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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1665 %"

| NTRODUCED BY PI STELLA, RITTER, SEMVEL, MORRI S, RYBAK
VAN HORNE, MRKONI C, LEVDANSKY, KUKOVICH, d GLIOITl, STABACK,
Cl VERA, BUNT, ROBI NSON, GANNCN, COHEN, VEON, BELARDI, MELIQ
M CHLOVI C, TRELLO, BATTISTO, | TKIN, KASUNI C, BELFANTI,
JOHNSON AND BI SHOP, JUNE 7, 1989

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 17, 1989
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), entitled "An
act providing for the admnistration of a statew de system of
vital statistics; prescribing the functions of the State
Department of Health, the State Advisory Health Board and
| ocal registrars; inmposing duties upon coroners,
prot honot aries, clerks of orphans' court, physicians,

m dwi ves and ot her persons; requiring reports and
certificates for the registration of vital statistics;

regul ating the disposition of dead bodies; limting the

di scl osure of records; prescribing the sufficiency of vital
statistics records as evidence; prescribing fees and

penal ti es; and revising and consolidating the laws rel ating
thereto,” requiring Social Security nunbers of parents on
birth certificates; AND PROVI DI NG FOR M SSI NG CHI LDREN

REG STRATI ON.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 401 of the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304,
No. 66), known as the Vital Statistics Law of 1953, is anended to
read:

Section 401. Birth Registration: General Provisions.--A

certificate of each birth occurring in this Cormmonweal th shall
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be filed with the local registrar of the district in which the
birth occurs within a period prescribed by regul ati ons of the
Advi sory Health Board. The certificate shall be prepared, signed
and filed by the attendi ng physician or licensed mdw fe, except
that when there is no attendi ng physician or |icensed mdwfe
the certificate shall be prepared, signed and filed (1) by the
father, or (2) in the event of his death, disability or absence,
by the nother, or (3) in the event of her death or disability,
by the househol der of the prem ses or superintendent of the
institution in which the birth occurs, or (4) in the event of

t he absence or disability of all persons heretofore naned, then
by such person acquainted with the facts as the local registrar

shal |l designate. The Social Security nunber of each parent, if

ascertai nabl e, shall be obtai ned and nai ntai ned separately by

the Departnment of Health in a fashion that pernmts routine,

screened inquiries. This information i s consi dered confidenti al,

and is to be made available only to State and Federal agencies

responsi ble for establishing or enforcing child support orders.

Section 2. Section 403 of the act, added July 3, 1957
(P.L.443, No.247), is anended to read:

Section 403. Birth Registration: Children Born in a Country
O her Than the United States.--The departnment shall, upon
request, conplete and register birth certificates for any child
born in a country other than the United States when either
parent is a citizen of the United States and a resident of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a. Such certificates shall show the
true country and date of birth, and that the certificate is not
evi dence of the United States citizenship of the registrant. For
such registration the departnent shall require proof of parental

United States citizenship and of Pennsyl vani a resi dence. The
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Soci al Security nunber of each parent, if ascertainable, is to

be recorded and mai ntained as required in section 401. Certified

copi es of such certificates shall be issued upon application and
paynent of the prescribed fee.
SECTION 3. THE ACT | S AMENDED BY ADDI NG AN ARTI CLE TO READ:
ARTICLE IV-A. M SSI NG CHI LDREN REGQ STRATI ON

SECTI ON 401-A. M SSI NG CHI LDREN REG STRATI ON:  DEFI NI TI ONS. - -

AS USED IN THI' S ACT- -

(1) "BUREAU' MEANS THE BUREAU OF VI TAL STATISTICS OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.

(2) "LOCAL REG STRAR' MEANS A LOCAL REG STRAR FOR VI TAL

STATI STI CS UNDER SECTION 302 OF TH S ACT.

(3) "M SSING CH LD' MEANS AN | NDI VI DUAL UNDER EI GHTEEN (18)

YEARS OF AGE WHO | S REPORTED TO A LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY AS

ABDUCTED, LOST, M SSI NG OR A RUNAWAY.

(4) "STATE POLICE'" MEANS THE PENNSYLVANI A STATE PQOLI CE.

SECTI ON 402-A. ~ M SSI NG CHI LDREN REG STRATI ON:  STATE

POLICE. --A PERSON, A LOCAL POLICE FORCE OR AN AGENCY OF THI' S

COMVONVEALTH OR A POLI TI CAL_SUBDI VI SI ON MAY REPORT TO THE STATE

POLI CE THAT AN | NDI VI DUAL UNDER EI GHTEEN (18) YEARS OF ACGE IS

LOST, ABDUCTED, M SSI NG OR A RUNAWAY. THE STATE POLI CE SHALL

ADOPT A STATEMENT OF POLICY SETTI NG FORTH THE CONTENT OF REPORTS

FILED UNDER THI S SECTION. W THI N FI FTEEN (15) DAYS OF RECEIPT OF

A REPORT, THE STATE POLICE SHALL COLLECT AVAI LABLE | NFORVATI ON

ON THE M SSING CH LD AND SEND COPI ES OF THE | NFORVATI ON TO THE

BUREAU AND TO THE LAST KNOWN SCHOOL VWHI CH THE M SSING CHI LD

ATTENDED. UPON RECOVERY OF A CH LD WHO WAS THE SUBJECT OF A

REPORT, THE | NVESTI GATI NG LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY SHALL NOTI FY

