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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
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| NTRODUCED BY NOYE, MRKONI C, ALLEN, BILLON JACKSON, HERMAN,
D ETTERI CK, NAILOR, CIVERA, PITTS, MORRI S, SCHEETZ, CLYMER
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REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 26, 1990
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 16, 1968 (P.L.351, No.173), entitled,
as anmended, "An act authorizing the establishnent of prisoner
pre-rel ease centers and rel ease plans under the jurisdiction
of the Departnent of Justice and defining its powers and
duties,” further providing for mandatory m ni num sent ences;
and maki ng editorial changes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2 of the act of July 16, 1968 (P.L.351,
No.173), referred to as the Prisoner Pre-rel ease Plan Law,
anended Decenber 27, 1974 (P.L.993, No.325), is anended to read:

Section 2. Release Plan for Prison Inmates.--(a) The

[ Commi ssi oner of Correction] Secretary of Corrections may

transfer any person incarcerated in any pre-release center or in
any pre-rel ease center located in any State or Regi onal Penal or
Correctional Institution under the supervision of the [Bureau of

Correction] Departnent of Corrections who has not been sentenced

to death or life inprisonment, to any pre-rel ease center under

t he supervision of the Department of Justice.
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(b) Any person transferred to and confined in a pre-rel ease
center may be released therefromtenporarily with or w thout
di rect supervision at the discretion of the [Bureau of

Correction] Departnent of Corrections in accordance with rules

and regul ations as provided in section 3 of this act, for the
pur poses of gainful enploynment, vocational or technical

trai ni ng, academ c education and such other |awful purposes as

t he [bureau] departnent shall consider necessary and appropriate
for the furtherance of the inmate's individual pre-rel ease
program subj ect to conpliance with subsection (c) of this

secti on.

(c) (1) A person who has not served his m nimum sentence
shall not be transferred to a pre-release center unless (i) nore
than twenty days have el apsed after witten notice of the
proposed transfer, describing the person's individual pre-
rel ease program has been received by the sentencing judge or in
the event he is unavailable, the sentencing court and the
prosecuting district attorney's office and no witten objection
by the judge containing the reason therefor has been received by
the [bureau] departnent; or (ii) the judge withdraws his
objection after consultation with representati ves of the
[ bureau] departnent; or (iii) approval of the proposed transfer
is given by the Board of Pardons.

(2) In the event of a tinely objection by the judge,
representatives of the [bureau] departnent shall neet with the

judge and attenpt to resolve the disagreenment. If, within twenty

days of the [bureau' s] departnent's receipt of the objection,

t he judge does not wi thdraw his objection, or the [bureau]

departnment does not withdraw its proposal for transfer, or the

19900H2388B3247 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N N R R R R R R R R R
= O © 0o ~N o oo b W N == O

proposal for transfer, the matter shall be listed for hearing at
t he next session of the Board of Pardons to be held in the
hearing district in which the judge is |ocated. During the
heari ng before the Board of Pardons, representatives of the
judge, the [bureau] departnent, the district attorney of the
county where the individual was prosecuted and any victim

i nvol ved shall have the opportunity to be heard.

(3) A person who has served his m ninum sentence nmay be

rel eased by the [Bureau of Correction] Departnent of Corrections

only after notice to the judge that the privilege is being
gr ant ed.

(4) Notice of the release of each person shall be given to
the State Police, the probation officer and the sheriff or chief
of police of the county, and the chief of police of the
muni ci pality or township of the locality to which the individual
is assigned or of his authorized destination.

(d) Notwi thstandi ng any provision of this or any other act

to the contrary, any person serving a n ni mum nandatory sentence

as required by law shall not be eliqgible for participation in

any type of rel ease plan or program established under this act.

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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