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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1157 %%

| NTRODUCED BY KOSI NSKI, DeWEESE, KUKOVI CH, HALUSKA, TRELLQ
EVANS, M CHLOVI C, JOSEPHS, PI STELLA, ROBI NSQON, LI NTON,
HAYDEN, DALEY, CORRI GAN, W LLIAMS5, MELI O VEQON, OLASZ,
THOVAS, | TKIN AND BUSH, APRIL 12, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, APRIL 12, 1989
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AN ACT
Providing for the award of earned tinme credit to inmates for
good conduct and program participation while serving

sent ences.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Statenent of purpose.

The establishnment of a system of awarding, to i nmates serving
sentences in correctional institutions and jails, earned tine
credits on their mninmmsentences in return for good behavi or
and participation in approved prograns will provide correctional
adm nistrators and officers with an effective tool for
popul ati on managenent and control. It will also provide inmates
with an incentive to abide by the rules and regul ati ons of the
Department of Corrections or county authorities, denonstrate the
tangi bl e benefits of conpliance with societal norns, and
encourage participation in rehabilitative programm ng.

Section 2. Award of earned tine credit.
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(a) GCeneral rule.--Any inmate serving a sentence inposed by
a court in this Conmonweal th shall, upon satisfactory conpliance
with the rules and regul ations of the Departnent of Corrections
or county jail authorities or upon participation in an approved
educational, vocational, therapeutic or community service
program be awarded earned tine credit, to be deducted fromthe
m ni mum term of incarceration inposed by the court. Earned tine
credit shall be awarded in accordance with section 3.

(b) Exceptions.--Innmates sentenced for rape or involuntary
devi at e sexual intercourse under 18 Pa.C. S. 88 3121 (relating to
rape) or 3123 (relating to involuntary devi ate sexual
i ntercourse), or for manufacturing, packaging, possession wth
intent to deliver, sale, or distribution of controlled
subst ances under 18 Pa.C.S. 8 7508 (relating to drug trafficking
sentenci ng and penalties), are hereby excluded fromthe
provi sions of this act.

(c) Applicability.--Except as provided in subsection (b),
any inmate serving a sentence on or after the effective date of
this act shall be awarded earned tinme credit. Earned tinme
credits shall be prorated nonthly where applicable.

Section 3. Conputation of earned tine credit.

(a) Earned credit.--All inmates serving a sentence inposed
by a court of this Comonweal th shall be awarded five days of
earned time for each conplete cal endar nonth spent w t hout
i nfractions of guidelines or regulations established by the
Department of Corrections or by the inspectors, sheriffs or
ot her persons having charge of county jails or prisons.

(b) Extra credit.--For each nonth an inmate is enrolled in
educational, vocational, therapeutic or community service

activities not mandated by prison regulations, the inmate w |l

19890H1157B1328 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

receive an additional five days of neritorious earned tine.
Section 4. Revocation of earned time credits.

(a) dass 1 msconduct charges.--An inmate in a State
Correctional Facility who, after receiving all rights guaranteed
by Adm nistrative Directive 801 or its successors, is found
guilty of a Cass 1 msconduct shall forfeit earned tine credit
in an anount to be determ ned by prison authorities, but not to
exceed credits awarded for six nmonths of good behavior, that
bei ng 30 days. An inmate who is found guilty of a second or
subsequent Class 1 mi sconduct shall forfeit earned tinme credit
in an anount to be determ ned by prison authorities, but not to
exceed credits awarded for one year of good behavior, that being
60 days.

(b) dass 2 msconduct charges.--An inmate who, after
recei pt of all rights under Adm nistrative Directive 801 or its
successor, is found guilty of a Cass 2 m sconduct shall forfeit
earned time credit in an anmount to be determ ned by prison
authorities, but not to exceed credits awarded for two nonths of
good behavior, that being 10 days. An inmate who is found guilty
of a second or subsequent C ass 2 m sconduct shall forfeit
earned time credit in an amount to be determ ned by prison
authorities, but not to exceed credits awarded for four nonths
of good behavi or, that being 20 days.

(c) O her msconduct.--Inmates not under the jurisdiction of
Adm nistrative Directive 801 or its successor may forfeit earned
ti me awarded for good behavior in accordance with procedures
established by the inspectors, sheriffs, warden or other persons
havi ng charge of the institution in which the individual is
i ncarcerated. Under no circunstances, however, may the credit

forfeited exceed the days specified in subsections (a) and (b)
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1 for conduct corresponding to Class 1 and Class 2 m sconducts.

2 Section 5. Parole.

3 (a) Parole eligibility.--An inmate shall be eligible and

4 shall be considered for parole at the conpletion of his m ni num
5 sentence, as calculated by cunulating tinme served, including any
6 presentence credit to which the inmate is entitled, and any

7 earned tine awarded under this act.

8 (b) Parole reduction.--Inmates who are rel eased on parole

9 shall be awarded five days' credit for each cal endar nonth

10 without violations of the conditions of parole toward the

11 reduction of the termof parole, that being the maxi mumterm

12 inposed upon the parolee. Parole authorities, at their

13 discretion, may revoke any and all of the credit or tinme reduced
14 fromthe maximumtermafter a finding of violation of parole.

15 Section 6. Effective date.

16 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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