF THI S ACT OR FOR EACH REPCRT OF NO
CERTI FI CATES FI LED DURI NG ANY CALENDAR MONTH. [ THE ADVI SORY
HEALTH BOARD, BY REGULATI ON, MAY ESTABLI SH AND FROM TI ME TO TI ME
REVI SE, MAXI MUM LI M TS UPON THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF FEES TO BE
PAI D ANY LOCAL REG STRARS DURI NG A G VEN PERI OD.] THE FEES
PRESCRI BED BY TH S SECTI ON SHALL BE PAI D BY THE COMVONVWEALTH
FROM FUNDS APPROPRI ATED TO THE DEPARTMENT.

(B) LOCAL REG STRARS SHALL | SSUE CERTI FI CATES OF DEATH FROM

ORI G NAL CERTI FI CATES OF DEATH I N THEI R POSSESSI ON UPON

COVPLETI ON OF A PERI GD OF | NSTRUCTI ON ON THE PREPARATI ON OF

CERTI FI CATES BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE DI VI SI ON OF VI TAL

RECORDS. FOR EACH CERTI FI CATE | SSUED, THE LOCAL REG STRAR SHALL

RECEI VE A FEE OF TWO DOLLARS ($2).

(6 A LOCAL REGQ STRAR MAY NOT RECEI VE AN AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF

FEES | N EXCESS OF THI RTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($30,000) I N ANY ONE

CALENDAR YEAR.

(D) ANY REGULATI ON | NCONSI STENT W TH OR CONTRARY TO THE

PROVISIONS OF THI S SECTION | S SUPERSEDED.

Section 2 3. Sections 502 and 503 of the act, anmended
Novenber 21, 1967 (P.L.516, No.250), are anended to read:

Section 502. Death and Fetal Death Registration: Information
for Certificates.--In preparing a certificate of death or fetal

death, the person in charge of internent or of renoval of a dead
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body or fetal remains fromthe registration district shal

obtain the required information. The foll ow ng persons shal

supply the information certified by their respective signatures:
(1) Personal information concerning the deceased or the

fetal death shall be supplied by the person best acquainted with

t he facts.

(2) [The] Subject to the Iimtation contained in clause (3),

the nmedical certification, except in the event of a referral to
t he coroner pursuant to section five hundred three of this act,
shall be supplied (i) in the case of a death, by the physician
or (ii) dentist who is a staff nmenber of an approved hospital
who attended the deceased during the last illness, provided the
death occurs in the hospital and the deceased had been admtted
on the dental service, and (iii) in the case of a fetal death,
by the attendi ng physician.

(3) In all cases where the physician or dentist who woul d

ot herwi se supply the nedical certification is a nenber of the

iMmediate fam |y of the deceased, the case shall be referred to

anot her physici an or denti st who qualifies under clause (2) for

a nedical certification. In the event a qualified alternate

physi ci an or dentist is unavailable or unwilling to provide the

medi cal certification required by | aw, the case shall be

referred to the coroner of the county wherein the death occurred

or to a coroner of an adjacent county. In no event shall a

coroner sign a certificate of death or fetal death for a

deceased who was a nenber of his imediate fam|ly.

Section 503. Death and Fetal Death Registration: Coroner
Referral s.--The |l ocal registrar or person in charge of internent
or other person having know edge of the death or fetal death

shall refer to the coroner the follow ng cases: (1) where no
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physi cian or dentist who is a staff nenber of an approved
hospital was in attendance during the last illness of the
deceased or in the case of a fetal death where there was no
attendi ng physician, or (2) where the physician or dentist who
is a staff nmenber of an approved hospital in attendance during
the last illness of the deceased or the attending physician in
the case of a fetal death is physically unable to supply the
necessary data, or (3) where the circunstances suggest that the
deat h was sudden or violent or suspicious in nature or was the

result of other than natural causes, or (4) where the physician,

denti st or coroner who provided or would provide the nedi cal

certification is a nenber of the immediate famly of the

deceased. In every instance of a referral under this section,
t he coroner shall make an i medi ate investigation and shal
supply the necessary data, including the nedical certification

of the death or fetal death. In no event shall a coroner sign a

certificate of death or fetal death for a deceased who was a

menber of his imedi ate fani|ly.

