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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 188 s

| NTRODUCED BY BOYES, DOVBROWSKI, CAPPABI ANCA, SCRI MENTI, MERRY
ROBBI NS AND FARGO, SEPTEMBER 26, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, SEPTEMBER 26, 1989
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON
Directing the Joint Legislative Air and Water Pol |l ution Control
and Conservation Comrittee to conduct a full and conplete
investigation into the cause of the excessive bacteria counts
at Presque Isle State Park.

WHEREAS, Hi gh bacteria counts from Lake Erie have forced the
cl osing of the beaches at Presque Isle State Park on a record
nunber of occasions during the summer of 1989, as well as in
prior years; and

WHEREAS, Presque Isle State Park contains uni que
characteristics which qualify it as a site of special ecol ogical
i nterest and inportance; and

WHEREAS, Presque Isle State Park has been an inportant source
of recreational pleasure for many Erie County and ot her
Conmmonweal th residents; and

WHEREAS, Presque Isle State Park has nade a val uabl e
contribution to the Erie and the Commonweal th econony because of

its national standing as a major tourist attraction; and

WHEREAS, Presque Isle State Park is an inportant conponent of
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t he Commonweal th park system which ranks No. 1 in attendance
anong all state parks; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Environnmental Resources and the
Erie County Health Departnment have yet to identify the source of
this bacterial contam nation; and

WHEREAS, A continuing failure to diagnose and to correct the
probl ens causi ng the excessive bacteria counts could have a
har nful environnmental inpact on the ecol ogy of Presque Isle
State Park, could adversely affect the health of persons who
utilize park water, could result in many additional beach
closings and could lead to substantial, if not drastic, declines
in park attendance with adverse economn c and recreational
consequences for the Erie area and for the Comonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
direct the Joint Legislative Air and Water Pol lution Control and
Conservation Commttee to conduct a full and conplete
investigation into the cause of the excessive bacteria counts at
Presque Isle State Park; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the committee hold hearings, including not
| ess than one public hearing in Erie County, take testinony and
make its investigations and studies at such places as it deens
necessary. Each nenber of the commttee shall have power to
adm ni ster oaths and affirmations to wi tnesses appearing before
the conmttee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Joint Legislative Air and Water Pol |l ution
Control and Conservation Conmittee report its findings to the
CGeneral Assenbly, together with its reconmendati ons for renedial

| egi sl ati on and ot her appropriate action, as soon as possi bl e.
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