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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2441 =5

| NTRODUCED BY GANNON, ADOLPH, MAYERN K, DURHAM PERZEL,
R C. WRIGHT, FLICK, CIVERA, FREIND, BOYES, ANGSTADT,
KONDRI CH, FARMER, LANGIRY, CGRUPPO, VAN HORNE, MNALLY, DeLUCA
AND SERAFI NI, APRIL 4, 1990

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, APRIL 4, 1990
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of May 25, 1945 (P.L.1050, No.394), entitled

"An act relating to the collection of taxes |evied by

counties, county institution districts, cities of the third

cl ass, boroughs, towns, townships, certain school districts
and vocational school districts; conferring powers and

i mposing duties on tax collectors, courts and vari ous

of ficers of said political subdivisions; and prescribing

penalties,” providing for a Third-Party Tax Notification

Servi ce Program

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 6 of the act of My 25, 1945 (P.L. 1050,
No. 394), known as the Local Tax Coll ection Law, anmended February
10, 1970 (P.L.8, No.7), is anended to read:

Section 6. Notices of Taxes.--(a) Wen any duplicate of
t axes assessed is issued and delivered by any taxing district to
the tax collector, he shall within thirty days after receiving
the tax duplicate, unless such tinme shall be extended by the
taxing district, notify every taxable whose nanme appears on such

dupl i cate: Provided, however, That a tax notice shall be sent to
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every taxabl e whose nanme appears on the duplicate not |ater than
the first day of July follow ng receipt of the tax duplicate.
Such notice shall contain--(1) the date of the tax notice; (2)
the rate or rates of taxation; (3) the valuation and
identification of the real property of such taxpayer; (4) the
occupation val uation of such taxpayer, if any; (5) the several
anounts of real and personal property and personal taxes for

whi ch said taxpayer is liable for the current year; (6) the
total anmount of said taxes; (7) a statenent that such taxes are
due and payable; and (8) a request for paynment thereof. A
separate notice shall be issued for each parcel of real property
of a taxable. Personal property and personal taxes may be

i ncl uded on any one of such tax notices. Such notice shal

further designate a place and tine where the taxes shall be paid

and state the tine during which an abatenent of tax will be
al  oned, when full anpbunt of tax will be collected, and when an
addi tional percentage will be added as a penalty. Such notice

shall be mailed or delivered to the | ast known post office
address of each of said taxables. Any such notice may include
information as to taxes levied by two or nore taxing districts.

(b) The Departnent of Community Affairs shall prepare a
uniformformof tax notice and supply speci men copies thereof to
the county comm ssioners of the several counties for
distribution to tax collectors.

(c) In addition to such notice, the tax coll ector shal

provide, within the sane envel ope in which the notice required

under subsection (a) is sent, a formto be known as the "Third-

Party Tax Notice Card" pursuant to section 6.1.

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 6.1. Third-Party Tax Notificati on Service Program --
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(a) The Third-Party Tax Notification Service Programis hereby

established to linmt the risk of Pennsyl vania real property

owners whose real property tax paynents becone deli nquent of

havi ng such real property sold by the tax claimbureau at a real

estate tax sal e.

(b)Y Under this program it shall be the duty of the receiver

or collector of taxes to provide within the same envel ope

contai ning the notice of taxes which is sent to each property

owner as provided for in section 6, a formto be known as the

"Third-Party Tax Notice Card." On such card, which shall be

returned at the election of the real property owner to the

recei ver or collector of taxes, a real property owner nay

desi gnate at | east one individual, agent or agency to be

contacted by the tax claimbureau in the county in the case

where the real property owner fails to make full paynent on the

real property taxes prescribed in the tax notice, and where the

recei ver or collector of taxes has made a return to such bureau

for filing of a claimfor such property pursuant to section 306

of the act of July 7, 1947 (P.L.1368, No.542), known as the

"Real Estate Tax Sale Law." The card shall be in the formof a

prepai d postage parcel returnable to the receiver or coll ector

of taxes, and shall contain--(1) a description of the Third-

Party Tax Notification Service Program i ncluding, but not

limted to, the purpose of such program procedures for

conpleting and renmitting the card, the procedures by whi ch the

desi gnated party will be contacted, notice that a third-party
desi gnee shall incur no liability to pay any deli nquent real
property taxes, and notice that all infornation placed on the

card by the real property owner shall remnin confidential; (2)

space for the nane of the designee; (3) space for the per nanent
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address of the designee; (4) space for the hone and work

t el ephone nunbers of the designee; (5) space for the nane of the

real property owner; (6) space for the address at which the real

property owner resides; and (7) space for the date.

(c) Any real property owner shall only be required to remt

such a card on one occasion, but nmay, at any tine, designate a

new third-party contact. The recei ver or coll ector of taxes

shal |l keep pernmanent record of all third-party tax notification

cards received and utilize such cards in any subsequent tax

vear. The card shall be kept on file until such tine that the

real property owner indicates withdrawal fromthe program

(d) Upon the effective date of this section in any taxing

district, the receiver or collector of taxes shall send notice

of the programto the mayor of any borough, the nunici pal

secretary or clerk in any townshi p, borough or town in the

county, and the agency on aging within such county. The notice

shall contain--(1) informati on descri bing the programand its

procedures of adm nistration; and (2) a statenent that each w ||

receive a duplicate notice sent to an individual, agent or

agency designated on a Third-Party Tax Notification Card by the

bureau for clains for which the bureau has recei ved such card.

(e) At such tine that the receiver or coll ector of taxes

makes a return to the bureau for taxes of a real property owner

as provided for by the "Real Estate Tax Sale Law," from whom a

Third-Party Tax Notice Card has been received, the receiver or

coll ector of taxes shall send a duplicate of such card with the

return.

(f) The cost of producing the card in the nmanner prescribed

by this section shall be paid by the taxing district.

Section 3. This act shall take effect January 1, 1991.
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