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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 324 5

| NTRODUCED BY | TKIN, PETRONE, J. L. WRI GHT, KAI SER, ANGSTADT,
G Gl OrTl, CALTAG RONE, TRICH, CARLSON, MAI NE, PI STELLA,
NAHI LL, HERMAN, TRELLO RYBAK, COWELL, EVANS, JACKSON,
GODSHALL, WOGAN, MRKONI C, DALEY, MCALL, STISH, MELIQ FOX|
DI STLER, LAUGHLI N, KENNEY, RAYMOND, DI ETTERI CK, WOZN AK,
PESCI, VEON, JOHNSON, FARMER, PRESTQON, MORRI' S, BLAUM DelLUCA
O BRI EN, HASAY, THOVAS, SEMVEL, KONDRI CH, JOSEPHS, MAYERN K
W LLI AM5, HESS, MJRPHY, FREENMAN, MHALE, BURD, BILLOW
STABACK, E. Z. TAYLOR, BATTI STO, TELEK, BUNT, HALUSKA,
PETRARCA, M COZZI E AND BELARDI, MAY 21, 1990

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, MAY 21, 1990
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON

Est abl i shing an optical programto assist the elderly as a

| egislative priority, to be created and funded as soon as

State Lottery Fund noneys are sufficient to allow for

paynents for the program and recomendi ng that the

Department of Aging adm ni ster the program

WHEREAS, Approximately 19,500 elderly residents in this
Commonweal th are blind, constituting 61% of the total blind
popul ati on; and

WHEREAS, It is estimated that an additional 139,000 elderly
resi dents have severe vision problens, constituting 86% of
residents with these probl ens; and

WHEREAS, Routine eye exam nations can provide early detection
and possi bl e prevention of blindness and serious vision

probl ens, including cataracts and gl aucoma; and

WHEREAS, Routine eye exam nations can detect not only optical
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probl enms but al so hypertension, brain tunors, arteriosclerosis,
di abet es and ot her system c di seases; and

WHEREAS, These system c di seases, if undetected and
untreated, can beconme nore serious and even |ife threatening;
and

WHEREAS, In the long run, early detection of both optical and
system c di seases detected through eye exam nations cannot only
protect the health of the individual but can also be an
i nportant factor in health care cost containnent; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vania has conmitted use of the State Lottery
Fund to assist the needs of its 800,000 incone-eligible senior
citizens; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
establish as a legislative priority an optical programto assi st
the elderly, to be created by the | egislature and funded under
the State Lottery Fund when the fund reaches a point of
stability which permts access to funds for new senior citizen
assi stance progranms; and be it further

RESCLVED, That when the optical programto assist the elderly
is created, it be adm nistered by the Departnent of Aging, and
that the departnment establish regulations providing for
reasonabl e rei nbursenent for eye exam nations which are
conducted and allowed at |east biennially, for limts on
eligibility based on annual inconme which are comensurate with
limts for other senior citizen assistance prograns, and for a

copaynent | evel and procedure.
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