SECTION 4. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG A SECTI ON TO READ:
SECTI ON 507. DEATH AND FETAL DEATH REG STRATI ONS:

PRONOUNCEMENT OF DEATH BY A REG STERED NURSE. --(A) REQ STERED

NURSES LI CENSED UNDER THE ACT OF MAY 22, 1951 (P.L.317, NO. 69),

KNOWN AS "THE PROFESSI ONAL _NURSI NG LAW" VWHO, _AS PART OF THEIR

EMPLOYMENT, ARE I NVOLVED IN DI RECT CARE OF A PATIENT SHALL HAVE

THE AUTHORI TY TO PRONOUNCE DEATH AS DETERM NED UNDER THE ACT OF

DECEMBER 17, 1982 (P.L.1401, NO 323), KNOM AS THE "UNI FORM

DETERM NATI ON OF DEATH ACT," UNDER THE FOLLOW NG Cl RCUMSTANCES:

(1) INTHE CASE OF DEATH FROM NATURAL CAUSES THAT OCCURS I N

THE HOVE OR PLACE OF RESI DENCE OF A PATIENT VWHO | S UNDER THE

CARE OF A PHYSI CI AN VWHEN THE PHYSICIAN | S UNABLE TO BE PRESENT
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WTH N A REASONABLE PERI OD OF TI ME TO CERTIFY THE CAUSE OF

(2) INTHE CASE OF DEATH FROM NATURAL CAUSES THAT OCCURS I N

A LI CENSED LONG TERM CARE FACILITY PROVI DI NG NURSI NG CARE TO TWO

OR MORE PATI ENTS, UNRELATED TO THE NURSI NG HOVE ADM NI STRATOR,

FOR A PERI OD EXCEEDI NG TVEENTY- FOUR (24) HOURS WHEN THE ATTENDI NG

PHYSI CI AN IS UNABLE TO BE PRESENT W THI N A REASONABLE PERI CD OF

TIME TO CERTIFY THE CAUSE OF DEATH.

(B) REGQ STERED NURSES SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORI TY TO RELEASE

THE BODY OF THE DECEASED TO A FUNERAL DI RECTOR AFTER NOTI CE HAS

BEEN G VEN TO THE ATTENDI NG PHYSI Cl AN, WHEN THE DECEASED HAS AN

ATTENDI NG PHYSI CI AN, AND TO A FAM LY NMEMBER.

(€ THE AUTHORITY PROVIDED UNDER THI S ACT SHALL BE LIM TED

TO CURRENTLY PRACTI CI NG REG STERED NURSES:

(1) EMPLOYED I N HOVE HEALTH CARE THROUGH A HOVE HEALTH CARE

(2)  EMPLOYED OR I NVOLVED I N HOSPI CE CARE.

(3) EMPLOYED IN A LONG TERM CARE FACILITY.

(D) IF CI RCUMSTANCES SURROUNDI NG THE NATURE OF DEATH ARE_NOT

ANTI Cl PATED AND REQUI RE A CORONER S | NVESTI GATI ON, _ THE

REG STERED NURSE SHALL NOTI FY THE COUNTY CORONER, AND THE

AUTHORI TY TO RELEASE THE BODY OF THE DECEASED TO THE FUNERAL

DI RECTOR SHALL BE THAT OF THE CORONER.

(E) TH' S SECTI ON PROVI DES FOR THE PRONOUNCEMENT OF DEATH BY

REG STERED NURSES | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE " UNI FORM DETERM NATI ON

OF DEATH ACT," BUT I N NO WAY AUTHORI ZES A NURSE TO DETERM NE THE

CAUSE _OF DEATH. THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR DETERM NI NG THE CAUSE OF

DEATH REMAINS W TH THE PHYSI Cl AN OR THE CORONER AS PROVI DED

UNDER THI S ACT.

(F) (1) REG STERED NURSES AND EMPLOYI NG AGENCI ES OF
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REG STERED NURSES ACTING IN GOOD FAITH AND I N COVPLI ANCE W TH

THE GUIDELI NES ESTABLI SHED BY TH S ACT AND THE STATE BOARD OF

NURSI NG SHALL BE | MMUNE FROM LIABILITY CLAI MS BY REASON OF

PRONGUNCI NG DEATH.

(2)  NOTHI NG CONTAINED IN THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE DEEMED TO

| MPOSE ANY OBL| GATI ON UPON A REGQ STERED NURSE TO CARRY OQUT THE

FUNCTI ON AUTHORI ZED BY THI S ACT.

(3) NOTHING IN THI'S SECTION IS I NTENDED TO RELI EVE A
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Section 3 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

L19L35JLW 19910H0344B1632 - 6 -



