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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 295 5

| NTRODUCED BY McNALLY, TRELLO G GIOITI, KAISER, M CHLOVI C,
KUKOVI CH, PI STELLA, MJRPHY, COWNELL, PETRONE AND McHALE,
APRIL 4, 1990

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, APRIL 4, 1990
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A RESOLUTI ON

Commendi ng the Mobay Corporation for its refusal to supply

chem cal s which nay be used in chem cal warfare, based upon a

socially responsi bl e corporate policy.

WHEREAS, Chemical warfare is one of the nost despicable forns
of warfare; and

VWHEREAS, The world w tnessed the hideous effects of chem cal
warfare in Wrld War |, beginning with the use of chlorine gas
near Ypres, France, on April 22, 1915, which accounted for 1.3
mllion casualties by the end of the war; and

VWHEREAS, Civilized societies have found chem cal warfare so
repugnant that chem cal weapons have been nade illegal by the
1925 Geneva Convention; and

WHEREAS, The Mbay Corporation, based in Pittsburgh, is a
manuf act urer of thionyl chloride, which nay be used as an
i ngredi ent of chem cal weapons; and

WHEREAS, The United States Departnent of Defense has demanded
t hat the Mobay Corporation supply thionyl chloride for the

provi sion of an arsenal of chem cal weapons; and
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WHEREAS, The Mbay Corporation has refused to supply thionyl
chl oride for such a purpose, based upon a socially responsible
corporate policy to refrain fromengaging in the manufacture or
supply of illegal chenm cal weapons; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives conmend the Mobay
Corporation for its courageous and principled stand in this
matter; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives endorse the
practice of adoption of corporate policies to refrain from
busi ness practices which have a del eterious effect upon society,
even t hough such practices nay be profitable and | egal; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives nenorialize
Congress to amend applicable statutes to permt conpanies to
refuse, as a matter of conscience, to supply material for
chem cal weapons; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be delivered to the
Mobay Corporation, the United States Secretary of Defense and to

each nenber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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