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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 73 5

I NTRODUCED BY GODSHALL AND FREEMAN, APRIL 10, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, APRIL 10, 1989
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A RESCLUTI ON

Requesting the State of New Jersey to cease and desist from
enforcing certain boating |laws on the Del aware River.

WHEREAS, The Del aware River fornms the boundary between the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania and the State of New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, In 1783, the State of New Jersey entered into a
sol etm conpact with the Comonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a for
settling jurisdiction over the Delaware R ver and the islands
wi thin the sanme; and

WHEREAS, The 1783 Conpact decl ares that the Del aware River,

"in the whole length and breadth thereof, is and shall continue

to be and remain a conmon hi ghway, equally free and open for the

use, benefit and advantage" of Pennsylvania and New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, The State of New Jersey has for nany years required

operators of power boats on the nontidal waters of New Jersey to

have boat operators' |icenses; and

WHEREAS, In 1988, the State of New Jersey enacted | egislation

requiring young people, 13 to 16 years of age, to conplete a
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mandat ory boat safety education course and present certification
of conpletion of this course to operate a power boat on the
nonti dal waters of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, Under Pennsylvani a | aw, Pennsyl vani ans have the
license and privil ege of operating power boats on the waters of
this Commonweal th, including boundary waters, wthout being
required to conply with any adm nistrative requirenments for
pur chase and possession of a boating |license; and

WHEREAS, New Jersey has declared its intention to enforce its
boating license and nandatory boating education requirenents
agai nst residents of Pennsyl vania who boat on the Del aware Ri ver
and to require Pennsyl vanians to purchase a New Jersey boati ng
license to boat on the Del aware River; and

WHEREAS, New Jersey's actions violate the sol enm conpact
bet ween our two states and infringe on the privileges and
immunities of citizens of the United States and Pennsylvania to
use the interstate, federally navi gabl e waterway, known as the
Del aware River; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania strongly urge the State of New
Jersey to forthwith cease and desist violating the rights of
Pennsyl vani ans by attenpting to enforce its boating |icense and
education requi renments agai nst Pennsyl vani ans who boat on the
Del aware River; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the Governor
and the Attorney Ceneral to take all necessary and appropriate
action to encourage the State of New Jersey to forthwith cease
and desist its inproper attenpt to enforce its boating |license
and education requirenents agai nst Pennsyl vani ans who exerci se

their right to freely boat on the whole | ength and breadth of
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1 the Delaware R ver.
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