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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1122 %%

| NTRODUCED BY McVERRY, CALTAG RONE, CESSAR, BURD, S. H SM TH,
ARGALL, HERSHEY, PISTELLA, COLAlIZZO, TRELLQO, COY, TI GUE,
REBER, FAI RCH LD, MARSI CO, ROBI NSQON, DURHAM GLADECK,
PETRARCA, OLASZ, RAYMOND, G GLI OITI, SAURMAN, GODSHALL,
SCHEETZ, CIVERA, TANGRETTI, B. D. CLARK, VEQON, WOGAN,
CORNELL, CLYMER, JOHNSON, FARMER, J. TAYLOR, G SNYDER
GRUPPO, WOZNI AK, MRKONI C, HASAY, BELFANTI, BLAUM LANGIRY
SERAFI NI, FLI CK, CORRI GAN, NOYE, M CHLOvVIC, JAMES, BELARDI
AND FOX, APRIL 11, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, APRIL 11, 1989
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AN ACT
Amrending Titles 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) and 42 (Judiciary and
Judi ci al Procedure) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, further providing for an offense against children
and sentencing for the offense.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Sections 1102 and 2501(b) of Title 18 of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anended to read:

8 1102. Sentence for nurder and nurder by child abuse.

(a) Murder of the first degree.--A person who has been
convicted of a nmurder of the first degree shall be sentenced to
death or to a termof life inprisonnment in accordance wth
section 1311(d) [of this title] (relating to sentencing
procedure for nmurder of the first degree).

(b) Murder of the second degree.--A person who has been
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convi cted of nmurder of the second degree shall be sentenced to a
termof |life inprisonnent.

(c) Murder by child abuse.--A person who has been convi cted

of nmurder by child abuse who knowi ngly caused the death of the

child shall be sentenced to a termof life inprisonnent. A

person who has been convicted of nmurder by child abuse who

reckl essly caused the death of the child shall be sentenced in

accordance with the sentencing provisions for a felony of the

first degree under section 1103(1) (relating to sentence of

i mpri sonnent for felony).

§ 2501. Crimnal homicide.

* * %

(b) dassification.--Crimnal hom cide shall be classified
as nurder, voluntary mansl aughter, [or] involuntary mansl aughter

or nurder by child abuse.

Section 2. Title 18 is anended by adding a section to read:

8§ 2506. Mur der by chil d abuse.

A person commits nurder by child abuse if:

(1) he knowingly or recklessly causes the death of a

(i) by physical assault, suffocation or drowning; or

(ii) if the person is the parent or caregqgiver, by

depriving the child of necessary food, clothing,

reasonabl e nedical care or shelter, or by placing the

child in or failing to renove the child froma situation

that may endanger the child's life or health:;

(2) the person is 21 years of age or older, or is the

parent of the child, or is the caregiver of the child at the

time of death; and

(3) the child is under 12 years of age.
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Section 3. Section 9718 of Title 42 is amended to read:
§ 9718. Sentences for offenses against infant persons.

(a) Mandatory sentence.--A person convicted of the follow ng
of fenses when the victimis under 16 years of age shall be
sentenced to a mandatory term of inprisonnent as foll ows:

18 Pa.C.S. § 2506 (relating to nurder by child abuse)

when the child's death was caused recklessly - not | ess than

five years.

18 Pa.C.S. 8 2702(a)(1) and (4) (relating to aggravated
assault) - not less than two years.

18 Pa.C.S. 8 3121 (relating to rape) - not less than five
years.

18 Pa.C.S. 8 3123 (relating to involuntary devi ate sexual
intercourse) - not less than five years.
(b) Eligibility for parole.--Parole shall not be granted

until the mninmumterm of inprisonnent has been served.

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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