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A RESOLUTI ON
Providing for the appointnment of a select conmttee to study the
need and availability of funding for domestic violence and

rape crisis services in this Conmonweal t h.

WHEREAS, | ncidents of donestic violence and sexual violence
are not confined to any group or groups of people, but cross al
age, racial, econom cal, geographical, famly structural, gender
and social barriers; and

WHEREAS, It is estimated that each year in Pennsylvania over
800, 000 househol ds experi ence donestic violence; and that,
during the course of their lifetime, approximately 1,107,395
Pennsyl vani a wonen, children and nen will be victins of sexual
assaul t; and

WHEREAS, As a result of the General Assenbly's 1988

anmendnents to the Protection From Abuse Act, Statew de service
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providers for victinms of donestic violence have experienced a
dramatic increase in requests for services fromdonestic
vi ol ence victins seeking protection orders and in the nunber of
hours devoted to providing these services; and

WHEREAS, From fiscal year 1980-1981 through fiscal year 1987-
1988, the nunber of recipients of donmestic violence counseling
services and shelter services increased 457.88% and 546. 54%
respectively, while State funding for prograns providing the
services has increased only 189. 14% and

WHEREAS, The nunber of adult victins and child victins served
by rape crisis centers fromfiscal year 1984-1985 through fi scal
year 1987-1988 increased 129% and 109% respectively, while
State funding for rape crisis services has increased only 57.8%
and

WHEREAS, It is essential that the current |evel of services
provi ded by donestic violence prograns and rape crisis centers
be mai ntained or increased as a result of the rising nunbers of
domestic viol ence and sexual assault incidents in Pennsylvani a;
and

WHEREAS, It is inportant that, in addition to providing
services to victins of sexual and donmestic violence, rape crisis
centers and donestic violence prograns continue to offer State-
required prevention education prograns to schools and
conmuni ti es; and

WHEREAS, It is in the public interest of this Comonwealth to
provi de adequate financial assistance for domestic violence
centers and rape crisis services for the operation of their
respective prograns due to the increasing nunber of incidents of
donestic viol ence and sexual violence; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Speaker of the House of Representatives
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1 appoint a select conmttee of nine nenbers, five fromthe

2 mjority party and four fromthe mnority party, to study the

3 need and availability of funding for domestic violence and rape
4 crisis services; and be it further

5 RESCLVED, That, in carrying out its duties, the select

6 conmittee may exercise all powers permtted to be exercised by
7 standing conmittees as provided for the in the Rules of the

8 House of Representatives; and be it further

9 RESCLVED, That the select commttee may hol d hearings, take
10 testinony and make its investigations at such places as it deens
11 necessary in this Conmonweal th. Each nmenber of the sel ect

12 commttee shall have power to adm nister oaths and affirmations
13 to witnesses appearing before the select commttee; and be it
14 further

15 RESCLVED, That the select commttee make a report of its

16 findings and recommendati ons to the House of Representatives

17 wthin a period of six nonths.
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