THE STATE POLI CE, THE BUREAU AND THE LAST KNOWN SCHOOL WHI CH THE

M SSI NG CHI LD ATTENDED.
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SECTI ON 403-A. ~ M SSI NG CHI LDREN REG STRATI ON:  NOTATI ONS_ON

Bl RTH AND SCHOOL RECORDS. - -1 F THE BUREAU RECEI VES NOTI FI CATI ON

OF AMSSING CHLD, 1T SHALL MAKE A NOTATION ON THE BI RTH

CERTI FI CATE RECORD OF THE M SSING CH LD SO THAT, IF THAT BI RTH

CERTI FI CATE | S REQUESTED, THE BUREAU W LL BE ALERTED TO THE FACT

THAT THE BI RTH CERTIFICATE 1S THAT OF A M SSING CH LD. _THE

BUREAU SHALL NOTI FY THE APPROPRI ATE LOCAL REGQ STRAR TO MAKE A

SIM LAR NOTATI ON, AND THE APPROPRI ATE LOCAL REG STRAR SHALL NAKE

A SIMLAR NOTATION. |F THE BUREAU | S NOTI FI ED OF THE RECOVERY OF

A MSSING CH LD, IT SHALL REMOVE THE NOTATI ON AND | NSTRUCT THE

APPROPRI ATE LOCAL_REGQ STRAR TO REMOVE THE NOTATI ON; AND THE

APPROPRI ATE LOCAL REGQ STRAR SHALL REMOVE THE NOTATION. IF A

SCHOOL RECEI VES NOTI FICATION OF A MSSING CH LD, IT SHALL NMAKE A

NOTATI ON ON THE SCHOOL RECORD OF THE M SSING CH LD SO THAT, | F

THAT SCHOOL RECORD IS REQUESTED, THE SCHOOL W LL BE ALERTED TO

THE FACT THAT THE SCHOOL RECORD IS THAT OF A MSSING CH LD. IF

THE SCHOOL 1S NOTIFIED OF THE RECOVERY OF A M SSING CH LD, IT

SHALL REMOVE THE NOTATI ON.

SECTI ON 404-A. M SSI NG CHI LDREN REG STRATI ON. - - REQUESTS FOR

| NFORVATI ON. - - THE BUREAU, LOCAL REGE STRARS AND SCHOOLS NMAY NOT

HONOR A REQUEST FOR | NFORVATI ON FROM A RECORD WHI CH HAS A

"M SSING CH LD' NOTATION W THOUT THE WWRI TTEN APPROVAL OF THE

| NVESTI GATI NG LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY. THE BUREAU, LOCAL

REG STRARS AND SCHOOLS MAY NOT | NFORM A PERSON OTHER THAN A

VEMBER OF A LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY THAT A RECORD HAS A "M SSI NG

CH LD' NOTATION. | F THE BUREAU, A LOCAL REG STRAR OR A SCHOCL

RECEI VES A WRI TTEN REQUEST FOR | NFORVATI ON FROM A RECORD WHI CH

HAS A "M SSING CHI LD' NOTATI ON, THE BUREAU, LOCAL REG STRAR OR

SCHOOL SHALL | MVEDI ATELY NOTI FY THE | NVESTI GATI NG LAW

ENFORCEMENT AGENCY, SHALL PROVI DE_THE | NVESTI GATI NG LAW
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ENFORCEMENT AGENCY WTH A COPY OF THE REQUEST AND SHALL FOLLOW

THE I NSTRUCTI ONS OF THE | NVESTI GATI NG LAW ENFORCEMENT ACGENCY. | F

THE BUREAU, A LOCAL REG STRAR OR A SCHOOL RECEI VES A PERSONAL

REQUEST FOR | NFORVATI ON FROM A RECORD VWHI CH HAS A "M SSI NG

CH LD' NOTATION, THE BUREAU, LOCAL REG STRAR OR SCHOOL SHALL ASK

THE REQUESTOR TO WAI'T, SHALL | MMVEDI ATELY NOTI FY THE

I NVESTI GATI NG LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY AND SHALL FOLLOW THE

I NSTRUCTI ONS OF_ THE | NVESTI GATI NG LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY. | F THE
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BUREAU, A LOCAL REG STRAR OR A SCHOOL_ RECEI VES A TELEPHONE
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REQUEST FOR | NFORVATI ON FROM A RECORD VWHI CH HAS A "M SSI NG

=
=

CH LD' NOTATION, THE BUREAU, LOCAL REGE STRAR OR SCHOOL SHALL

=
N

OBTAIN THE REQUESTOR' S NAME, ADDRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER, SOCI AL

=
w

SECURI TY NUMBER AND RELATIONSHI P TO THE M SSING CHI LD; SHALL

H
o

NOTI FY THE REQUESTOR THAT THE REQUEST W LL BE PROCESSED; SHALL

=Y
(63}

| MVEDI ATELY NOTI FY THE | NVESTI GATI NG LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY; AND

=Y
(e}

SHALL FOLLOW THE | NSTRUCTI ONS_OF THE | NVESTI GATI NG LAW

=
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ENFORCEMENT _AGENCY.
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Section 3 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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