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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 43 5

I NTRODUCED BY STUBAN, KUKOVI CH, MARKOSEK, FAI RCH LD, MCALL,
TI GUE, COVNELL, MELI O BOYES, FOX, ROBI NSON, BLAUM BATTI STO
BELARDI, TRELLO, RUDY, BELFANTI, HALUSKA, ANGSTADT, STABACK
GElI ST, G @I O0ITlI, ARGALL, MORRIS, WESTON, FREEMAN, DALEY,
HASAY, DI ETTERI CK, JOHNSON, PETRARCA, HERMAN, RI TTER, BUNT,
KGSI NSKI, I TKIN, BlILLON HUGHES, RI CHARDSON, RYBAK, LAUGHLI N
HESS, MAI NE, KASUNI C, PI STELLA, EVANS, VEON, LI NTON,
KONDRI CH, BURD, BI SHOP, MARSI CO E. Z. TAYLOR AND COLAI ZZQ
MARCH 14, 1989

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
OCTOBER 10, 1989
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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorial i zing Congress to take action on the issue of child care
in the United States and to enact |egislation to provide
funding and guidelines to help ensure that all parents whe
i FA— - have access to high
quality and affordable child care.

WHEREAS, Fifty percent of all nothers with preschool -age
children, 9.5 mllion wonmen, and 71% of enployed nothers with
chil dren under 18 years of age are in the work force; and

WHEREAS, Nearly three-fourths of the parents of school -age
children work outside the home and often cannot find safe,
supportive and affordable child care for their school -age
children before and after school hours; and

WHEREAS, The nunber of nothers working for econom c reasons

to help support their famlies continues to rise; and

WHEREAS, By 1995, nore than three-fourths of all school -age

<—



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

children, or 35 mllion children, and two-thirds of al
preschool -age children, or 15 mllion children, will have
not hers in the work force; and

WHEREAS, Nunerous studi es have shown that problens or
concerns with child-care arrangenents adversely affect the
productivity of working parents, increase absenteei smand cause
enpl oyees to give up pronotions and advancenents; and

VHEREAS, There is a well-docunented |ink between the
avai lability of affordable child care and the ability of | ow
i ncome parents to work; and

WHEREAS, Studies and pilot projects have shown that chil d-
care prograns provided during job training, job search and
enpl oynment periods have been successful initiatives helping to
end dependence on wel fare; and

WHEREAS, Early chil dhood devel opnent experts have identified
the years frombirth to age six as critical in a childs
devel opnment and have enphasi zed that child care for this age
group nust be consistent and of high quality for the child to
benefit fromit; and

WHEREAS, Child devel opnent experts believe that child care
for all children, REGARDLESS CF THEI R ECONOM C STATUS, should be <—
considered an early investnent in the econom c future of our
Nat i on; and

WHEREAS, Conprehensive early chil dhood devel opnent prograns
for lowincone children, such as Head Start, have had a positive
i npact on the lives of young children and their famlies; and

WHEREAS, Head Start now reaches only 16% of the nore than 2.5
mllion disadvantaged children who need its services, and
hundreds of thousands of youngsters are on waiting lists for the

program and
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WHEREAS, In order to achieve high quality prograns, funding
nmust be available for child-care progranms to address such
factors as programcurriculum staff qualifications, training
and education, parent involvenent, staff-to-child ratios and
nutrition and safety; and

WHEREAS, Despite their higher |evels of education, child-care
wor kers are anong the | owest paid professionals anrdarepaid <—
less—per—hour—than—zookeepers—bhartenders—and—parking—tot—and

amdserent—park—attendants—and W TH CURRENT SALARI ES AVERAG NG <—
$4 TO $5 PER HOUR AND OFTEN W THOUT BENEFI TS; AND

VWHEREAS, The |low salaries in the child-care field make it
difficult to attract and retain staff and have resulted in an
annual turnover rate of about 45% which negatively affects the
quality of child care; and

WHEREAS, Child day care for vul nerabl e groups, such as
handi capped children, children at risk of abuse or neglect and
children of teenage parents nmust be part of any plan to inprove
the availability of child-care services; and

WHEREAS, AlIl |evels of government, conmunity organizations,
private enployers and parents nmust share in the responsibility
to provide high quality day care; and

VHEREAS, Nunerous bills have been introduced in the 100th
Congress to address both child-care needs and an over al
national child-care policy,—+netudingthe-Act—For Better—Chitd <—
Care; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania nmenorialize the Congress of the
United States to support and act on Congressional initiatives
t hat address the Nation's child-care needs AND THEREBY ENSURE <—
THAT PARENTS HAVE THE FREEDOM TO CHOOSE THE TYPE OF CHI LD CARE

19890H0043R2543 - 3 -



MOST APPROPRI ATE TO THEI R NEEDS AND THAT STATES ARE PROVI DED THE
RESOURCES NECESSARY TO FULFI LL THEI R RESPONSI Bl LI TY TO ADOPT
STANDARDS VWHI CH W LL ENSURE SAFETY AND QUALI TY OF CARE; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the presiding officers of each house of Congress, to each nenber

of Congress from Pennsyl vania and to the President of the United
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